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LT4227: FIRST LANGUAGE ACQUISITION

Effective Term
Semester A 2025/26

Part I Course Overview

Course Title

First Language Acquisition

Subject Code

LT - Linguistics and Translation
Course Number

4227

Academic Unit

Linguistics and Translation (LT)

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH)

Course Duration
One Semester

Credit Units
3

Level
B1, B2, B3, B4 - Bachelor's Degree

Medium of Instruction
English

Medium of Assessment
English

Prerequisites
LT2201 Introduction to Linguistics or LT2229 Fundamentals of Linguistics or LT2290 Introduction to Language Studies

Precursors
LT2204 Language and Mind

Equivalent Courses
CTL4227 First Language Acquisition

Exclusive Courses
Nil
Part II Course Details

Abstract
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The aim of this course is to introduce to students how the first language is acquired, and what major issues are investigated
in the first language acquisition research.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)
1 Describe the biological bases of language. X X
2 Discover and analyse the phonological, X X X

syntactic, semantic and pragmatic
developmental patterns of English-speaking and
Chinese-speaking children.

3 Discover and examine individual differences in X X X
first language acquisition.

4 Compare different approaches to language X X X
acquisition.

5 Evaluate the major approaches to language X X
acquisition.

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 Readings Students will read book |1, 2,3,4,5
chapters and articles.

2 Lectures Students will learn 1,2,3,4,5
theories, concepts, and
explanations.

3 Class activities Students will participate |1,2,3,4,5

in group discussions on
audio-visual materials
and do data analysis
practices.

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATS)
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requires data
analysis, patterns
discovery,
application of
learnt knowledge
to data analyses,
and the writing-
up of results

and analyses.
The small-scale
project can be done
individually or in
pair.

brainstorm, gather
information, solve
problems, format
references, and
edit language.
Students should
give proper
acknowledgment
to all the content
from GenAlI

tools that they
incoporated into
the assignment
and keep a journal
of their GenAI
conversations.
Students should
not present texts
generated or
translated by
GenAl tools as
their own original
work.

ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks ("-" for  Allow Use of
nil entry) GenAI?
1 Class activities 1,2,3,4,5 20 Students can use | Yes
Short assignments GenAl tools to
require students to brainstorm, gather
find information, information, and
discover language solve problems.
developmental
patterns, analyse
data, and solve
problems.
Assignments
will be done
individually or in
group.
2 Project 2,3,4,5 40 Students can use | Yes
The project GenAlI tools to

Continuous Assessment (%)

60

Examination (%)
40

Examination Duration (Hours)

2

Additional Information for ATs

Examination Long questions will be set to assess students’ mastery of key concepts and ability to analyze and evaluate.

(CILO No.1-5)

Assessment Rubrics (AR)
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Assessment Task
1. Class activities

Criterion

Data description and analysis;

Excellent (A+, A, A-)

Completion of tutorial assignments with excellent results. The assignments require data description and analysis, and
concept application.

Good (B+, B, B-)

Completion of tutorial assignments with good results. The assignments require data description and analysis, and concept
application.

Fair (C+, C, C-)

Completion of tutorial assignments with fair results. The assignments require data description and analysis, and concept
application.

Marginal (D)

Completion of tutorial assignments with marginally acceptable results. The assignments require data description and
analysis, and concept application.

Failure (F)

Completion of tutorial assignments with very poor results. The assignments require data description and analysis, and
concept application.

Assessment Task
2. Project

Criterion

Data analysis,

Pattern discovery,

Knowledge and theory application,

Presentation skill,

Creativity (when applicable)

Excellent (A+, A, A-)

Excellent data analysis, pattern discovery, theory application, and presentation. Very creative.
Good (B+, B, B-)

Good data analysis, pattern discovery, theory application, and presentation. Creative.

Fair (C+, C, C-)

Fair data analysis, pattern discovery, theory application and presentation. Fairly creative.
Marginal (D)

Marginally acceptable data analysis, pattern discovery, theory application and presentation. Not creative enough.
Failure (F)

Poor data analysis and presentation. No pattern discovery. No theory application. Not creative

Assessment Task
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3. Examination

Criterion
Analyses and evaluation of language data and developmental pattern, and comparison and evaluation of theories.

Excellent (A+, A, A-)

Demonstration of very high ability to analyse and evaluate language data and developmental patterns, and to compare and
evaluate theories.

Good (B+, B, B-)

Demonstration of high ability to analyse and evaluate language data and developmental patterns, and to compare and
evaluate theories.

Fair (C+, C, C-)

Demonstration of average ability to analyse and evaluate language data and developmental patterns, and to compare and
evaluate theories.

Marginal (D)

Can marginally analyse and evaluate language data and developmental patterns, and compare and evaluate theories.
Failure (F)

Unable to analyse and evaluate language data and developmental patterns, and to compare and evaluate theories.

Part IIT Other Information

Keyword Syllabus

Animal communication systems, Brain structure and language functions

Phonological, semantic, morphological, syntactic and pragmatic development of English and Chinese children, Individual
differences in first language acquisition,

Approaches to language acquisition

Reading List
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