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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: Social Policy and Social Development in China 

Course Code: POL3721 

Course Duration: 1 Semester 

Credit Units: 3 

Level: B3 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

Arts and Humanities 

Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  English 

Medium of 
Assessment: English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

SA/POL3721 Social Policy and Social Development in China; 

SA/POL3726 Urban and Social Change in China 

SA/POL3971 Social Change and Social Policy in Contemporary China 

SA/POL3971A Social Change and Social Policy in China 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) Nil 

 

 

 



 
Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  

 

The course aims to examine the social policy framework before and after the economic reform and 

examines how the shifting policy paradigm is affected by the structural changes in post-reform China. 

Major social policies that address the needs of citizens will be examined, including problem instigators, 

aims, content, outcomes and emerging issues. Another aim is to analyze China’s social development with 

particular reference to achievements, effects and future challenges. 

 

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. 1

. 

Understand the social policy framework before and after the 

economic reform and examine how the changing policy paradigm 

is affected by structural changes in Chinese society. 

10%  --- --- 

2.  
Analyze major social policies in relation to their social contexts, 

problem instigators, aims, content, outcomes and emerging 

issues. 

20%   --- 

3. 3

. 

Analyze the trends towards decentralization and marketization in 

social policy and their effects. 
10%    

4. 4

. 

Understand China’s approach to social development, including 

achievements, constraints and future challenges 
40%   --- 

5. 5

. 

Apply research and writing skills in real life context. 
10% ---  --- 

6. 6

. 

Apply skills in communication, team work, discussion and 

presentation in a group context 10%   --- 

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

A1: Attitude  
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 

 
3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week 

(if applicable) 1 2 3 4 5 6 

1.  Reading of one article/report/chapter 

every week on average 
      1 

2.  Lectures: to understand the social 

policy framework; to analyse the 

major social policies; to explain the 

trends towards decentralization and 

marketization in social policy and 

their effects; analyse China’s 

approach to social development, 

      2 



 
including achievements, constraints 

and future challenges.  

3.  Tutorials: students to present their 

chosen topics; comment on the 

presentations or video materials; 

reflect on their personal views on 

chosen subjects. 

      1 

4.  Group Presentation: students to 

present the findings of group 

research; to raise questions, critique 

and give comments on the 

presentations; to participate in 

general discussion; To reflect on 

possible solutions to policy and 

development problems 

      1 

5.  Personal Review Notes: To write a 

one-page note on a selected topic       
1 (on selected 

topics) 

6.  Individual Paper To apply research 

and writing skills to produce  an 

analytical paper of 3000-4000 words       

10 (for library 

search, 

reading and 

writing up) 

 

 Note: 
Multiple teaching formats will be used including lectures, guest presentations, case studies, video 

appreciation, question and answer, and group discussions. During the tutorials, various types of activities 

will be incorporated including video shows, discussions, debates, group project presentation, and report 

back. Students are expected to take an active part in both the lecture and tutorial processes. 

 

Two types of written assignments are included. The first relates to review/reflection notes on assigned 

readings to be submitted before the tutorial. The length is one page or 400 words; two review notes are 

expected. The second written assignment is an individual paper derived from a group presentation (2 to 3 

students working on one topic). The expected word length is 3000-4000 words 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Continuous Assessment:  60  % 

AT1: Tutorial 

 
      

10% --- 

AT2 : Reading review or video 

review (one page) 
      

10% --- 

AT3: Individual paper 

(3000-4000 words) 
      40% --- 

AT4: End-of-course 

Examination: Closed book 

examination. 
    

  40% --- 

Examination:  40%   (duration:   2-hour    , if applicable) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  

 

Note: 

If a course has both coursework and examination components, students are required to pass BOTH the 

coursework assessment AND the examination before they can be awarded an overall passing grade of the 

course. 

 



 

 

 

5. Assessment Rubrics   
(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 

 

 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair  

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1. Lecture/Tutorial 

2. Reading Review 

 

3. Individual Paper 

 

4.  Examination 

  

  

  

Knowledge of 

China’s social 

transformation and 

its implication for 

social policy and 

social development. 

High standard  Good Fair Poor Almost no 

knowledge 

Ability to identify 

policy impact and 

key challenges to 

social development. 

Strong Good Fairly good Weak Almost no ability 

Research, writing 

and communication 

skills. 

Excellent Good Basic Weak Inadequate 

 



 
 

 

Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

 

Concepts and approaches of social policy and social development; China’s approach to social policy and 

social development; changing social welfare policy paradigm; globalization and social policy, socialization 

and marketization approaches; health policy; employment policy, social insurance policy, social assistance 

policy, education policy, the third sector in welfare; social development challenges:  social conflicts, 

income inequality and poverty, marginalization and corruption, governance issues, tension between reform, 

development and stability. 

 

2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   

 
Sheying Chen and Jason L. Powell (eds.) Aging in China – Implications to Social Policy of a Changing 

Economic State (New York: Springer 2012). 

Sebastian Heilmann and Elizabeth J. Perry (eds.) Mao’s Invisible Hand – The Political Foundations of 

Adaptive Governance in China (Cambridge and London: Harvard U Press, 2011). 

John and Doris Naisbitt, China’s Megatrends – The 8 Pillars of a New Society (New York: HarperCollins, 

2010). 

Rachel Murphy (ed.) Labour Migration and Social Development in Contemporary China (London and New 

York: Routledge, 2009). 

Chak Kwan Chan, King Lun Ngok and David Phillips, Social policy in China – Development and 

well-being (Bristol: the Policy Press, 2008). 

Leslie T. Chang, Factory Girls – Voices from the Heart of Modern China (New York: Picador, 2008). 

Susan Shirk, China – Fragile Superpower (Oxford and New York: Oxford U Press, 2007). 

Ching Kwan Lee, Against the Law – Labor Protests in China’s Rustbelt and Sunbelt (Berkeley: California 

U Press, 2007). 

Joseph Y.S. Cheng (ed.) Challenges and Policy Programmes of China’s New Leadership (Hong Kong: City 

University of Hong Kong Press, 2007). 

Chack-kie Wong, Vai lo Lo and Kwong-leung Tang, China’s Urban Health Care Reform – From State 

Protection to Individual Responsibility (Lanham: Lexington, 2006) 

United Nations Development Programme (UNDP) China & China Development Research Foundation, 

China Human Development Report 2005, New York: Oxford University Press. 

Tony Saich, Governance and Politcs of China (Basingstoke: Palgrave Macmillan, 2004). 

Chaohua Wang (ed) One China, Many Paths (London: Verso, 2003). 

Wong, Linda, “Market Reform, Globalization and Social Justice in China”, Journal of Contemporary China, 

Vol.13, No.38, 2004, pp.151-171. 

Guan, Xinping, “Globalization, Inequality and Social Policy: China on the Threshold of Entry into the 

World Trade Organization”, Social Policy and Administration, Vol.35, No.3, July 2001, pp.242-257. 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

Reading lists on each lecture topic will be provided. 

 


