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CAH3138: CLASSICAL CHINESE FICTION AND
XIQU

Effective Term
Semester A 2025/26

Part I Course Overview

Course Title

Classical Chinese Fiction and Xiqu

Subject Code

CAH - Chinese and History
Course Number

3138

Academic Unit
Chinese and History (CAH)

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH)

Course Duration
One Semester

Credit Units
3

Level
B1, B2, B3, B4 - Bachelor's Degree

Medium of Instruction
Chinese

Medium of Assessment
Chinese

Prerequisites

Nil

Precursors

Nil

Equivalent Courses

Nil

Exclusive Courses

Nil

Part II Course Details

Abstract
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This course provides students with knowledge of the origin, historical development and major characteristics of classical
Chinese fiction and “xiquigkii” (traditional Chinese drama), through an in-depth study of notable writers and selected
masterpieces in relation to history and culture both theoretically and practically. Students are also encouraged to discover
and analyse the aesthetic, social, historical and intellectual perspectives of classical Chinese fiction and “xiqu” . This is
also expected to foster their enjoyment of classical Chinese fiction and “xiqu” .

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)
1 Demonstrate well-structured knowledge 25 X

and rich understanding of the historical
development and major characteristics of
classical Chinese fiction and “xiqu” genre.

2 Analyse some great works in classical Chinese |25 X X
fiction and “xiqu” from the perspectives of
themes, images, structures, styles,.

3 Reflect critically about the classical Chinese 25 X X
fiction and “xiqu” in a variety of intellectual,
cultural, social and historical settings.

4 Generate the affective, cognitive and aesthetic |25 X X X
domains of learning.

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 Lecture Concepts and knowledge |1, 2, 3,4
of classical Chinese
fiction and “xiqu”
willbe explained
primarily in lectures.
Close reading of selected
noted writer works and
masterpieces will be
conducted in class.
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2 Tutorials Small group learning 1,2,3,4
and oral presentations
are to befully utilized to
encourage discussion
throughout the
semester to develop
students’ problem
solving, interpersonal,
presentation and
communication
skills.Students are
required to demonstrate
in-depth and critical
answers in response to
questions raised by the
course instructor.Peer
comments and marking
will take place in order to
enhance peer cooperation
and learning
Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATSs)
ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks ("-" for  Allow Use of
nil entry) GenAI?
1 Tutorial 1,2,3,4 30 - Yes
presentation:
presentation (25%)
followed by a Q&A
session (5%)
2 Class Participation: |1, 2, 3, 4 20 - Yes
students need
to answer open-
end questions
related to lecture
in the format of in-
class discussion
or random in-
class written
assignments.
3 Term paper (4000 - [1,2,3,4 50 - No
5000words)

Continuous Assessment (%)

100

Examination (%)
0

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task

Tutorial presentation followed by a Q&A session

Criterion
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Ability to explain with rich content, excellent grasp of the materials with in-depth or extensive knowledge of the subject
matter; rigorous organization, coherent structure, balanced composition; Ability to criticize and analyse with convincing
statement and creative comment.

Ability to lead a lively mutual Q&A session with fellow students; to raise insightful questions, and to make solid responses.

Excellent (A+, A, A-)

Strong evidence of:

- Rich content, excellent grasp of the materials with in-depth or extensive knowledge of the subject matter;

- Rigorous organization, coherent structure, balanced composition;

- Critical analysis, convincing statement and creative comment;

- Superior presentation skills: distinct pronunciation, fluent expression and appropriate diction, exact time-management

- Ask highly insightful, open-ended questions that provoke deep thinking and discussion; Highly engaged, encourage peers,
and foster a collaborative atmosphere.

Good (B+, B, B-)

Some evidence of:

- Rich content, excellent grasp of the materials with in-depth or extensive knowledge of the subject matter;

- Rigorous organization, coherent structure, balanced composition;

- Critical analysis, convincing statement and creative comment;

- Superior presentation skills: distinct pronunciation, fluent expression and appropriate diction, exact time-management.

- Questions are relevant and probing, though occasionally lack depth. Actively participation, well-listening, and meaningful
contribution.

Fair (C+, C, C-)

Limited evidence of:

- Rich content, excellent grasp of the materials with in-depth or extensive knowledge of the subject matter;

- Rigorous organization, coherent structure, balanced composition;

- Critical analysis, convincing statement and creative comment;

- Superior presentation skills: distinct pronunciation, fluent expression and appropriate diction, exact time-management.
- Questions are basic but relevant, mostly factual rather than analytical. Inconsistent participation; may dominate or
remain passive at times.

Marginal (D)

- Loose organization, but acceptable identified content.

- Adequate understanding of the reading and indication of grasp of the general ideas, limited or irrelevant use of reading
materials;

- Simple and unilateral comments, without clear explanation;

- Acceptable pronunciation and expression; few of mistakes in diction, but no influence to general delivery.

- Questions are vague, off-topic, or overly simple, lacking depth. Low engagement, rarely interactions with peers, or flow
disruption.

Failure (F)

- Limited familiarity with the facts of the reading and its surface relations, unsystematic ideas which cannot express the
subject matter or relevant themes;

- Loose organization, without distinct primary and secondary structure;

- Devoid of personal comment and/or unreasonable opinion;

- Overly soft voice, indistinct pronunciation and improper diction, seriously over time.

- No meaningful questions asked, or questions are irrelevant. Uncooperative or disengaged participation, detractions from
discussion.

Assessment Task

Class participation

Criterion
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Ability to identify and analyse the topics critically with excellent grasp of the materials and in-depth knowledge of the
subject matter. Able to interpret independent opinions effectively and efficiently.

Excellent (A+, A, A-)

Strong evidence of :
- Active in-class participation, positive listening, ability to stimulate class discussion and comment on other points.
- Sufficient pre-class preparation and familiarity with peer reports and other materials

Good (B+, B, B-)

Some evidence of :

- Active in-class participation, positive listening, ability to initiate class discussion and comment on other points.
- Sufficient pre-class preparation and familiarity with peer reports and other materials.

Fair (C+, C, C-)

Limited evidence of :

- Active in-class participation, positive listening, ability to initiate class discussion and comment on other points.
- Sufficient pre-class preparation and familiarity with peer reports and other materials.

Marginal (D)

Marginally satisfies the basic requirements of the participation.

Failure (F)

Fail to meet minimum requirements of participation

Assessment Task

Term Paper

Criterion

Able to integrate various resources into primary and secondary levels as demanded. Able to integrated ideas and opinions
which can keep to the point, clear-cut subject, and distinct themes. Able to criticize and analysis with convincing statement
and creative comment.

Excellent (A+, A, A-)

Strong evidence of :

- Rich content, ability to integrate various resources into primary and secondary levels as demanded;

- Rigorous organization, coherent structure, systematic composition;

- Clear and integrated ideas which can keep to the point, clear-cut subject, distinct themes, ability to interpret the opinions
effectively;

- Sufficient and organized references which can be utilized in accordance with the topic.

- Exact and fluent expression, good sense of context, ability to use various writing skills to make the paper convincing with
proper diction.

Good (B+, B, B-)

Some evidence of :

- Rich content, ability to integrate various resources into primary and secondary levels as demanded;

- Rigorous organization, coherent structure, systematic composition;

- Clear and integrated ideas which can keep to the point, clear-cut subject, distinct themes, ability to interpret the opinions
effectively;

- Sufficient and organized references which can be utilized in accordance with the topic.

- Exact and fluent expression, good sense of context, ability to use various writing skills to make the paper convincing with
proper diction.

Fair (C+, C, C-)
Limited evidence of :
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- Rich content, ability to integrate various resources into primary and secondary levels as demanded,;

- Rigorous organization, coherent structure, systematic composition;

- Clear and integrated ideas which can keep to the point, clear-cut subject, distinct themes, ability to interpret the opinions
effectively;

- Sufficient and organized references which can be utilized in accordance with the topic.

- Exact and fluent expression, good sense of context, ability to use various writing skills to make the paper convincing with
proper diction.

Marginal (D)

- Adequate content, ability to integrate resources generally as demanded, limited or irrelevant use of resources;

- Loose organization;

- Able to express relevant points to the subject matter;

- References are insufficient, ability to provide some reasonable personal comments, but no clear demonstration;
- Sentence fluency and diction is acceptable.

Failure (F)

- Vague and devoid of content, weak ability to integrate limited resources;

- Loose organization, without distinct primary and secondary levels;

- Unsystematic ideas which cannot express the subject matter or relevant themes;

- Summary of references, no personal idea and/ or unreasonable comment;

- Seriously insufficient/ no reference;

- Although expression is not clear, part of the idea can be identified; over use of existing quotations and relevant research.

Part IIT Other Information

Keyword Syllabus

Romance of the Three Kingdoms=E|{##% ; Journey to the West Fi##5 ; Water Margin 7Ki#H# ; Plum in the Golden Vase <&
JiA% ; The Story of the Stone 41##% ; Marriage Destinies to Awaken the World E#tH4#%% {8 ; Jing Liu Bai Sha #%I##% ; Four
Great Masters of Yuan Drama JCHfiPY k% ; Romance of the West Chamber FiJfiizt ; The Peony Pavilion #1:/}+% ; The Peach
Blossom Fan #k{tfE ; Kunqu & ; Pihuang 57

Reading List

Compulsory Readings

Title

AIEE  BARER  OBEA  BIEREE  BRIESAR ¢ (PEIG VNGRS 0 AR L RO R > 1988 -

Rl ; Fae . (RUNRIIRATE) - JEst 1 =% > 2006

1
2
3 EFRBEGH . (EATEPRE RS MRS o W B EL 0 1991
4 TREFER . (EeDEEPE P OERERISE) - Brd a5t 1991 -

Additional Readings

Title

EERE  ATER . GOEE ) HRERA) o dbat 0 ARSI > 1993

Rl ; i 0 LMD ERBEEE) o Jbat =BiEE > 2018

B CRBUNEREG) o B SREE A 0 1964 ©

R - (RAREhRE) o b B#EgE LA 0 2002 o

BXffe o CBEFE/ANGRE) o HUN SR Akt > 1997 -

AR - CRERNRE) o i o BiEEEE Akt 0 2013 ©

N ol W

SAHM . CPRUNRBIERSE) 0 LR 1 JERURSEHIRGE » 1998
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8 HEWdmE « GEREZ/NG) - 210 g EE R > 1976

9 MULSE ~ BAEEFE ; fivs » BRETR  (TEEEVNGERE) - 240 0 4 A RIS - 1975 -
10 |35 0 ChES VNGRS 0 dbat  PEREERMER HRREE  1995

11 | BUKk3R - B2t » EMEERERT - CBhiERE) > 61k @ BIRHiAkkE: » 2002 ©
12 |WokEmE - (CPRGHBRIEET) - 60 1 RIS HRRAE > 1983 ©

13 |HFERGET - RETTHAERI= M) - &dt - HRER > 1961 -

14 | EF:EEGH - (Eosh) o bR ANRSCR AR © 1990-1999 ©
15 [LEZR © GHEEEE) > &4t @ Segitiflkt » 1993 -

16 |BukzR > (hEH BRI ERE) - Gt EhER > 1991 ©
17 |(ZBHE . (hESsdeEEw) o &Y EEEE 0 2003 ©

18 |Wokg  ShiErTEER) 0 Bdb L AU EESE > 2000 ©

19 | EZz#r 0 IREhIER) 0 Bdb 0 RZ ik » 1990 ©

20 |VLEZ ¢ (hHAShEARRER) o bl L SRR > 1995 ©

21 | Ezh o (USRS 2B OB l) > GAE  GIESAEER 0 1986 ©
22 | ZFE% (hEEHREEL) o b o FEERAMEIRE Kkt > 1997 ©
23 |JEILRS o CBthSEEEGR) o TR | EEEEE kL 0 1992 -

24 AR CRoTRIEENE) 0 Adb FERHBEIEEE > 1994

25 | RUAGE 1 (HAVEMEER) o FERC C TLEREAE kR > 1999 ©

26 (xR (PEGAEED) 0 BdE AERBEHIERE 0 1993

27 |fREE . (Buthtam) oAb L BB > 2005 ©




