1 SS1101: Basic Psychology

SS1101: BASIC PSYCHOLOGY

Effective Term
Semester B 2025/26

Part I Course Overview

Course Title
Basic Psychology

Subject Code

SS - Social and Behavioural Sciences
Course Number

1101

Academic Unit

Social and Behavioural Sciences (SS)
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College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH)
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One Semester

Credit Units
3

Level
B1, B2, B3, B4 - Bachelor's Degree

Medium of Instruction
English

Medium of Assessment
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Nil

Precursors

Nil

Equivalent Courses

SS2023 Basic Psychology I or SS2605 Basic Principles in Psychology or SS2607 Psychological Principles Applied to Science
and Technology

Exclusive Courses
Nil
Part II Course Details

Abstract
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This course is an overview of the major areas in the science of psychology. Students will be able to describe major
psychological theories and empirical findings discovered in the West and the local soil, to apply the theories and empirical
findings in the analysis of human behaviour and social phenomena in a relevant context, and to contrast and compare the
psychological theories and findings for the applications to the real world.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)
1 describe and demonstrate major theories and |40 X X

empirical findings in different areas of the
psychological sciences;

2 apply psychological theories to explain human |40 X X
behaviours in a relevant context; and

3 discover theoretical, practical and 20 X X
methodological implications and analyse the
results of experiments designed for the study of
human behaviour in different domains.

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 Lectures Students will engage 1,2,3
in formal lectures and
gain knowledge about
different psychological
theories related to human

behaviour.
2 Video and experiment Students will participate |1, 2
demonstration in video viewing and

discuss how the video
clips illustrate related
theories and topics
discussed in the lectures
and laboratory activities.

3 Short discussion in Students will discuss 2,3
lectures and clarify key concepts
and theories related to
current issues addressed
in psychology.
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4 Laboratory-based /Team- |Students will participate |1,2,3
based activities in laboratory-based or
team-based learning
activities to expand their
in-depth understanding
and application of
psychological principles
in non-conventional
classroom settings, such
as real life or laboratory

settings.
Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATSs)
ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks ("-"for  Allow Use of
nil entry) GenAI?
1 Quizzes 1,2,3 70 Two times, No
individual student
performance and
feedback will
be conveyed to
students in the first
two quizzes.
2 Participation 1,2,3 10 Reflection of Yes
& Reflection journal reading
of Laboratory and laboratory
Activities and participation will
Journal Reading be included.
3 Term Paper 1,2,3 20 One individual No
term paper

Continuous Assessment (%)
100

Examination (%)
0

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task

1. Quizzes

Criterion
Accuracy in applying psychological concepts and knowledge

Excellent (A+, A, A-)
Excellent command Of psychological knowledge with >75% of accuracy

Good (B+, B, B-)
Good command of psychological knowledge with accuracy between 60-74%

Fair (C+, C, C-)
Adequate command of psychological knowledge with accuracy between 45-59%

Marginal (D)

Marginal command of mastery of psychological knowledge with accuracy between 40-44%
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Failure (F)
Fail to demonstrate a basic mastery of psychologicalknowledge at an accuracy level <40%

Assessment Task

2. Participation & Reflection of Laboratory Activities

Criterion

Participation in 5 hours of laboratory activities or submission of a 500 words reflective paper that comments on a
contemporary theory of psychology

Excellent (A+, A, A-)

Above 75% of participation in laboratory activities; Strong evidence of original thinking; good organization, capacity to
analyse and synthesize; superior mastery of psychological knowledge

Good (B+, B, B-)

Between 60-74% of participation in laboratory activities; Evidence of good grasp of psychological knowledge, some evidence
of critical capacity and analytic ability; reasonable understanding

Fair (C+, C, C-)

Between 45-59% of participation in laboratory activities; Adequate grasp of basic learning about psychological knowledge
and scientific writing

Marginal (D)

Between 40-44% of participation in laboratory activities; Marginal command of mastery of psychological knowledge and
scientific writing

Failure (F)

Below 40% of participation in laboratory activities; Little evidence of familiarity with psychological knowledge; weakness in
critical and analytic skills; limited, or irrelevant use of literature

Assessment Task
3. Term Paper

Criterion
Critically analyse psychological theories and research evidence in the literature

Excellent (A+, A, A-)
Evidence of extensive knowledge base and rich critical analysis of the literature

Good (B+, B, B-)
Evidence of good knowledge base and good critical analysis of the literature

Fair (C+, C, C-)
Evidence of some knowledge base and some general analysis of the literature

Marginal (D)
Sufficient knowledge to enable the student to progress without repeating the course

Failure (F)
Little knowledge of psychological theories
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Part IIT Other Information

Keyword Syllabus

Psychology, classical theories, contemporary development, scientific evidence, laboratory
training, developmental psychology, social psychology, evolutionary psychology, personality
psychology, psychopathology, psychotherapy
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