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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

 

 

News Feature Writing   

Course Code: 

 

 

COM4204  

Course Duration: 

 

 

One Semester 

Credit Units: 

 

 

3 

Level: 

 

 

B4  

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

 Arts and Humanities 

 Study of Societies, Social and Business Organizations 

 Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 

 

English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

None 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

None 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

EN4562 News Feature Writing  

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

None 
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Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  

 (A 150-word description about the course) 

 
COM4204 aims to expand the skills acquired by students in News Writing and Reporting. It focuses on the 

skills required for long journalistic treatments: news features, profiles, news analyses, background stories, 

and interview stories. Its emphasis is on narrative and descriptive writing, refining interviews and research 

techniques. The course takes a hands-on approach with students work on stories that require regular input in 

preparation and writing. 

 

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

No. CILOs
#
 Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Determine the journalistic fields open to the trained feature 

writer, from the commercial publication to the industrial 

trade publication  

    

2. Evaluate markets for features at magazines, daily 

newspapers, and weekly newspapers  

    

3. Conduct personal interviews according to professional 

standards and write personal profile features which are 

accurate, unbiased, objective, and interesting  

    

4. Define the various kinds of short and in-depth 

news/opinion news features common to daily and magazine 

journalism  

    

5. Demonstrate correct usage of basic bibliographical and 

library research methods from actual use of materials so 

gained in stories that meet professional standards 

    

6. Write publishable features with good narrative structure, 

voice, style, and characterization 

    

7. Use English and Chinese correctly in terms of accuracy, 

conciseness, organization, expression, grammar, and style 

    

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    
#
 Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 

(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 
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3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 

applicable)  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Lecture Lectures on the various fields 

and markets where features 

are needed 

        

Class discussion Class discussion of and 

exercises on interviews for 

gathering information for 

feature stories  

        

Lectures Lectures on various kinds of 

news features 

        

Exercises Exercises on bibliographical 

and library research 

        

Exercises Exercises on feature writing 

in and outside class 

        

Discussion Discussion, trouble shooting 

and correction of errors in 

language and style 

        

 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

Continuous Assessment: 100 % 
One short paper (7 pages) on 

the market where feature 

stories are needed 

       20%  

One assignment on a “personal 

profile” that is based on 

information from interviews 

and bibliographical/library 

research (length varies 

according to the nature of the 

story) 

       20%  

Three features: 

 One news analysis 

 One commentary 

 One human-interest news 

feature 

 

        

20% 

20% 

20% 

 

60%  

of the final 

grade 

 

Language and style will be 

assessed and account for 20% 

of each assignment 

         

Examination: NA 

* The weightings should add up to 100%.  100%  
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5. Assessment Rubrics   
(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 

 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair 

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

Short paper Grading Criteria for 

Writing Assignments 

(see rubrics) 

 

Language and style 

will be assessed and 

account for 20% of 

each assignment. 

 

Grading Criteria for the 

Use of Language  

Accuracy = 4 points 

Conciseness = 4 points 

Expression = 4 points 

Grammar = 4 points 

Style = 4 points 

 

The feature is well 

written and free of 

errors. The lead is 

clear, concise and 

interesting. The 

story is well 

organized and 

contains effective 

transitions, 

quotations, 

descriptions and 

anecdotes. It can be 

published by 

newspapers and 

magazines. 

The feature contains 

only a few minor 

errors of style. The 

lead is enticing, and 

the body presents all 

the information for a 

comprehensive news 

story. The story is 

written in a 

cohesive, well-

organized manner. 

The story is not as 

detailed, descriptive 

or interesting as an 

“A” story. A 

newspaper/magazine 

could publish the 

story after minimal 

editing. 

The feature is 

superficial. The 

lead is too wordy 

and fails to clearly 

emphasize the 

latest, most 

interesting or 

most important 

aspects of the 

story. The story 

tends to be 

disorganized and 

contains many 

minor errors. 

Some parts have 

to be rewritten 

because they are 

repetitious, 

awkward or 

confusing. It 

could be 

published only 

after extensive 

editing. 

The feature 

contains all the 

necessary facts, 

but those facts 

are presented so 

ineffectively that 

they would have 

to be rewritten 

before the story 

could be 

published. The 

story also may 

contain an 

unacceptable 

number of 

stylistic, spelling 

or grammatical 

errors. 

The feature could not 

be published by any 

publication and is so 

incomplete, confusing 

or erroneous that the 

facts in the story 

could not be rewritten 

and published. 

Assignment on a 

“personal profile” that 

is based on 

information from 

interviews and 

bibliographical/library 

research (length 

varies according to 

the nature of the 

story) 

Three features: 

 One news analysis 

 One commentary 

 One human-

interest news 

feature 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 

1.  Keyword Syllabus 
(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

 

Narrative structures and techniques; Mews features; Personal profile; News commentary; Side-bar stories; 

Narrative and descriptive writing; Interview stories. 

 

2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of e-

books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   

 

Recommended Reading 
 

1. Garrison, Bruce (1999). Professional Feature Writing. (3rd ed.). Mahwah, New Jersey: Lawrence 

Erlbaum. 

2. Hay, Vicky (1990). The Essential Feature Writing for Magazines and Newspapers. New York: 

Columbia University Press. 

3.  The Associated Press Stylebook and Libel Manual. (the latest edition). New York: The Associated 

Press.  

4. The MingPao Weekly 

5. The South China Morning Post 

 

2.2  Additional Readings  
(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 
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