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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

 

 

Political Participation and Social Movement 

Course Code: 

 

 

POL 3112 

Course Duration: 

 

 

One Semester 

Credit Units: 

 

 

3 

Level: 

 

 

B3 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 

 

English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

SA3112 Political Participation: Contentious Politics 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

 

 

 



  
Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  
  

This course aims to introduce students to various modes of political participation and social 

movements. It adopts a broad definition of political participation and seeks to examine, on the one 

hand, the conditions and outcomes of political participation at large and social movements in 

particular. 

  

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Discover various forms of political participation and 

social movements 

 X X X 

2. Understand theories of political participation and 

social movements, and apply them to empirical cases  

 X X  

3. Discover the reasons, conditions and factors that make 

possible political participation and social movements 

 X X  

4. Analyze the outcomes of participation and social 

movements 

 X X X 

5. Understand the relationship between participation, 

movements and democratic governance 

 X X  

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 

 



  
 

3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 

applicable)  1 2 3 4 5  

Lectures to explain theories and 

concepts of political 

participation 

X X X X X   

Students’ 

Presentations 

Students make presentations on 

specific questions and issues 

X X X X X   

Discussion Students share ideas and 

arguments 

X X X X X   

Individual 

paper 
Students write an individual 

paper about 4,000 words 

X X X X X   

Presentation 

summary 

Students summarise 

presentation in 1-2 pages 

X X X X X   

 

 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5  

Continuous Assessment:  100% 

Presentation – Students will 

make a group presentation 

X X X X X  20%  

Discussion and attendance – 

students have to participate 

actively in discussion 

X X X X X  10%  

 Presentation summary X X X X X  20%  

Individual paper of about 

4,000 words 

X X X X X  50%  

Examination: 0 % (duration: 0 , if applicable) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  

Note: 

If a course has both coursework and examination components, students are required to pass BOTH the 

coursework assessment AND the examination before they can be awarded an overall passing grade of the 

course. 
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5. Assessment Rubrics   

(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 
 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair 

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1. Presentation   Excellent knowledge of key 

issues in political participation. 

Excellent ability to apply 

theories of political 

participation to various case 

studies, to understand why 

people are motivated to 

participate, and explain what 

factors influence political 

participation. Presentation has 

a very clear argument 

supported by evidence and is 

very well-delivered. 

Very good 

knowledge of key 

issues in political 

participation. Very 

good ability to 

apply theories of 

political 

participation to 

various case 

studies, to 

understand why 

people are 

motivated to 

participate, and 

explain what 

factors influence 

political 

participation. 

Presentation has a 

clear argument 

supported by 

evidence and is 

well-delivered. 

Rudimentary 

knowledge of key 

issues in political 

participation. 

Adequate ability to 

apply theories of 

political 

participation to 

various case studies, 

to understand why 

people are 

motivated to 

participate, and 

explain what factors 

influence political 

participation. 

Presentation has an 

argument, but it is 

not well-supported 

by evidence, and is 

poorly-delivered. 

Poor understanding of 

key issues in political 

participation. Weak 

ability to apply 

theories of political 

participation to 

various case studies, 

to understand why 

people are motivated 

to participate, and 

explain what factors 

influence political 

participation. 

Presentation lacks a 

clear argument and is 

poorly-delivered. 

Almost no knowledge 

of key issues in 

political participation. 

Almost no ability to 

apply theories of 

political participation 

to various case 

studies, to understand 

why people are 

motivated to 

participate, and 

explain what factors 

influence political 

participation. 

Presentation lacks a 

clear argument and 

lacks any relevant 

information, and is 

very poorly-delivered. 

2. Discussion    Frequent, very high quality 

contributions to class 

discussion. Demonstration of 

excellent understanding of key 

issues in political participation. 

Excellent ability to orally 

apply theories of political 

participation to various case 

studies, to understand why 

people are motivated to 

Fairly frequent, 

high quality 

contributions to 

class discussion. 

Demonstration of 

very good 

understanding of 

key issues in 

political 

participation. Very 

Infrequent, but 

adequate quality 

contributions to 

class discussion. 

Demonstration of 

adequate 

understanding of 

key issues in 

political 

Minimal and low 

quality contributions 

to class discussion. 

Demonstration of poor 

understanding of key 

issues in political 

participation. Poor 

ability to orally apply 

theories of political 

participation to 

No contribution to 

class discussion. 

Failure to demonstrate 

any understanding of 

key issues in political 

participation. Failure 

to orally apply 

theories of political 

participation to 
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participate, and explain what 

factors influence political 

participation. 

good ability to 

orally apply 

theories of 

political 

participation to 

various case 

studies, to 

understand why 

people are 

motivated to 

participate, and 

explain what 

factors influence 

political 

participation. 

 

participation. 

Adequate ability to 

orally apply 

theories of political 

participation to 

various case studies, 

to understand why 

people are 

motivated to 

participate, and 

explain what factors 

influence political 

participation. 

 

various case studies, 

to understand why 

people are motivated 

to participate, and 

what factors influence 

political participation. 

various case studies, 

to understand why 

people are motivated 

to participate, and 

explain what factors 

influence political 

participation. 

 

3.  Presentation 

summary 

 Excellent knowledge of key 

issues in political participation. 

Excellent ability to use the 

analysis of the reading in order 

to understand why people are 

motivated to participate, and 

explain what factors influence 

political participation. Reading 

review has a very clear 

argument supported by 

evidence and is very 

well-structured. 

Very good 

knowledge of key 

issues in political 

participation. Very 

good ability to use 

the analysis of the 

reading in order to 

understand why 

people are 

motivated to 

participate, and 

explain what 

factors influence 

political 

participation. 

Reading review 

has a clear 

argument 

supported by 

evidence and is 

well- structured. 

Rudimentary 

knowledge of key 

issues in political 

participation. 

Adequate ability to 

use the analysis of 

the reading in order 

to understand why 

people are 

motivated to 

participate, and 

explain what factors 

influence political 

participation. 

Reading review has 

an argument, but it 

is not 

well-supported by 

evidence, and is 

poorly- structured. 

Poor understanding of 

key issues in political 

participation. Weak 

ability to use the 

analysis of the reading 

in order to understand 

why people are 

motivated to 

participate, and 

explain what factors 

influence political 

participation. Reading 

review lacks a clear 

argument and is 

poorly- structured. 

Almost no knowledge 

of key issues in 

political participation. 

Almost no ability to 

use the analysis of the 

reading in order to 

understand why 

people are motivated 

to participate, and 

explain what factors 

influence political 

participation. Reading 

review lacks a clear 

argument and lacks 

any relevant 

information, and is 

very poorly- 

structured. 
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4. Individual 

paper 

 Excellent knowledge of key 

issues in political participation. 

Excellent ability to apply 

theories of political 

participation to various case 

studies, to understand why 

people are motivated to 

participate, and explain what 

factors influence political 

participation. Essay has a very 

clear argument supported by 

evidence and is very 

well-structured. 

Very good 

knowledge of key 

issues in political 

participation. Very 

good ability to 

apply theories of 

political 

participation to 

various case 

studies, to 

understand why 

people are 

motivated to 

participate, and 

explain what 

factors influence 

political 

participation. 

Essay has a clear 

argument 

supported by 

evidence and is 

well- structured. 

Rudimentary 

knowledge of key 

issues in political 

participation. 

Adequate ability to 

apply theories of 

political 

participation to 

various case studies, 

to understand why 

people are 

motivated to 

participate, and 

explain what factors 

influence political 

participation. Essay 

has an argument, 

but it is not 

well-supported by 

evidence, and is 

poorly- structured. 

Poor understanding of 

key issues in political 

participation. Weak 

ability to apply 

theories of political 

participation to 

various case studies, 

to understand why 

people are motivated 

to participate, and 

explain what factors 

influence political 

participation. Essay 

lacks a clear argument 

and is poorly- 

structured. 

Almost no knowledge 

of key issues in 

political participation. 

Almost no ability to 

apply theories of 

political participation 

to various case 

studies, to understand 

why people are 

motivated to 

participate, and 

explain what factors 

influence political 

participation. Essay 

lacks a clear argument 

and lacks any relevant 

information, and is 

very poorly- 

structured. 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

 

Political participation, social movements, political opportunity, mobilisation, framing, contentious 

politics, social basis of participation, political culture, political ideology, protest, political institutions, 

democratic governance 

 

 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

1. Della Porta, D and Mario D (1999) Social Movements: An Introduction (Oxford, UK and Mass, 

USA: Blackwell Publishers). 

2. Goodwin, J. and Japser, J. (2012) Contention in Context: Political Opportunities and the 

Emergence of Protest (Stanford: Stanford University Press). 

3.  Tarrow, S (2011) Power in Movement: Social Movements and Contentious Politics (Third 

Edition) (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press). 

4. Tilly, C. and Tarrow, S. (2007) Contentious Politics (Boulder and London: Paradigm 

Publishers). 

 

 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

1. Alan Scott, Kate Nash, Anna Marie Smith (eds.), 2009. New critical writings in political 

sociology, Farnham: Ashgate. [3 vol.] 

2. Mancur Olson, 1971. The Logic of Collective Action: Public Goods and the Theory of Groups, 

Cambridge: Harvard University Press. 

3.  Benford, Robert D. and Snow, David A., 2000, “Framing Processes and Social Movements: 

An Overview and Assessment”, Annual Review of Sociology 26: 611-639. 

4. Goodwin, J. and Japser, J. (eds.), 2004. Rethinking social movements. Structure, meaning, and 

emotion, Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield publishers.   

5. Flesher, Cristina and Cox, Laurence (eds.), 2013. Understanding European Movements. New 

social movements, global justice struggles, anti-austerity protest, Abingdon: Routledge. 

6. Kuah-Pearce, Khun Eng and Guiheux, Gilles (eds), 2009. Social movements in China and 

Hong Kong. The expansion of protest space. Amsterdam: University of Amsterdam. 

 

 


