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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

 

Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy 

Course Code: 

 

POL 2402 

Course Duration: 

 

One Semester 

Credit Units: 

3 

Level: 

 

B2 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

SA2401 Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy; SA2402 

Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy; SA/POL2404 Foundations 

in Social and Political Philosophy 
 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

Nil 

 

 

 



  
 

Part II Course Details  

 

 
1. Abstract  
 (A 150-word description about the course) 

This course aims to develop a sound knowledge of the central ideas and concepts in major Western and 

Chinese social and political philosophical traditions, and an awareness of the contemporary social and 

political issues which have a major bearing on public policy study and administration.  It enhances 

students’ critical thinking and conceptual skills in relation to the analysis of the nature of the state, the 

organization of society, and the ethical dimension of public policy and administration, and their abilities 

to formulate rational arguments, organize  ideas systematically, and improve their effective oral and 

written communication. 

 

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Recognize the social, cultural and philosophical context of public 

policy and administration 
    

2. Develop their own resolution to the major philosophical 

controversies about the nature of political institutions and their 

implications for public policy and administration 

    

3. Master the key ideas and concepts in major Western and Chinese 

traditions of social and political thought, and know how they are  

relevant to the above controversies. 

    

4. Formulate independent evaluation and judgment on the rival 

conceptions, theories and approaches covered in this course. 
    

5. Construct rational and persuasive arguments to justify their own 

point of views, and apply them to analyze up-to-date social and 

political issues which have a major bearing on public policy and 

administration. 

    

6. Develop skills in applying ethical judgment and philosophical 

principles to guide policy formulation and decision making of 

public administrators. 

    

7. Enhance their teamwork and communication skills.     
* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 

 



  
 

3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 

applicable)  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Seminar Identify key problems in social 

and political philosophy, 

introduce and evaluate relevant 

ideas and theories, illustrate 

their applications with cases 

studies, film footages, and 

newspaper clippings. 

       3 hrs per week 

Individual 

Essay 

Writing 

Test students’ ability to 

research, analyse and resolve 

contemporary social and 

political issues, and 

communicate their conclusions 

or solutions in writing. 

        

Readings Two to three articles or book 

chapters per week. 
        

 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment 

Tasks/Activities 

CILO No. Weighting*  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 
Seminar attendance, 

discussion and participation 
       25% 

Individual Essay        25% 

Quiz        50% 

* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100% 
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5. Assessment Rubrics   
(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 

 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair 

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1. Seminar 

attendance, 

discussion and 

participation 

Ability to explain and 

evaluate of key concepts 

and theories in social and 

political philosophy, and 

skills of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and public 

policy issues from an 

ethical perspective. Ability 

to present organized ideas 

and structured arguments 

to support conclusions. 

Presentation Skill and 

performance of 

collaboration among group 

members in the discussion. 

Very good explanation 

and evaluation of key 

concepts and theories 

in social and political 

philosophy, and skills 

of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and 

public policy issues 

from an ethical 

perspective. 

Outstanding ability to 

present organized ideas 

and structured 

arguments to support 

conclusions. Very 

good presentation skill 

and very good 

collaboration among 

members in the 

discussion. 

Good explanation and 

evaluation of key 

concepts and theories 

in social and political 

philosophy, and skills 

of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and 

public policy issues 

from an ethical 

perspective. Strong 

ability to present 

organized ideas and 

structured arguments 

to support conclusions. 

Good presentation 

skill and good 

collaboration among 

members in the 

discussion 

Adequate explanation 

and evaluation of key 

concepts and theories in 

social and political 

philosophy, and skills of 

applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and 

public policy issues 

from an ethical 

perspective. Some 

ability to present 

organized ideas and 

structured arguments to 

support conclusions. 

Adequate presentation 

skill and adequate 

collaboration among 

members in the 

discussion 

Limited explanation and 

evaluation of key concepts 

and theories in social and 

political philosophy, and 

skills of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze social, 

political, and public policy 

issues from an ethical 

perspective. Limited ability 

to present organized ideas 

and structured arguments to 

support conclusions. 

Limited presentation skill 

and limited collaboration 

among members in the 

discussion 

Little evidence of being 

able to explain and evaluate 

key concepts and theories 

in social and political 

philosophy and apply them 

to evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and public 

policy issues from an 

ethical perspective. Weak 

ability to present organized 

ideas and structured 

arguments to support 

conclusions. Little 

presentation skill and little 

collaboration among 

members in the discussion. 

3. Individual Essay Ability to explain and 

evaluate of key concepts 

and theories in social and 

political philosophy, and 

skills of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and public 

policy issues from an 

ethical perspective. Ability 

to present organized ideas 

and structured arguments 

to support conclusions. 

Very good explanation 

and evaluation of key 

concepts and theories 

in social and political 

philosophy, and skills 

of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and 

public policy issues 

from an ethical 

perspective. 

Outstanding ability to 

present organized ideas 

and structured 

arguments to support 

conclusions. 

Good explanation and 

evaluation of key 

concepts and theories 

in social and political 

philosophy, and skills 

of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and 

public policy issues 

from an ethical 

perspective. Strong 

ability to present 

organized ideas and 

structured arguments 

to support conclusions. 

Adequate explanation 

and evaluation of key 

concepts and theories in 

social and political 

philosophy, and skills of 

applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and 

public policy issues 

from an ethical 

perspective. Some 

ability to present 

organized ideas and 

structured arguments to 

support conclusions 

Limited explanation and 

evaluation of key concepts 

and theories in social and 

political philosophy, and 

skills of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze social, 

political, and public policy 

issues from an ethical 

perspective. Limited ability 

to present organized ideas 

and structured arguments to 

support conclusions. 

Little evidence of being 

able to explain and evaluate 

key concepts and theories 

in social and political 

philosophy and apply them 

to evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and public 

policy issues from an 

ethical perspective. Weak 

ability to present organized 

ideas and structured 

arguments to support 

conclusions. 

4. Quiz Ability to explain and 

evaluate of key concepts 

and theories in social and 

political philosophy, and 

Very good explanation 

and evaluation of key 

concepts and theories 

in social and political 

Good explanation and 

evaluation of key 

concepts and theories 

in social and political 

Adequate explanation 

and evaluation of key 

concepts and theories in 

social and political 

Limited explanation and 

evaluation of key concepts 

and theories in social and 

political philosophy, and 

Little evidence of being 

able to explain and evaluate 

key concepts and theories 

in social and political 
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skills of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and public 

policy issues from an 

ethical perspective. Ability 

to present organized ideas 

and structured arguments 

to support conclusions 

philosophy, and skills 

of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and 

public policy issues 

from an ethical 

perspective. 

Outstanding ability to 

present organized ideas 

and structured 

arguments to support 

conclusions. 

philosophy, and skills 

of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and 

public policy issues 

from an ethical 

perspective. Strong 

ability to present 

organized ideas and 

structured arguments 

to support conclusions. 

philosophy, and skills of 

applying them to 

evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and 

public policy issues 

from an ethical 

perspective. Some 

ability to present 

organized ideas and 

structured arguments to 

support conclusions 

skills of applying them to 

evaluate and analyze social, 

political, and public policy 

issues from an ethical 

perspective. Limited ability 

to present organized ideas 

and structured arguments to 

support conclusions. 

philosophy and apply them 

to evaluate and analyze 

social, political, and public 

policy issues from an 

ethical perspective. Weak 

ability to present organized 

ideas and structured 

arguments to support 

conclusions. 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 
The Nature of Philosophy. Social Philosophy. Political Philosophy. Philosophical Method. Individual and the 

State. Natural Law. Natural Rights. Social Contract. General Will. Social Good. Freedom. Justice. Equality. 

Community. Grand Community. Benevolent Government. Individual Liberty. Rule of Law. Rule of the Wise 

and Rule of the Virtuous. Confucian philosophers. Confucius. Mencius. Han Fei Tzu. Western Philosophers. 

Plato. Locke. Rawls. Liberalism. Communitarianism. Marxism. Confucianism. Feminism. 

 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

1. Introduction, and Rights and Virtues (What are rights? What are virtues? John Locke’s 

theory of rights; Mencius’ account of virtues)   

 

Norman. E. Bowie and Robert L. Simon, “Human Rights: Meaning and Justification,” The 

Individual and Political Order, 3rd edition (Rowman & Littlefield, 1998), ch. 3.  

Mencius: The Works of Mencius 3A: 4 (孟子:滕文公上). 

 

2. Negative and Positive Rights  

 

“United Nations’ Declaration of Universal Human Rights” (1948), available at: 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/ 

Norman. E. Bowie and Robert L. Simon, “Human Rights: Meaning and Justification,” The 

Individual and Political Order, 3rd edition (Rowman & Littlefield, 1998), ch. 3. 

“Selections from The Great Learning (大學)” in T. Shanaban and R. Wang (eds.), Reason and 

Insight (Wadsworth Publishing Company, 1996), pp. 174-175. 

J. Hospers, “Positive vs. Negative Rights,” in Human Conduct: Problems of Ethics, 3rd edition 

(Harcourt Brace College Publishers, 1996). 

 

3.  Liberty (two types of liberty; Mill’s harm principle) 

 

Norman E. Bowie and Robert L. Simon, “Liberty,” The Individual and Political Order, 3rd 

edition (Rowman & Littlefield, 1998), ch. 7. 

Peimin Ni, “The Confucian Conception of Freedom,” in The Examined Life - Chinese 

Perspectives, ed. Xinyan Jiang, Global Publications, New York, 2002, pp. 120-139. 

 

4. Liberty (Mill’s harm principle vs. paternalism and moralism)  

 

Norman E. Bowie and Robert L. Simon, “Liberty,” The Individual and Political Order, 3rd 

edition (Rowman & Littlefield, 1998), ch. 7. 

J. Hospers, “Paternalism,” in Human Conduct: Problems of Ethics, 3rd edition (Harcourt Brace 

College Publishers, 1996). 

James L. Fredericks, “SATANIC CARTOONS: Rights and Responsibilities in a  

 Post-Colonial World” (2006) (optional). Available at the website: 

http://www.civic-exchange.org/eng/upload/files/200605_SatanicCartoon.pdf 

 

5. Political Obligation and Civil Disobedience 

 

Plato, “Crito”, in H.A. Bedau (ed.), Civil Disobedience in Focus (Routledge, 1991) 

John Rawls, “Legal Obligation, Fair Play, and Civil Disobedience”, in John Arthur and 

William H. Shaw (eds), Social and Political Philosophy (Prentice Hall, 1992) 

http://www.un.org/en/documents/udhr/
http://www.civic-exchange.org/eng/upload/files/200605_SatanicCartoon.pdf
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6. Terrorism: For and Against 

Michael Walzer, “Terrorism: A Critique of Excuses”, Arguing about War, (Yale University Press, 

2004). 

J. Angelo Corlett, “Can Terrorism ever be Justified?”, Terrorism: A Philosophical Analysis, 

(Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2003), Ch 5. 

 

7. Theories of Social Justice: Rawls, Nozick & Confucianism 

 

Will Kymlicka, “Liberal Equality” & “Libertarianism” Contemporary Political Philosophy, 2nd 

edition (Oxford University Press, 2002), Chs. 3 & 4. 

Norman Bowie and Robert Simon, “Justice”, The Individual and the Political Order: An 

Introduction to Social and Political Philosophy, 3rd edition (Rowan and Littlefield 

Publishers, 1998), ch. 4. 

Ho Mun Chan, “The Ethics of Care and Political Practices in Hong Kong”, in Beng Huat Chua 

(ed.), Communitarian Politics in Asia, (Routledge, 2004), ch. 6. 

 

8. Gender Equality and Feminism 

  

LaBossiere, Michael (2008), What Don’t You Know? Philosophical Provocations, London and 

New York: Continuum, Chapter 6, ‘Gender and Ethics’, pp. 61-74 only. 

Tong, Rosemarie (2003), ‘Gender and Sexual Discrimination’, in Hugh LaFollette (ed.) (2003), 

The Oxford Handbook of Practical Ethics, Oxford: Oxford University Press, pp. 

219-244. 

Jaggar, Alison M. (1990), ‘Sexual Difference and Sexual Equality’, selections reprinted in 

Daniel Bonevac (ed.) (2002), Today’s Moral Issues: Classic and Contemporary 

Perspectives, Fourth Edition, McGraw-Hill, pp. 570-9. 

 

9. The Legacy of Marx 

 

Swift, Adam (2006), Political Philosophy: A Beginners’ Guide for Students and Politicians, 

Second edition, Cambridge: Polity, Part 2, ‘Liberty’, Section ‘Freedom, private 

property, the market and redistribution’, pp. 68-71 only. 

Wolff, Jonathan (1996), An Introduction to Political Philosophy, Oxford: Oxford University 

Press, chapter 4, ‘The Place of Liberty’, Section ‘Marxist objections to liberalism’, pp. 

142-3 only. 

Marx, Karl (1875), ‘Critique of the Gotha Programme’, selections reprinted in Michael Rosen 

and Jonathan Wolff (ed.) (1999), Political Thought, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

Section ‘From Each According to His Abilities, To Each According to His Needs’, pp. 

231-33. 

 

10. The Communitarian Critique of Liberalism 

   

Swift, Adam (2006), Political Philosophy: A Beginners’ Guide for Students and Politicians, 

Second edition, Cambridge: Polity, Part 4, ‘Community’, pp. 133-77. 

Kymlicka, Will (1995), ‘Community’, in Robert E. Goodin and Philip Pettit (eds.) (1995), A 

Companion to Contemporary Political Philosophy, Oxford, UK and Cambridge, Mass.: 

Blackwell. [Available as E-Book from the CityU library.] 

 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

1. Introduction, and Rights and Virtues (What are rights? What are virtues? John Locke’s 

theory of rights; Mencius’ account of virtues)   

 

Seung-hwan Lee, ‘Liberal Rights or/and Confucian Virtues?’ Philosophy East & West 46: 3 

(July 1996), pp. 367-380 (optional).   
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2. Liberty (two types of liberty; Mill’s harm principle) 

 

Henry M. Magid, “John Stuart Mill,’ in Leo Strauss and Joseph Cropsey (eds.), History of 

Political Philosophy (University of Chicago Press, 1987). (optional) 

 

3.  Liberty (Mill’s harm principle vs. paternalism and moralism)  

 

Alan Haworth, “A Case Study,” in Free Speech (Routledge, 1998) (optional). 

 

4. Political Obligation and Civil Disobedience 

 

Cedric T. Chou, Ideal State of Law: A Virtual Dialogue between Socrates and Mencius 

(Commercial Press, 1999), chs. 4 & 10. (In Chinese, optional). 

 

5. Gender Equality and Feminism 

  

Holmstrom, Nancy (1998), ‘Human Nature’, in Alison M. Jaggar and Iris Marion Young (eds.) 

(1998), A Companion to Feminist Philosophy, Malden, Mass.: Blackwell, pp. 280-8.  

[Available as eBook online.] (Optional) 

 

6. The Legacy of Marx 

 

Wolff, Jonathan (2002), Why Read Marx Today?, Oxford and New York: Oxford University 

Press, pp. 28-45 (required), pp. 52-66 (optional). [This book is available as E-Book 

from the CityU library.]  

 

 

 


