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City University of Hong Kong 

 

Information on a Course 
offered by Department of Asian and International Studies 

with effect from Semester A in 2011 - 2012 

 

 

Part I 

 

Course Title: Political Dynamics in East and Southeast Asia 

 

Course Code: AIS3024 

 

Course Duration: One semester 

 

No. of Credit Units: 3 

 

Level: B3 

 

Medium of Instruction: English 

 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title) Nil 

 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title) Nil 

 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title) AIS3031 Political Dynamics in Asia                       

 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title) Nil 

 

 

Part II  

 

1. Course Aims: 

This course aims to broaden and deepen students’ knowledge of processes of political 

change in the context of East and Southeast Asia. The course will enable students to 

address the following questions: 

1. What types of changes have occurred and are occurring in the region? 

2. In which temporal and spatial contexts are these occurring? 

3. Why are these processes occurring? 

4. Who brought about these changes? Who are affected by these changes? 

5. How do these changes impact on the environment, economy, society and 

culture? 

 



 2 

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 
No. CILOs Weighting (if applicable) 

1. 

Identify the political dynamics of East and Southeast Asian 

societies in terms of formal and informal processes of stasis 

and change 

 

2. 

Analyse the political dynamics of East and Southeast Asia 

in terms of contestations between different collective and 

individual actors both within the region and from outside 

the region 

 

3. 

Discover the strategic interests underlying political 

processes of stasis and change in East and Southeast Asian 

societies 

 

4. 

Access and critically evaluate a range of information 

sources on East and Southeast Asia  

 

 

5. 

Undertake analytically sound research on processes of 

political change in East and Southeast Asia 

 

 

6. Communicate research findings effectively 

 

 

 

3. Teaching and learning Activities (TLAs) 
(designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs) 

 
ILO No TLAs Hours/week (if applicable) 

CILO 1 Lecture 2 hrs per week 

CILO 2 Tutorial 1 hr per week 

CILO 3 Readings  

CILO 4 Viewing of documentary films and discussion on 

Blackboard 

 

CILO 5 Extraction and discussion of relevant news events by 

lecturer and students 

 

CILO 6 Consultations with lecturer and tutors   
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4. Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs) 

 

Type of 

Assessment 

Tasks/Activities 

Weighting ILOs to be 

addressed 

Remarks 

Tutorial 

presentations 

20% 1-6 The tutorial 

presentation 

enhances group 

work, giving the 

students to rehearse 

what they have read 

and learnt from the 

lectures.  

Group report 

(2000 words) 

20% 1-6 The group report 

enables the students 

to write up their 

tutorial 

presentations, 

incorporating the 

feedback received 

from the tutor and 

from fellow 

students.  

Individual essay 

(2000 words) 

20% 1-6 The individual 

essay enables each 

student to develop 

one particular 

aspect of the group 

report. This is a 

culmination of the 

process beginning 

from the tutorial 

presentation, 

emulating the 

academic process of 

conference papers 

from presentation to 

publication. 

Mid-semester quiz 20% 1-6 The quiz evaluates 

students’ learning 

of concepts and 

cases from lectures, 

readings, films and 

news events.  

Final test 20% 1-6 The final test 

assesses the 

students’ holistic 

grasp of the key 

lessons learnt from 

all aspects of the 

course 

 

 



 4 

Part III   

Keyword Syllabus: 

 State formation 

 Forms of political organisation 

 Governance structures 

 Democratizing and anti-democratising processes 

 Political demands for human rights and democracy 

 Geo-political forces and transnational institutions 

 Alliances and conflicts 

 National and regional politics 

 Modes of political legitimation 

 The politicisation of religions 

 Popular culture as resistance 

 Separatist movements 

 Contradictions between regionalism, regionalisation, globalisation and political 

fragmentation 

 

Recommended Reading: 

Text(s): 

Bauer, Joanne R.  and Daniel A. Bell (eds), The East Asian challenge for human rights. 

Cambridge, UK & New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Bodansky, Daniel. 1999. ‘The Legitimacy of International Governance: A Coming Challenge 

for International Environmental Law?’, The American Journal of International Law, 

Vol. 93, No. 3. (Jul., 1999), pp. 596-624. 

Brown, David. 2002. ‘Why might constructed nationalist and ethnic ideologies come into 

confrontation with each other?’ The Pacific Review, vol. 15 no. 4: 555-570. 

Chua, Beng Huat. 1999. ‘Global economy/immature polity: current crisis in Southeast 

Asia’, International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 23(4): 782-796. 

Croissant. Aurel. December 2004. ‘From transition to defective democracy: mapping 

Asian democratisation’, Democratisation 11(5): 156-178. 

Dent, Christopher M. 1997. ‘The ASEM: Managing the New Framework of the EU's 

Economic Relations With East Asia’,  

Pacific Affairs, Vol. 70, No. 4. (Winter, 1997-1998), pp. 495-516.  

Diamond, Larry and Marc F. Plattner (eds). 1998. Democracy in East Asia. Baltimore, 

Maryland: Johns Hopkins University Press. Semi-closed (Reserve) JQ1499.A58 D46 

Downs, Erica Strecker & Phillip C. Saunders. 1998-9. ‘Legitimacy and the limits of 

nationalism: China and the Diaoyu Islands’, International Security 23(3): 

114-146. 

Fried, Morton H. 1967. The evolution of political society: an essay in political anthropology. 
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New York: McGraw-Hill. 

Grosfoguel, Ramon & Ana Margarita Cervantes-Rodriguez. 2002. ‘Unthinking 

twentieth-century Eurocentric mythologies: universalist knowledges, decolonization, and 

developmentalism’. In Ramon Grosfoguel and Ana Margarita Cervantes-Rodriguez 

(eds), The modern/colonial/capitalist world-system in the twentieth century: global 

processes, antisystemic movements, and the geopolitics of knowledge. Westport, CT: 

Greenwood Press, 2002. 

Harris, Stuart. 2000. ‘Asian multilateral institutions and their response to the Asian 

economic crisis: the global and regional implications’, The Pacific Review 13(3): 

495-516. 

Hefner, A Robert. 2001. ‘Public Islam and the problem of democratization’, 

Sociology of Religion, Winter 2001 

Jackson, John H. 2003. ‘Sovereignty-modern: a new approach to an outdated concept’, The 

American Journal of International Law, Vol. 97, No. 4. (Oct., 2003), pp. 782-802. 

Jayasuriya, Kanishka. 2000. ‘Authoritarian liberalism, governance and the emergence of the 

regulatory state in post-Crisis East Asia’. In Richard Robison, Mark Beeson, Kanishka 

Jayasuriya and Hyuk-Rae Kim (eds), Politics and markets in the wake of the Asian 

Crisis. London and New York: Routledge. Pages 315-330.  

Jesudason, James V. 2001. State Legitimacy, Minority Political Participation, and 

Ethnic Conflict in Indonesia and Malaysia’, in N.J. Colletta, T.G. Lim, A. 

Kelles-Vitaanen (eds), 2001, Social cohesion and conflict prevention in Asia. 

Washington D.C.: The World Bank. 

Kipnis, Andrew. 2001. ‘The flourishing of religion in post-Mao China and the 

anthropological category of religion’, The Australian Journal of Anthropology 

Kreps, Gary A. & Susan Lovegren Bosworth. 1993. ‘Disaster, Organizing, and Role 

Enactment: A Structural Approach’, The American Journal of Sociology, Vol. 99, No. 2. 

(Sept 1993), pp. 428-463.  

Kreps, Gary A. 1984. ‘Sociological Inquiry and Disaster Research’, Annual Review of 

Sociology, Vol. 10. (1984), pp. 309-330.  

Li, Tania Murray. 2001. ‘Masyarakat adat, difference, and the limits of recognition in 

Indonesia’s Forest Zone’, Modern Asian Studies 30(3): 645-676. 

Ma, Ngok. 2003. ‘Governing Hong Kong: legitimacy, communication and political 

decay,’ Pacific Affairs 76 (summer) 

Mackerras, Colin (ed). 2000. Eastern Asia: an introductory history, third edition. Frenchs 

Forest, New South Wales: Longman.  

Mahbub ul Haq. 1999. Reflections on human development. Expanded edition. Delhi & New 

York: Oxford University Press. 

Manan, Wan. 1999. ‘A nation in distress: human rights, authoritarianism, and Asian 
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values in Malaysia’, Sojourn 14(2): 359-381.    

Mann, M. 1997. ‘Has globalization ended the rise and rise of the nation-state?’, 

Review of International Political Economy 4(3): 472-496. 

McKenna, Tom. 2002. ‘Saints, scholars and the idealised past in Philippine Muslim 

separatism’, The Pacific Review, vol. 15 no. 4: 539-553. 

Montes, Manuel F. & Francisco A. Magno. 1997. ‘Trade and Environmental Diplomacy: 

Strategic Options for 

ASEAN’, Pacific Affairs, Vol. 70, No. 3. (Autumn, 1997), pp. 351-372.  

Muzaffar, Chandar. 2005. ‘The relationship between Southeast Asia and the US: a 

contemporary analysis’, Social Research 72(4): 903-913. 

Narine, Shaun. 2004. ‘State sovereignty, political legitimacy and regional 

institutionalism in the Asia-Pacific’, The Pacific Review 17(3): 423-450. 

Norani Othman. 1999. ‘Grounding human rights arguments in non-Western culture: Shari’a 

and the citizenship rights of women in a modern Islamic state’.  In Joanne R. Bauer and 

Daniel A. Bell (eds), The East Asian challenge for human rights. Cambridge, UK & 

New York: Cambridge University Press. Pages 169-192. 

Oliver-Smith, Anthony. 1996. ‘Anthropological Research on Hazards and Disasters’, Annual 

Review of Anthropology, Vol. 25. (1996), pp. 303-328. 

Potter, Pitman B. 2003. ‘Belief in Control: Regulation of Religion in China’, The 

China Quarterly 174: 317-337 

Rajah, Ananda. 2002. ‘A “nation of intent” in Burma: Karen ethno-nationalism, nationalism 

and narrations of nation’, The Pacific Review, vol. 15 no. 4: 517-537. 

Razavi, Shahra. 2006. ‘Islamic politics, human rights and women’s claims for 

equality in Iran’, Third World Quarterly 27(7): 1223-1237 

Rigg, Jonathan. Southeast Asia: the human landscape of modernization and development, 

London and New York: Routledge 

Saunders, Phillip C. 2000. ‘Supping with a Long Spoon: Dependence and Interdependence in 

Sino-American Relations’, The China Journal, No. 43. (Jan., 2000), pp. 55-81.  

Sen, Amartya. 1999. ‘Human rights and economic achievements’. In Joanne R. Bauer and 

Daniel A. Bell (eds), The East Asian challenge for human rights. Cambridge, UK & 

New York: Cambridge University Press. Pages 88-102. 

Shim, Doobo. 2006. ‘Hybridity and the rise of Korean popular culture in Asia’, 

Media, culture and society 28(1): 25-44 

Smith, A.D. 1996. ‘Culture, community, territory’, International Affairs 72(3): 

445-458 

Steinberg, Richard H. 2004. ‘Judicial Lawmaking at the WTO: Discursive, Constitutional, 

and Political Constraints’, The American Journal of International Law, Vol. 98, No. 2. 

(Apr., 2004), pp. 247-275.  
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Storm, Servaas & Naastepad, CWM. 2005. ‘Strategic factors in economic 

development: East Asian Industrialisation 1950-2003’, Development and Change 

36(6): 1059-1094. 

Thompson, Mark. 2004. ‘Pacific Asia after “Asian values”: authoritarianism, 

democracy, and “good governance”’, Third World Quarterly 25(6): 1079-1095. 

Toal, G. 2001. ‘Post Cold War geopolitics: contrasting superpowers in a world of 

global dangers’, chapter in Geographies of Global Change (2
nd

 ed.) 

Tønnesson, Stein and Hans Antlöv (eds). 1996. Asian forms of the nation. Richmond: Curzon 

& Copenhagen: Nordic Institute of Asian Studies.  

Weber, Max. 1921. ‘Politics as a vocation’. In Gerth, H.H. and Mills, C. Wright (translated 

and edited), From Max Weber: Essays in Sociology, pp. 77-128, New York: Oxford 

University Press, 1946.  

Wee, Vivienne and Kanishka Jayasuriya. 2002. ‘New geographies and temporalities of 

power: exploring the new fault-lines of Southeast Asia’, The Pacific Review, vol. 15 no. 

4: 475-495. 

Wee, Vivienne. 2001. ‘Political fault-lines in Southeast Asia: movements for ethnic autonomy 

as nations of intent’, Hong Kong: City University of Hong Kong, Southeast Asia 

Research Centre, Working Paper No. 16. 

Wee, Vivienne. 2002. ‘Ethno-nationalism in process: ethnicity, atavism and indigenism in 

Riau, Indonesia’, The Pacific Review, vol. 15 no. 4: 497-516. 

Wee, Vivienne. 2002. Will Indonesia hold? Past, present and future in a fragmenting state. 

Hong Kong: City University of Hong Kong, Southeast Asia Research Centre, Working 

Paper No. 34. 

Winzeler, Robert L. 1976. ‘Ecology, culture, social organization, and state formation 

in Southeast Asia’ [with comments from Ronald Cohen, Robert Hunt, and 

others] 

Zakaria, Fareed. Nov/Oct 2002. ‘The dustbin of history: Asian values’, Foreign 

Policy 133: 38. 

 

 

Online Resources: 

Aditjondro, George. 1995. ‘Liberating our colonial mindset’, outline of a lecture 

presented in the Winter Lecture Series 1995 on Wednesday, August 16, 1995 at 

the AIA-CSEAS Monash Asia Institute in Melbourne Australia. 

<http://www.hartford-hwp.com/archives/54b/034.html>HRS 
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Davos Forum Discusses 'Shifting Power', 

http://www.rferl.org/featuresarticle/2007/01/bafffa2c-e5b1-4582-8138-a98092bd

f368.html [News report] 

 

Environmental challenges across Asia - March 2, 2007, 

http://internationalstudies.uchicago.edu/environmentalchallengesacrossasia/  

 

‘International Governmental Organisations’ 

http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govinfo/resource/internat/igo.html 

 

Alatas, Syed Farid. 2002. ‘Islam, democratisation and civil society in Indonesia and 

Malaysia’. Paper presented at the Symposium on Islam in Southeast Asia and 

China: regional faithlines and faultlines in the global ummah, 

http://islamsymposium.cityu.edu.hk/abstract/08Alatas.pdf 

 

http://www.library.northwestern.edu/govinfo/resource/internat/igo.html
http://islamsymposium.cityu.edu.hk/abstract/08Alatas.pdf

