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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title:  
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Course Code: 

 

 

POL3313 

Course Duration: 

 

 

One Semester 

Credit Units: 

 

 

3 

Level: 

 

 

B3 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

YArts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 

 

English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

SA3313 Governance in Asia 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

 

 

 



  
Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  

  

This course aims to 

 Examine key concepts related to, and critical issues of, governance in Asia. It will do so 

with specific reference to knowledge of: i) three individual Asian countries and, of ii) 

some common frameworks for making comparisons across countries in the region; 

 discover the impact of historical, cultural, political, economic and social factors in 

shaping the governance systems in Asia; 

 analyse the governance systems in at least three country cases and compare and explain 

their similarities and differences; 

 interpret the challenge of globalization on governance in the region with particular regard 

to discovering its impact on the interface between international and domestic forces; 

 distinguish, explore and explain similarities and differences in the definitional meanings 

and characteristics of ‘good governance’ in Asia as compared to definitions and 

expectations  of ‘good governance’ in Western countries. 

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Examine and explain how historical, cultural, political, economic 

and social contexts have impacted upon the development of the 

governance systems of three Asian countries (countries selected 

will vary depending on availability of teaching expertise) 

 v v  

2. Assess political, economic and social developments in the three 

selected Asian countries over the past few decades, and discuss 

how the respective countries respond to the challenge of 

globalization 

 v v v 

3. Deconstruct and review critically ideas about ‘Asian values’, 

definitions and the meanings of ‘good governance’ and the 

relevance of western liberal democracy in the Asian context; 

develop own criteria for evaluating good governance in countries 

being studied 

 v v v 

4. Analyse the relationship between the state, market and civil 

society in individual countries, and compare differences and 

similarities across countries 

 v v v 

5. Identify different types, causes and issues relating to corruption in 

individual countries; compare and explain differences and 

similarities in the control of corruption across these countries; 

make recommendations for improving control of corruption in 

different countries  

 v v v 

6. Discover, assess and explain differences and similarities in public 

sector reforms and/or in private sector involvement in a sample of 

Asian countries 

 v v v 

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

A1: Attitude  
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together 
with teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 



  
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing 
creative works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 

 
3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week 

(if applicable)  1 2 3 4 5 6 
Readings: Students are expected to read widely 

both after, and preferably before, 

each lecture. Moreover, they need to 

conduct library research on their 

group project. 

v v v v v v  

Lectures: Students will acquire knowledge of 

key concepts, critical issues of 

governance, and specific country 

cases. The lecturer giving the lecture 

will prepare reading lists and 

supporting materials 

v v v v v v  

Canvas: On-line availability of key lecture 

materials questions, response and 

discussion on readings, lecture 

materials and student presentations. 

v v v v v v  

Class 

seminars:  

 

In-class discussions will take place in 

smaller groups during some lectures. 

In the weeks when students give their 

presentations time will be allocated 

for other class members to engage in 

discussion with particular students 

being assigned to lead the class 

discussion. 

v v v v v v  

Student 

presentations 

and group 

project: 

Under the guidance of the lecturers, 

students will be divided into small 

groups to detect and analyse suitable 

information and give a presentation 

on set topics that require an in-depth 

and cross-country study of a critical 

governance issue. The groups will 

conduct their own research for the 

topics, discovering appropriate data 

and utilising the theories they have 

learned to develop a well-argued 

presentation. Students will give a 40-

45 minute group oral presentation of 

their project in class and this will 

subsequently be written up either as a 

group or as an individual paper. 

v v v v v v  

Essay-

writing: 
Students learn from being required to 

submit EITHER a group paper (about 

4,000 words) OR an individual paper 

(about 2,000 words) based on their 

group presentation topic. 

v v v v v v  

  



  
 

4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 
(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 

 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Continuous Assessment: _50__% 

Group Presentation and paper   v v v v 15% 

 

Students work on topics 

allocated by the lecturer. 

Students must  

: seek out their own 

reading and reference 

materials in addition to 

those suggested by the 

lecturer; integrate the 

relevant points from their 

reading and discover 

examples of their own to 

illustrate their arguments 

and understanding of the 

issues and principles 

concerned. The main 

ideas will be synthesised 

and presented to the 

peers in class who are 

expected to engage in 

follow-on discussions, 

questions and answers.  

Essay writing 

 

 

v v v v v v 35% 

 

 Students are required to 

submit: EITHER a group 

paper (about 4,000 

words), OR an individual 

paper (about 2,000 

words) based on their 

group presentation topic. 

Essays should build on 

the initial presentation 

materials use the 

comments and feedback 

received during in-class 

discussion of the 

presentation to improve 

their ideas and 

arguments. 

Examination: 50% (duration: 2 hours) Closed book examination. All the questions will have a 

comparative focus and students are expected to draw examples from different countries to support 

their answers and to demonstrate the depth of their understanding, innovative ideas and critical 

interpretation of the issues discussed. 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  

Note: 

If a course has both coursework and examination components, students are required to pass BOTH the 

coursework assessment AND the examination before they can be awarded an overall passing grade of the 

course. 
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5. Assessment Rubrics   

(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 
 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair 

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

Group presentation  High standard of 

knowledge of Asian 

political, economic 

and social 

development with 

detailed knowledge 

of governance 

systems in two 

selected Asian 

countries. Strong 

ability to identify 

key issues and 

challenges. 

Excellent team-

working, 

presentation and 

communication 

skills. 

Fairly good 

knowledge of Asian 

political, economic 

and social 

development with 

sound detailed 

knowledge of 

governance systems 

in two selected 

Asian countries. 

Ability to identify 

key issues and 

challenges. Good 

team-working and 

communication 

skills. 

Rudimentary 

understanding of 

Asian political, 

economic and social 

development with 

some limited 

knowledge of 

governance systems in 

two selected Asian 

countries. Weak 

ability to identify key 

issues and challenges. 

Basic team-working 

and communication 

skills. 

Poor understanding of 

Asian political, 

economic and social 

development with nearly 

no detailed knowledge of 

governance systems in 

two selected Asian 

countries. Very little 

ability to identify key 

issues and challenges. 

Weak team-working and 

communication skills. 

Almost no knowledge of 

either Asian political, 

economic and social 

development or of 

governance systems in 

two selected Asian 

countries. Almost no 

ability to identify key 

issues and challenges. 

Inadequate team-

working and 

communication skills. 

Essay writing    High standard of 

knowledge of Asian 

political, economic 

and social 

development with 

detailed knowledge 

of governance 

systems in two to 

three selected Asian 

countries. Strong 

ability to identify 

key issues and 

challenges. 

Excellent research, 

writing and 

communication 

skills. 

Fairly good 

knowledge of Asian 

political, economic 

and social 

development with 

sound detailed 

knowledge of 

governance systems 

in two to three 

selected Asian 

countries. Ability to 

identify key issues 

and challenges. 

Good research, 

writing and 

communication 

skills. 

Rudimentary 

understanding of 

Asian political, 

economic and social 

development with 

some limited 

knowledge of 

governance systems in 

two selected Asian 

countries. Weak 

ability to identify key 

issues and challenges. 

Basic research, 

writing and 

communication skills. 

Poor understanding of 

Asian political, 

economic and social 

development with nearly 

no detailed knowledge of 

governance systems in 

two selected Asian 

countries. Very little 

ability to identify key 

issues and challenges. 

Weak research, writing 

and communication 

skills. 

Almost no knowledge of 

either Asian political, 

economic and social 

development or of 

governance systems in 

one or two selected 

Asian countries. Almost 

no ability to identify key 

issues and challenges. 

Inadequate research, 

writing and 

communication skills. 
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Examination  High standard of 

knowledge of Asian 

political, economic 

and social 

development with 

detailed knowledge 

of governance 

systems in three 

selected Asian 

countries. Strong 

ability to identify 

key issues and 

challenges. 

Excellent research, 

writing and 

communication 

skills. 

Fairly good 

knowledge of Asian 

political, economic 

and social 

development with 

sound detailed 

knowledge of 

governance systems 

in three selected 

Asian countries. 

Ability to identify 

key issues and 

challenges. Good 

research, writing and 

communication 

skills. 

Rudimentary 

understanding of 

Asian political, 

economic and social 

development with 

some limited 

knowledge of 

governance systems in 

three selected Asian 

countries. Weak 

ability to identify key 

issues and challenges. 

Basic research, 

writing and 

communication skills. 

Poor understanding of 

Asian political, 

economic and social 

development with nearly 

no detailed knowledge of 

governance systems in 

three selected Asian 

countries. Very little 

ability to identify key 

issues and challenges. 

Weak research, writing 

and communication 

skills. 

Almost no knowledge of 

either Asian political, 

economic and social 

development or of 

governance systems in 

three selected Asian 

countries. Almost no 

ability to identify key 

issues and challenges. 

Inadequate research, 

writing and 

communication skills. 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

 

Values and Asian values;  the role of state; state capacity; relationship between the state, economy and 

society; civil society and democratization;  history; developmental state;  Asian and global financial 

crises; world organisations and international aid; globalization; corruption; public sector reforms; 

privatization;  good governance and Good Governance Agenda. 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of e-

books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   

 

Li, Linda Chelan ed., (2015) Good Governance in Asia: Multiple Trajectories to Development, London: 

Routledge. 

Beech, H. (2009) ‘Democracy’, TIME, 12 January 2009 

Cheung, A.B.L. and Scott, I. (eds) (2003) Governance and Public Sector Reform in Asia, London: 

Routledge Curzon. 

Painter, M. (2002), 'Making Sense of Good Governance,' Public Administration and Policy, 11, 2, 77-

100. 

Pan, S. K. (2009). Public Administration and Public Governance in ASEAN Member Countries and 

Korea. Seoul: Daeyoung Moonhwasa.  

Quah, Jon S T (2003). Curbing Corruption in Asia: A Comparative Study of Six Countries, Singapore: 

Eastern University Press. 

Rodan, G. (2004), Transparency and Authoritarian Rule in Southeast Asia: Singapore and Malaysia. 

Routledge Curzon 

Sen, A. (1999). 'Democracy as a Universal Value,' Journal of Democracy, 10, 3, 3-17. 

Tarling, N. (ed) (2005) Corruption and Good Governance in Asia, London: Routledge. 

 

 
 

 

 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

Appropriate topic- and country-specific reading lists will be provided by the lecturers concerned 

 

 


