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CAH2141: HISTORY OF CHINESE LITERATURE

Effective Term
Semester A 2025/26

Part I Course Overview

Course Title

History of Chinese Literature

Subject Code

CAH - Chinese and History
Course Number

2141

Academic Unit
Chinese and History (CAH)

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH)

Course Duration
One Semester

Credit Units
3

Level
B1, B2, B3, B4 - Bachelor's Degree

Medium of Instruction
Chinese

Medium of Assessment
Chinese

Prerequisites

Nil

Precursors

Nil

Equivalent Courses

CTL2141 Classical Chinese Literature
Exclusive Courses

Nil

Part II Course Details

Abstract

The aims of this course are:(a) to introduce students to the history of Chinese literature from the beginning to the Qing
dynasty; (b) to teach students main genres and features of classical Chinese literature (c) to develop students' ability to
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understand and interpret classical literary writings, and to discover and appreciate the aesthetics, moral and ethical
dimensions of classical Chinese literature.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)
1 Describe the features of classical Chinese 10 X
literature;
2 Discuss the form and structure of some main 20 X
genres of classical Chinese verse, prose and
fiction;
3 Explain literary works for theme, plot, 20 X

character, setting, and the writer's way of
creating and handling these things;

4 Discuss the relationship between literature 20 X
and nature, society, politics and philosophy in
ancient times;

5 Explain and appreciate the aesthetics, moral, 30 X
and ethical dimensions of classical Chinese
literature.

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 Lecture Students will engage 1,2,3,4,5
in formal lectures to
gain knowledge about
the history of Chinese
literature from the
beginning to the Qing
dynasty, features of
classical literary works,
political, social and
philosophical impacts
on literature, classroom
discussions.
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2 Group projects Students will participate |[1,2,3,4,5
in group discussions

to develop their
communication skills,
manners, and team spirit.

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATSs)

ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks ("-"for  Allow Use of
nil entry) GenAI?
1 Group projects 1,2,3,4,5 50 - Yes

Continuous Assessment (%)
50

Examination (%)
50

Examination Duration (Hours)
2

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task
Group projects

Criterion
Classroom (lecture and tutorial) performance: attendance, participation, discussion, etc

Excellent (A+, A, A-)

Excellent demonstration of critical and creative thinking; 2.Excellent linguistic competence in expressing ideas clearly and
effectively

Good (B+, B, B-)

Good demonstration of critical and creative thinking; 2.Good linguistic competence in expressing ideas clearly and
effectively

Fair (C+, C, C-)

Adequate demonstration of critical and creative thinking; Adequate linguistic competence in expressing ideas clearly and
effectively

Marginal (D)

Marginal demonstration of critical and creative thinking;Weakness in expressing ideas clearly and effectively

Failure (F)

Failing to demonstrate critical and creative thinking;Failing to express ideas clearly

Assessment Task
Examination

Criterion
2-hour examination

Excellent (A+, A, A-)
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Excellent command of knowledge of salient aspects of the course content.Excellent understanding of literary texts covered
in class.

Good (B+, B, B-)

Good command of knowledge of salient aspects of the course content.Good understanding of literary texts covered in class.
Fair (C+, C, C-)

Adequate command of the course content.Adequate understanding of literary texts covered in class.

Marginal (D)

Marginal command of the course content.Marginal understanding of literary texts covered in class.

Failure (F)
Failing to command the course content.Failing to understand literary texts covered in class.

Part IIT Other Information

Keyword Syllabus

History of Chinese literature, structure and features of verse, prose, and fiction; theme, plot, character, and setting;
rhetorical devices; the relationship between literature, nature, politics, and philosophy, aesthetics, ethics.
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Additional Readings

Title
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2 Students are encouraged to access online resources to widen their horizons and enrich their knowledge.




