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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

 

Economic Transformation in China 

Course Code: 

 

POL3725 

Course Duration: 

 

One semester 

Credit Units: 

 

3 

Level: 

 

B3 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 

English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

None 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

None 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

SA/POL3702 Economic Transformation in China;  

SA3725 Political Economy of China’s Marketization 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

None 

 

 

 



  
 

 

Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  
 (A 150-word description about the course) 

  

This course aims to  

• examine key concepts, core issues, principles and process of planned economy and market 

economy 

• evaluate critically the progress and implication of the process of market transition in post-Mao 

China 

• analyse how the economic institutions interact with social, political, historical and diplomatic 

factors   

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Detect the scope, nature, limitations, major features and the 

value of market/planned economy 

25% ✓ ✓  

2. Appraise the trajectory of institutional development and 

how evolution of economic institutions is related to social, 

political, historical and diplomatic factors 

25% ✓ ✓  

3. Discover the dynamics and major issues of market 

transition in contemporary China 

25% ✓ ✓  

4. Analyse on the major implications and prospect of the 

market reform process in post-Mao China 

25% ✓ ✓  

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 

 

 



  
 

3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 

applicable)  1 2 3 4 5 6 

Readings Students are required to read at 

least a piece of assigned readings 

after the lecture, and the essential 

readings before each tutorial 

✓       

Lectures Students will acquire knowledge 

of the concepts, values and 

development of China’s economy 

since 1949, apply the theoretical 

knowledge to analyze 

development of China’s economy. 

 ✓      

Blackboard On-line availability of lecture 

outlines, debate on conceptual and 

current issues, feedback and 

questions. 

  ✓     

Tutorials Students will 

-discuss and debate on key issues 

and concerns of market/planned 

economy 

-apply the theoretical and 

conceptual knowledge in 

evaluating development of 

post-Mao development 

-give presentation on selected 

topics 

-interact with their peers and 

establish the persuasiveness of 

their argument 

   ✓    

A 

combination 

of individual 

and group 

work 

-Each student has to write an 

individual term essay on selected 

topic 

-Students have to collaborate with 

others to prepare a presentation on 

selected topics 

-Students have to comment on 

each other’s performance in 

presentation skill, persuasiveness 

of argument and analysis 

    ✓   

Quiz Students will 

-take a short test of multiple 

choice questions/short questions 

     ✓  

 

 

 

 

 



  
 

 

4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 
(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 

 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5  

Continuous Assessment: __50__% 

Participation in tutorial 

discussion 
✓      10 Students are expected to 

attend each tutorial 

meetings and actively 

engage in the debate, 

exchange and discussion 

Individual paper  ✓     20 Student should read all 

assigned readings and 

integrate the insights 

raised in the tutorial 

discussion. Originality is 

highly appreciated and the 

paper should not be a 

summary of points listed 

in assigned readings. The 

paper has to be properly 

referenced. 

Group presentation   ✓    10 Members of the group 

have to arrange a fair 

distribution of work load 

and each member should 

take active part in the oral 

presentation and 

feedback parts. Substance 

of the argument, rather 

than the style and format 

of presentation is the 

main concern. 

Quiz    ✓   10 Short questions/Multiple 

choice question 

         

Examination: __50__% (duration:   2 hours  , if applicable) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  

 

Note: 

If a course has both coursework and examination components, students are required to pass BOTH the 

coursework assessment AND the examination before they can be awarded an overall passing grade of the 

course.
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5. Assessment Rubrics   

(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 
 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair 

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1.  Participation in 

tutorial discussion 

2. Individual paper 

3. Group 

presentation 

4. Quiz 

5. End-of-course 

 High standard of 

knowledge of the 

concepts, values 

and development 

of China’s 

economy since 

1949 as well as the 

key issues and 

concerns of 

market/planned 

economy. Highly 

critical ideas in 

evaluating the 

development of 

China since 1949. 

Strong ability to 

apply the 

theoretical 

knowledge to 

analyze 

development of 

China’s economy. 

Excellent research, 

writing and 

communication 

skills. 

Fairly good 

understanding of 

the concepts, 

values and 

development of 

China’s economy 

since 1949 as well 

as the key issues 

and concerns of 

market/planned 

economy. Fairly 

criticaly ideas in 

evaluating the 

development in 

China since 1949. 

Ability to apply 

the theoretical 

knowledge to 

analyze 

development of 

China’s economy. 

Good research, 

writing and 

communication 

skills. 

Rudimentary 

understanding of 

the concepts, values 

and development of 

China’s economy 

since 1949 as well 

as the key issues 

and concerns of 

market/planned 

economy. Little 

innovative ideas in 

evaluating the 

progress of China’s 

development since 

1949. Weak ability 

to apply the 

theoretical 

knowledge to 

analyze 

development of 

China’s economy. 

Basic research, 

writing and 

communication 

skills. 

Poor understanding of 

the concepts, values 

and development of 

China’s economy 

since 1949 as well as 

the key issues and 

concerns of 

market/planned 

economy. Very little 

innovative ideas in 

evaluating the 

progress of China’s 

development since 

1949. Very little 

ability to apply the 

theoretical knowledge 

to analyze 

development of 

China’s economy. 

Weak research, 

writing and 

communication skills. 

Almost no knowledge 

of the concepts, values 

and development of 

China’s economy 

since 1949 as well as 

the key issues and 

concerns of 

market/planned 

economy. No 

innovative ideas in 

evaluating the 

progress of China’s 

development since 

1949. Almost no 

ability to apply the 

theoretical knowledge 

to analyze 

development of 

China’s economy. 

Inadequate research, 

writing and 

communication skills. 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Course Syllabus 

POL3725 

 

Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

 

Market economy, planned economy, ownership reform, state sector, soft-budgetary constraint, 

incentive, efficiency, socialism, privatization, banking reform, open door reform, globalization, 

industrialization, collectivization, decentralization, WTO, capital market, nationalization. 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

Barry Naughton (1996), Growing Out of the Plan (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press), Chapter 

4. 

Barry Naughton (2007), The Chinese Economy (Cambridge, Mass & London: MIT Press). 

Carl Riskin (1987), China’s Political Economy (Oxford: Oxford University Press). Janos Kornai 

(1992), The Socialist System (Princeton: Princeton University Press). 

Gregory Chow (2002), China’s Economic Transformation (Malden, Mass. & Oxford: Blackwell). 

 Kenneth Lieberthal (1995), Governing China (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1995 

Maxim Boycko, Andrei Shleifer & Robert Vishny (1996), Privatizing Russia (Cambridge, MA: The 

MIT Press). 

Merle Goldman and Roderick MacFarquhar (eds.), The Paradox of China’s Post-Mao Reforms 

(Harvard: Harvard University Press). 

Nicholas Lardy (1998), China’s Unfinished Economic Revolution (Washington DC: Brookings 

Institution). 

Nicholas Lardy (2002), Integrating China into Global Economy (Washington DC: Brookings 

Institution). 

Shahid Yusuf et al (2006), Under New Ownership (Stanford: Stanford University Press). 

Susan Shirk (1993), The Political Logic of Economic Reform in China (Berkeley: University of 

California Press). 

William Kirby (2011), The People’s Republic of China at 60 (Cambridge: Fairbank Centre for China 

Studies, Harvard University Press). 

David Shambaugh (2013), China Goes Global (Oxford: Oxford University Press). 

鄧小平（1984）“黨和國家領導制度的改革”《鄧小平文選 1975-1987》（北京人民出版社） 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

Online Resources: 

 

Centre for Northeast Asian Policy Studies, Brookings Institution 

http://brookings.edu/fp/cnaps 

People’s Republic of China Online 

http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk/link/cnlink.asp?type=gov 

White Papers of the (Chinese) Government 

http://www.china.org.cn/e-white/index.htm 

International Monetary Fund 

http://www.imf.org 

World Bank 

http://worldbank.org 

China Economy 

http://ce.cei.gov.cn/ 

http://brookings.edu/fp/cnaps
http://www.usc.cuhk.edu.hk/link/cnlink.asp?type=gov
http://www.china.org.cn/e-white/index.htm
http://www.imf.org/
http://worldbank.org/
http://ce.cei.gov.cn/

