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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

 

 

Animal Welfare 

Course Code: VM 2002 

Course Duration: 

 

1 semester 

Credit Units: 

 

 

3 credits 

Level: B2 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 

 

English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 
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Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  

(A 150-word description about the course) 

 

By the end of this course students will have learnt the fundamentals of animal sentience, naturalness or 

telos, the components of animal wellbeing, animal suffering, and pain. They will know the differences 

and similarities between animal rights and animal welfare science. Students will understand that 

provision for an animal’s welfare must be determined on a species-specific basis and be able to describe 

these within the common animal welfare terminology (for example the Five Freedoms).  They will 

have a sound understanding of the use of assessing behavior as an indication of animal welfare status. 

They will have gained an understanding of topical problems such as hereditary problems, breed 

associated conditions and reproductive technologies. They will learn methods of euthanasia and the 

appropriateness of this being applied in a variety of scenarios.  They will have learnt the laws of Hong 

Kong relevant to animal protection and welfare and their application.                                

  

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. In Annex 5 of the AVBC Accreditation standards AVBC 

attributes of veterinary graduates, it states a CILO of this 

course that all graduates should possess an appreciation of 

the complexity of ethical issues, the diversity of stakeholder 

perspectives and the range of cultural values. They should 

also have a desire to promote animal welfare and an 

awareness of the need to communicate with clients and to 

involve them fully in planning and management  

Students who have successfully completed this course will 

have a practical understanding of biological function, 

animal sentience, naturalness or telos, the components of 

animal wellbeing, animal suffering, and pain. They will 

know the differences and similarities between animal rights 

and animal welfare science. They will have learnt methods 

of communicating with other interested parties within 

society (ranging from families, through to politicians and 

ethics committees). 

They will understand the reasoning behind the welfare 

leadership role of the profession. 

40%    

2. In Annex 6 of the AVBC Accreditation standards, RCVS 

Day One Competencies it states a CILO of this course that 

students understand the ethical and legal responsibilities of 

the veterinary surgeon in relation to patients, clients, 

society and the environment (2), Assess the physical 

condition, welfare and nutritional status of an animal or 

group of animals and advise the client on principles of 

husbandry and feeding (21), assess and manage pain (33), 

recognize when euthanasia is appropriate and perform it 

humanely, using an appropriate method, whilst showing 

sensitivity to the feelings of owners and others, with due 

regard to the safety of those present; and advise on disposal 

30%    
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of the carcase (34). Students who have successfully 

completed this section of the course will have a sound 

understanding of the use of assessing behavior as an 

indication of animal welfare status, relating housing and 

husbandry to behavior, sentient processes of animals. They 

will know how external factors such as farm building 

design, ecology, stockmanship, enrichment, isolation and 

social groupings can affect welfare status. They will know 

many of the varieties of intensive and extensive 

management systems of animals and the welfare 

challenges, the routine procedures both in small animals 

and farm practice and their welfare implications and link 

this to pain management, and overall ethics. An 

understanding of topical problems such as hereditary 

problems, breed associated conditions, reproductive 

technologies including embryo transfer. They will learn 

methods of euthanasia and the appropriateness of this being 

applied in a variety of scenarios. 

3. Students who have successfully completed this CILO will 

have a sound knowledge of the Animal Welfare Legislation 

in Hong Kong and its implementation. They will also have 

a working knowledge of the law and common standards 

expected for businesses or homes where breeding of pet 

animals occurs. A series of field visits will be used to 

underline the lectures of this course. 

30%    

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 

 

 
3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 

applicable)  

1 2 3 4  

Lectures The academic course content will be 

delivered to the students covering all 

of CILO 1and an introduction to 

CILO 2 and 3. 

      2 hours/week 

Tutorials      1 hour/ week 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4   

Continuous assessment: 30% 
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Monthly in-semester tests       30% 3 assessments; 10% 

each 

Examination: 70% (duration: 2 hours) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  
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5. Assessment Rubrics   
(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 

 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair  

(C+, C) 

Failure 

(F) 

1. Field trip 

reports 

Perception of ethical and 

welfare issues during field 

trips and the ability to lucidly 

and logically present those 

perceptions in written form 

Demonstrates a high 

level of perception of 

ethical and welfare 

issues and ability to 

describe those issues 

in written form 

Demonstrates a 

well-developed level 

of perception of ethical 

and welfare issues and 

ability to describe 

those issues in written 

form 

Demonstrates a basic 

level of perception of 

ethical and welfare 

issues and ability to 

describe those issues 

in written form 

Demonstrates a lack of 

ability to perceive 

ethical and welfare 

issues and to describe 

those issues in written 

form 

2. Monthly tests Knowledge of stakeholders 

and legal aspects of animal 

welfare. Understanding of 

sentience, cultural dimensions 

and philosophical bases in 

relation to animal welfare. 

Ethical considerations of the 

extent of treatment and the 

appropriateness of euthanasia 

Demonstrates a highly 

developed knowledge 

and understanding 

about animal welfare 

Demonstrates a 

well-developed 

knowledge and 

understanding about 

animal welfare 

Demonstrates a basic 

knowledge and 

understanding about 

animal welfare 

Demonstrates a lack of 

knowledge and 

understanding about 

animal welfare 

3. Examination Knowledge of stakeholders 

and legal aspects of animal 

welfare. Understanding of 

sentience, cultural dimensions 

and philosophical bases in 

relation to animal welfare. 

Ethical considerations of the 

extent of treatment and the 

appropriateness of euthanasia 

Demonstrates a highly 

developed knowledge 

and understanding 

about animal welfare 

Demonstrates a 

well-developed 

knowledge and 

understanding about 

animal welfare 

Demonstrates a basic 

knowledge and 

understanding about 

animal welfare 

Demonstrates a lack of 

knowledge and 

understanding about 

animal welfare 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

  

Animal Welfare ethics Animal Experimentation Cruelty psychopharmacology behaviour stress pain 

laboratory, zoo, preference and motivation. 

 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

1. Mellor D, Patterson-Kane E, Stafford K. (2009). The Sciences of Animal Welfare (UFAW 

Animal Welfare). 

2.  Phillips, C.J.C. (2009).The Welfare of Animals: The Silent Majority 220 pp. Springer, 

Dordrecht.  

 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

1. Ascione, Frank R. Ed. (2008). The International Handbook of Animal Abuse & Cruelty. 

Purdue University Press. 

2. Benson GH and Rollin BE. (2004). The well being of farm animals. Blackwell Publishing.   

3.  Rachels, J. (1993). The elements of moral philosophy. McGraw-Hill.   

4. OIE (2005). Animal Welfare: Global issues, trends & challenges Scientific and Technical 

Review. 

5. 
Broom, DM and Fraser, AF (2007). Domestic animal behaviour and welfare. London, Bailliere 

Tindall. 
 

 

 


