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CAH4103: STUDY OF MODERN AND
CONTEMPORARY CHINESE LITERATURE BY
WESTERN SCHOLARS

Effective Term
Semester A 2022/23

Part I Course Overview

Course Title
Study of Modern and Contemporary Chinese Literature by Western Scholars

Subject Code

CAH - Chinese and History
Course Number

4103

Academic Unit
Chinese and History (CAH)

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH)

Course Duration
One Semester

Credit Units
3

Level
B1, B2, B3, B4 - Bachelor's Degree

Medium of Instruction
Other Languages

Other Languages for Medium of Instruction
English supplemented by Chinese

Medium of Assessment

English

Prerequisites

Nil

Precursors

Nil

Equivalent Courses

CTL4103 Study of Modern & Contemporary Chinese Literature by Western Scholars
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Exclusive Courses
Nil

Part IT Course Details

Abstract

This course aims to improve students’ awareness of how Western scholars study modern and contemporary Chinese
literature. On the one hand, the major ideas and concepts professed in Western scholarship will be discussed, and on
the other hand, the various perspectives and methods of conceptualization will be identified. This knowledge of Western
scholarship will serve as a crucial instrument for better appreciation of modern and contemporary Chinese literature.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)
1 Summarize the major concepts and topics of 30 X X

discussion in Western studies on modern and
contemporary Chinese literature.

2 Evaluate the arguments put forth in Western 20 X X
studies of the subject.

3 Identify the strength and weaknesses of Western |15 X X
studies of the subject.

4 Develop critical thinking and debate skills 35 X X X
through applying the acquired knowledge
to study modern and contemporary Chinese
literature.

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs)

TLAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)
1 Lectures The lecturer will explain |1, 2,3 2 hours per week

systematically in lectures
the conceptualization

of modern and
contemporary Chinese
literature and the detailed
development of such
conceptualization.
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2 Tutorials Classic readings of 2,3,4
Western studies of

the subject will be
assigned for individual
or group presentation

in tutorials.The lecturer
will comment on the
presentation to ensure
thorough understanding
of the works.

1 hour per week

3 Term paper Students are to write a 2,3,4
term paper on a topic
related to the course,
well researched and
constructively discussed
in thesis form.

10-week preparation
period

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATS)

ATs CILO No. Weighting (%)

Remarks (e.g. Parameter
for GenAlI use)

1 Tutorial presentation 1,2,3 35
and discussionlInitiating
dialogues, degree of
participation etc.

2 1 term paper (max 2,3,4 35
4000 words with
critical discussion,
good footnoting and
bibliography)

Continuous Assessment (%)
70

Examination (%)
30

Examination Duration (Hours)
2

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task

Tutorial presentation and discussion
Initiating dialogues, degree of participation etc.

Criterion

1. Critical thinking

2. Structure of argument.

3. Clarity of writing

4. Proper footnoting

5. Ability to discover new issues

Excellent (A+, A, A-)
1. Excellent command of knowledge of essential aspects of the assigned topics and readings.

2. Excellent linguistic competence to explain and assess the main arguments of the assigned readings.
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3. Excellent written presentation skills to demonstrate deliberation of the subject.
4. Excellent reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.

Good (B+, B, B-)

1. Good command of knowledge of essential aspects of the assigned topics and readings.

2. Good linguistic competence to explain and assess the main arguments of the assigned readings.
3. Good oral and written presentation skills to demonstrate deliberation of the subject.

4. Good reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.

Fair (C+, C, C-)

1. Adequate command of the assigned topics and readings.

2. Fair linguistic competence to describe the arguments of the assigned readings.

3. Acceptable oral and written presentation skills to illustrate general view of the subject
4. Fair reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.

Marginal (D)
1. Familiarity with the assigned topics and readings.
2. Able to describe some important points of the assigned readings.

3. Marginal ability and skills to illustrate general view of the subject.
4. Marginal reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.

Failure (F)
1. Unable to present or discuss, no participation in dialogues.

Assessment Task

1 term paper (max 4000 words with critical discussion, good footnoting and bibliography)

Criterion

Critical thinking

Structure of argument
Clarity of writing

Proper footnoting

Ability to discover new issues

Excellent (A+, A, A-)

1. Excellent command of knowledge of essential aspects of the assigned topics and readings.

2. Excellent linguistic competence to explain and assess the main arguments of the assigned readings.
3. Excellent written presentation skills to demonstrate deliberation of the subject.

4. Excellent reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.

Good (B+, B, B-)

1. Good command of knowledge of essential aspects of the assigned topics and readings.

2. Good linguistic competence to explain and assess the main arguments of the assigned readings.
3. Good oral and written presentation skills to demonstrate deliberation of the subject.

4. Good reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.

Fair (C+, C, C-)

1. Adequate command of the assigned topics and readings.

2. Fair linguistic competence to describe the arguments of the assigned readings.

3. Acceptable oral and written presentation skills to illustrate general view of the subject
4. Fair reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.
Marginal (D)

1. Familiarity with the assigned topics and readings.
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2. Able to describe some important points of the assigned readings.

3. Marginal ability and skills to illustrate general view of the subject.

4. Marginal reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.
Failure (F)

Unable to submit the paper or failed to follow the instructions given to writing the paper.

Assessment Task
Examination

Excellent (A+, A, A-)

1. Excellent command of knowledge of essential aspects of the assigned topics and readings.

2. Excellent linguistic competence to explain and assess the main arguments of the assigned readings.
3. Excellent written presentation skills to demonstrate deliberation of the subject.

4. Excellent reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.

Good (B+, B, B-)

1. Good command of knowledge of essential aspects of the assigned topics and readings.

2. Good linguistic competence to explain and assess the main arguments of the assigned readings.
3. Good oral and written presentation skills to demonstrate deliberation of the subject.

4. Good reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.

Fair (C+, C, C-)

1. Adequate command of the assigned topics and readings.

2. Fair linguistic competence to describe the arguments of the assigned readings.

3. Acceptable oral and written presentation skills to illustrate general view of the subject
4. Fair reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.

Marginal (D)

1. Familiarity with the assigned topics and readings.

2. Able to describe some important points of the assigned readings.

3. Marginal ability and skills to illustrate general view of the subject.

4. Marginal reflective and discovery ability to address new issues pertaining to the subject.
Failure (F)

1. Unable to answer the questions.

Part ITI Other Information

Keyword Syllabus

Modern and contemporary Chinese literature, modernity, gender politics, May Fourth Movement, cultural revolution,
printing culture, city, revolutionary literature, subjectivity, otherness, misty poetry, avant-garde fiction, identity, nation,
post-Mao discourse, post-modern aesthetics.

Reading List

Compulsory Readings

Title

1 Duke, Michael S. Blooming and Contending: Chinese Literature in the Post-Mao Era. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1985.

2 Link, Perry. Mandarin Ducks and Butterflies: popular Fiction in Early Twentieth-Century Chinese Cities. Berkeley:
University of California Press, 1981.
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3 McDougall, Bonnie S. Fictional Authors, Imaginary Audiences: Modern Chinese Literature in the Twentieth Century.
Hong Kong: The Chinese University Press, 2003.

4 Pusey, James R. Lu Xun and Evolution. Albany: SUNY, 1998.
Pr##ek, Jaroslav. The Lyrical and the Epic: Studies of Modern Chinese Literature. Ed. Leo Lee. Bloomington: Indiana
University Press, 1980.

6 Wang, David Der-wei. The Monster That Is History: History, Violence, and Fictional Writing in Twentieth-Century
China. Berkeley: University of California Press, 2004.

7 Yeh, Michelle. Modern Chinese Poetry: Theory and Practice Since 1917. New Haven: Yale University Press, 1991.
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Additional Readings
Title
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