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Preface 1

City University of Hong Kong is honoured and
privileged to host this major national exhibition,
especially since it marks the twenty-sixth anniversary
of the establishment of the HKSAR and the hundredth
anniversary of our co-organiser, China Tourism Group

Corporation.

I am sure you will agree that the exhibits are absolutely
stunning and hold great aesthetic as well as historical
value. These national treasures include four zodiac
heads from the Yuanmingyuan of the Qing imperial
court and other treasures dating back to ancient China
that illustrate the development of Chinese culture. The
key takeaway from this exhibition is the emphasis on
the dynamic artistic and cultural exchanges between
China and the West from the seventeenth to the

nineteenth centuries.

So it is heartening that CityU is playing a crucial role
in celebrating this aspect of world culture and adding

to the global understanding of shared values and ideas.

Not only that, we also have the opportunity to
understand the exhibition’s historical, artistic and social
context through innovative art, augmented reality,

mixed reality and artificial intelligence technology:.

This is yet another example of how CityU is advancing
the use of science and technology to expand our

appreciation of art and culture.

So thank you again for coming to yet another pioneering
showcase at CityU where audiences, young and old,
can experience these wonderful exhibits over the next

few weeks.

Lester Garson HUANG, SBS, JP

Chairman of the Council
City University of Hong Kong

© 2023 City University of Hong Kong 7
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Preface 11

We are very honoured to have been offered the
opportunity to organise jointly with City University
of Hong Kong and China Poly Group an exhibition
showcasing national treasures, namely the Zodiac
Heads This

marks not only the twenty-sixth anniversary of Hong

from the Yuanmingyuan. exhibition
Kong’s return to China, but also the centenary of the
establishment of China Tourism Group [China Travel
Service (Holdings) Hong Kong Limited]. As a tourism
and travel agency with a hundred years of history,
China Tourism Group has an inseparable bond with our
country’s cultural relics and national treasures. During
the War of Resistance over ninety years ago, our staff
defied great danger to transport the treasures of the
Forbidden City safely to the south. The journey through
battlefields was perilous, but they never wavered.
Risking their lives to preserve the glorious history of
our country, their devotion and incredible feat went
down as an heroic chapter in our history. Today, as
we celebrate our centenary, we once again bring the
national treasures to the south, this time to Hong Kong,
for this special exhibition. Indeed, our dedication to
serving the country and the people through facilitating
travelling has never changed. Over the years, we have
witnessed the rise of China to become a powerful
and affluent country. Meanwhile, Hong Kong has also
restored order following periods of turbulence and
is now progressing confidently towards a new age of

prosperity.

This exhibition is jointly organised by City University
of Hong Kong, China Tourism Group, and China
Poly Group. After nearly a century of development,
China Tourism Group is now the largest central
government-owned tourism and travel agency in Hong
Kong; China Poly Group is a Global 500 company
operating in the cultural sector; City University
of Hong Kong is one of the top 100 public research
universities in the world. This exhibition is the result
of our close collaboration and a rewarding attempt at
jointly promoting the in-depth integration of education,
culture and tourism. It also testifies to our joint efforts
in deepening the ties between Hong Kong and mainland
China as well as strengthening the infrastructure for
artistic and cultural exchange between Hong Kong and

the world.

On this special occasion, we have signed a Memorandum
of Understanding with City University of Hong Kong with
the hope of encouraging exchange and collaboration
among different stakeholders in society. By taking the
audience on a journey through the history and growth
of our country, it is our hope that this exhibition of the
Yuanmingyuan zodiac heads will help equip us to take
advantage of this prosperous era and create a bright
future for this city. As a Hong Kong-based state-owned
travel agency with a hundred years of history, China
Tourism Group will never forget what it set out to do
at its inception: we will continue to join forces with
various parties in Hong Kong to drive innovation and

development for a better and brighter future.

CHEN Yin

Chairman of China Tourism Group Corporation Limited
[China Travel Service (Holdings) Hong Kong Limited]

© 2023 City University of Hong Kong 9
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Preface 111

On behalf of Poly Group, I extend my warmest
congratulations on the grand opening of the exhibition
and the centennial of China Tourism Group Corporation
Limited. Sincere greetings and heartfelt thanks to
friends from all walks of life that have shown genuine

care and support to Poly Group all these years.

As a place where Eastern and Western -cultures
converge, Hong Kong embraces diversity with open
arms. It not only takes in the essence of Chinese and
foreign cultures and arts, but also brings the Chinese
culture to the world through its exchange with foreign

countries.

Twenty-three years ago, Poly Group forged an
indissoluble bond with Hong Kong through the
repatriation of national treasures, namely the zodiac
heads. Twenty-three years later, we are gathered again
in Hong Kong today to present the unique charm and
splendour of the Yuanmingyuan zodiac heads and
other national treasures. The significance of this event

cannot be overstated.

In this exhibition at City University of Hong Kong,
Poly Group presents grade-one cultural relics from
the collection of Poly Art Museum. By showcasing
the historical value of these national treasures, the
exhibition aims to reveal the breadth and depth of the
millennia-old Chinese civilisation. Meanwhile, with
the advantage of digital technology, the Indra and
Harry Banga Gallery at City University of Hong Kong
is able to combine art and technology to bring these
archaic bronzes to life through immersive experiences

and innovative interactive exhibits. This creates a

dialogue between the audience and the cultural relics
across time and space, which enables the audience to
deepen their understanding of the history and culture
behind an art collection, thereby fully demonstrating

the unique charm of traditional Chinese culture.

Since its inception, Poly Group has adhered to its brand
positioning as “the creator of a better life”, promoting
the superb traditional culture of China and creating
“high-end and high-quality” cultural products and
services to tell the story of Chinese culture. As a leading
tourism enterprise with outstanding brand value, China
Tourism Group Corporation Limited is committed to
the physical display and contemporary expression of
Oriental aesthetics, highlighting China’s confidence
in its culture. We hope to take this exhibition as an
opportunity to jointly explore and display the profound
meaning and contemporary value of traditional
Chinese culture, to continue strengthening the sense
of belonging and national cultural identity of Chinese
people, and, at the same time, to enhance the reach
and influence of Chinese culture via Hong Kong, an
indispensable gateway of cultural and artistic exchange

between China and the world.

Civilisation is the foundation of the world and culture is
the bedrock of national prosperity. Looking forward to
the future, let us work together to promote businesses,
nurture talents, cultivate the mind and forge the spirit
through culture. Let us fulfil our new cultural mission
with actions, showcase the beauty of Chinese culture to
the world, and tell the great story of China through our

refined traditional culture.

ZHANG Hao

Director of China Poly Group Corporation Limited

© 2023 City University of Hong Kong 11
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Preface IV

City University of Hong Kong (CityU) is an
outward-facing university in all respects. We aim to
embrace all that is new in terms of science and hi-tech,
but at the same time, we look to the past to inform the

present.

We can gain so much insight into our shared histories
and ancient pasts from these treasures and then apply

what we learn, feel, and sense to the present day.

At the same time, we can see how science and art-tech
can transform an exhibition into a showcase of
what the future holds regarding the development of

contemporary museums and galleries.

Through this event, CityU is strengthening its ties with
well-established organisations like the China Tourism
Group Corporation Limited and institutions such as the
Asian Civilisations Museum, letting the world know
more about CityU’s deep commitment to historical,

artistic and cultural exchange.

This commitment is made possible by the outstanding
support of the Indra and Harry Banga Gallery, which
is an excellent platform for promoting such exchange

and insight.

For many years now, the Gallery has been highly
successful at bringing to life treasures from the past
for the benefit of young people as part of their overall

learning.

Indeed, offering the opportunity to understand and
appreciate these national treasures is a great way to
encourage young people to contemplate art and culture,

their meaning and their relevance to society today.

So please spread the word to your students, friends,

colleagues and loved ones about this excellent
exhibition so that more people can experience these

beautiful art pieces.

Professor Freddy BOEY

President and University Distinguished Professor
City University of Hong Kong

© 2023 City University of Hong Kong 13
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Introduction

Featuring zodiac heads from the Yuanmingyuan and other important national
treasures, “The Grand Gathering of the Century”, a major exhibition at
the Indra and Harry Banga Gallery, City University of Hong Kong, aims to
showcase the results of East-West cultural exchanges and art technology via

an immersive experience that stimulates broader community engagement.

The exhibition is held in conjunction with the twenty-sixth anniversary of
the establishment of Hong Kong SAR and the hundredth anniversary of
its co-organiser, China Tourism Group Corporation [China Travel Service
(Holdings) Hong Kong Limited]. Other co-organisers include China Poly
Group Corporation Ltd. and City University of Hong Kong.

This exhibition spotlights a group of highly valued national treasures,
including four zodiac heads from the Yuanmingyuan (Old Summer Palace)
of the Qing imperial court that had been lost for over a century, and other

treasures dating back to ancient China and other important periods in

the development of Chinese culture. It also explcif;f the dynamic cultural

exchangés between China and the West in art, cﬁlture, architecture,
lifestyle, gard
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