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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

News Writing and Reporting 

Course Code: 

COM2201 

Course Duration: 

1 Semester 

Credit Units: 

3 

Level: 

B2 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

English  

[For practicum: English and Chinese] 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

English supplemented by Chinese  

 

This course is designed to teach students communication skills in both English 

and Chinese to prepare them for a bilingual working environment. 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

None 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

None 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

EN3512 News Writing and Reporting 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

None 
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Part II Course Details  

 

1. Abstract  

(A 150-word description about the course) 

 

 COM2201 is designed to train students to write publishable news stories in the Chinese and international 

contexts. It exposes students to the operation of news organizations and internationally recognized news 

values. It equips students with skills in gathering, analyzing, organizing and writing news stories about 

various issues and events under deadline pressure by using Chinese and English that is accurate, concise, 

organized, readable, and correct in grammar and style. These skills are vital to the success in future 

careers in print, electronic or online media, and public relations.  

 

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 

 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 

No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Assess the newsworthiness of various events and facts 10%  ✓  

2. Evaluate the operation of news organizations 10%  ✓ ✓ 

3. Apply various interviewing skills to gather information from 

sources 

10% ✓ ✓  

4. Write publishable news stories about local and international 

events 

50% ✓ ✓ ✓ 

5. Use English and Chinese correctly in terms of accuracy, 

conciseness, organization, expression, grammar, and style 

20%  ✓  

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    
# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 

(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  

 

A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 

sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 

teachers. 

A2: Ability 

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 

critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 

or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 

Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 

works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 
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3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 

TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 

applicable)  1 2 3 4 5  

Lectures & class 

discussions 

Discuss news values from a 

comparative perspective 
✓      2 weeks 

Lectures & class 

discussions  

Discuss the operation of 

various news organizations in 

Hong Kong, mainland China 

and the West 

 ✓     2 weeks 

Drills  On interviewing techniques 

and writing exercises in 

English and Chinese 

  ✓    Throughout the 

course 

Drills On language use, analysis of 

good writing, and correction 

of common errors in English 

and Chinese 

    ✓  Throughout the 

course 

Exercises  On various types of news 

stories with different leads in 

class under time pressure and 

outside class in English and 

Chinese 

   ✓   Throughout the 

course 

 

4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 

 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 
  Continuous Assessment: _100___% 

Quizzes on the knowledge of media organizations 

and news values 

 

✓ ✓    20% English 

In-class assignments 

1) News leads in-class writing drills (30%) 

 

2) Interviews with different people of student’s 

own choice and lecturer’s choice (600-800words) 

each/ 2 interview articles (20%) 

 

  ✓ ✓ ✓ 50% English and 

Chinese 

1 final news roundup report of student’s own 

choice (no longer than 1,000 words) and 

presentation 

 

✓ 

 

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ 
30% English 

Examination:  0  % (duration:         , if applicable) 

* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  
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5. Assessment Rubrics   
(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.)   

 

Assessment 

Task 

Criterion Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good 

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair 

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

In-class 

assignments  

- 2 person 

interview articles 

of student’s own 

choice and 

lecturer’s choice 

(500-700 words 

each) 

 

- News leads 

in-class writing 

drills 

The news story is well 

written and free of 

errors. The lead is 

clear, concise and 

interesting. The story 

is well organized and 

contains effective 

transitions, quotations, 

descriptions and 

anecdotes. It can be 

published in 

newspapers. 

The story contains only 

a few minor errors of 

style.  

The lead clearly 

summarizes the story, 

and the body presents all 

the information for a 

comprehensive news 

story.  

The story is written in a 

cohesive, 

well-organized manner.  

The story is not as 

detailed, descriptive or 

interesting as an “A” 

story. A newspaper 

could publish the story 

after minimal editing.  

The news story is 

superficial. The lead is 

too wordy and fails to 

clearly emphasize the 

latest, most interesting 

or most important 

aspects of the story. 

The story tends to be 

disorganized and 

contains many minor 

errors. Some parts 

have to be rewritten 

because they are 

repetitious, awkward 

or confusing. It could 

be published only after 

extensive editing.  

 

The news story 

contains all the 

necessary facts, but 

those facts are 

presented so 

ineffectively that they 

would have to be 

rewritten before the 

story could be 

published. The story 

also may contain an 

unacceptable number 

of stylistic, spelling or 

grammatical errors.  

 

The news story 

could not be 

published by any 

publication and is 

so incomplete, 

confusing or 

erroneous that the 

facts in the story 

could not be 

rewritten and 

published. 

 

Quizzes Quizzes on news 

values, events and 

knowledge of 

media organization 

and operation 

Work that 

demonstrates full 

understanding of the 

concepts and theories 

covered in the class. 

Work that demonstrates 

good understanding of 

the concepts and 

theories covered in the 

class. 

Work that 

demonstrates adequate 

understanding of the 

concepts and theories 

covered in the class. 

Work that 

demonstrates minimal 

understanding of the 

concepts and theories 

covered in the class. 

Work that 

demonstrates little 

understanding of 

the concepts and 

theories covered in 
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the class. 

Final News 

Report  

A final news 

report on a global 

or regional news 

topic of your 

choice (no longer 

than 800 words) 

The news story is well 

written and free of 

errors. The lead is 

clear, concise and 

interesting. The story 

is well organized and 

contains effective 

transitions, quotations, 

descriptions and 

anecdotes. It can be 

published in 

newspapers. 

The story contains only 

a few minor errors of 

style.  

The lead clearly 

summarizes the story, 

and the body presents all 

the information for a 

comprehensive news 

story.  

The story is written in a 

cohesive, 

well-organized manner.  

The story is not as 

detailed, descriptive or 

interesting as an “A” 

story. A newspaper 

could publish the story 

after minimal editing.  

The news story is 

superficial. The lead is 

too wordy and fails to 

clearly emphasize the 

latest, most interesting 

or most important 

aspects of the story. 

The story tends to be 

disorganized and 

contains many minor 

errors. Some parts 

have to be rewritten 

because they are 

repetitious, awkward 

or confusing. It could 

be published only after 

extensive editing.  

 

The news story 

contains all the 

necessary facts, but 

those facts are 

presented so 

ineffectively that they 

would have to be 

rewritten before the 

story could be 

published. The story 

also may contain an 

unacceptable number 

of stylistic, spelling or 

grammatical errors.  

 

The news story 

could not be 

published by any 

publication and is 

so incomplete, 

confusing or 

erroneous that the 

facts in the story 

could not be 

rewritten and 

published. 
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Part III Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 

1.  Keyword Syllabus 

 

News writing and reporting skills; Clear, and concise writing; Journalists and their role; 

Operation of news organizations. 

 

 

2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  

1. Mencher, Melvin (2006). News Reporting and Writing (9th ed.). Boston: McGraw-Hill. 

2. The Missouri Group (2007). News Reporting and Writing (9th ed.). Bedford: St. Martin's. 

3.  The Missouri Group (2007). Workbook for News Reporting and Writing (9th ed.). Bedford: St. 

Martin’s. 

4. The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual. New York: The Associated Press, the latest 

edition. 

5. Kovach, B., & Rosenstiel, T. (2001). The Elements of Journalism: What Newspeople Should 

Know and the Public Should Expect. New York: Three Rivers Press. 

6. 程道才 (編著) (2002)。專業新聞寫作槪論。北京：中國廣播電視出版社。 

7. 馬西屏 (2007)。新聞採訪與寫作。台北市：五南圖書出版股份有限公司。 

8. Mingpao 

9. The South China Morning Post 

10. BBC News 

11.  The New York Times 

 

2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

1.  

2.  

3.   

…  

 

  


