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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

 

 

Approaches in Political Analysis 

Course Code: 

 

 

POL 3109 

Course Duration: 

 

 

One Semester 

Credit Units: 

 

 

3 

Level: 

 

 

B3 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

 

 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 

 

English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

SA3109 Approaches in Political Analysis 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

 

 

 



  
Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  

  

This course aims to equip students with knowledge of the debates on how best to analyse political 

issues, in particular between the economic, cultural and institutional approaches. Students will 

examine the building blocks and controversies of these major perspectives for understanding 

politics, and critically review their respective strengths and limitations through an application to a 

real political question.  

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Acquire a good idea of the plurality and diversity of analytical 

perspectives and frameworks in understanding political 

development and human behaviour 

20% X X  

2. Understand the logic, assumptions, strengths and limitations of 

the selected approaches to political analysis, independently and 

relative to each other 

40% X X X 

3 Explore the utility of the approaches in addressing issues in a 

real-life context 
20% X X X 

4. Develop research, writing and communication skills, and in 

particular how to formulate a research proposal 
20% X X X 

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 

 

 
3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week 

(if applicable)  1 2 3 4   

Lectures  To acquire knowledge of the 

concepts and theories and the 

skills to put the concepts and 

theories to use in political 

analysis. 

X X X    2 

Tutorials and 

workshops   

To deepen understanding of 

the theories; apply theories to 

X X X X   1 



  

-         - Group students’ 

presentations on 

suggested readings  

-          - Individual 

readings’ review 

notes to contribute 

to the discussion on 

students’ 

presentations 

 

empirical analysis; skills in 

leading in discussion.  

Individual paper Students write an individual 

paper of about 2500 words. To 

deepen understanding and 

foster reflection of the topic; 

train writing skills. 

X X  X   0.5 

Writing of group 

research proposal 

and presentations 

at workshops 

To deepen understanding of 

the theories; apply theories to 

empirical analysis. 

Preparations for group project 

formulation of research 

proposal. Discover the utility 

and value of theories for 

empirical and practical 

analysis and problem solving; 

research and group work 

skills. Present and debate 

proposal. 

X X X X   0.5 

 

 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4   

Participation (attendance to 

lectures and tutorials) 

X X X X   30%  

Individual paper X X X X   40%  

Group research proposal 

(writing and presentation) 

X X X X   30%  

Examination: 0 % (duration: 0 , if applicable) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  

 

Note: 

If a course has both coursework and examination components, students are required to pass BOTH the 

coursework assessment AND the examination before they can be awarded an overall passing grade of the 

course. 
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5. Assessment Rubrics   

(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 
 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair 

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

Individual paper 

and group 

research 

proposal  

 Excellent knowledge of the 

plurality and diversity of 

analytical perspectives and 

frameworks in understanding 

political development and 

human behaviour. 

Understanding of the logic, 

assumptions, strengths and 

limitations of the selected 

approaches to political 

analysis, independently and 

relative to each other. 

Developing research, writing 

and communication skills, and 

in particular how to formulate 

a research proposal. 

Very good 

knowledge of the 

plurality and 

diversity of 

analytical 

perspectives and 

frameworks in 

understanding 

political 

development and 

human behaviour. 

Understanding of 

the logic, 

assumptions, 

strengths and 

limitations of the 

selected 

approaches to 

political analysis, 

independently and 

relative to each 

other. Developing 

research, writing 

and 

communication 

skills, and in 

particular how to 

formulate a 

research proposal. 

Rudimentary 

knowledge of the 

plurality and 

diversity of 

analytical 

perspectives and 

frameworks in 

understanding 

political 

development and 

human behaviour. 

Understanding of 

the logic, 

assumptions, 

strengths and 

limitations of the 

selected approaches 

to political analysis, 

independently and 

relative to each 

other. Developing 

research, writing 

and communication 

skills, and in 

particular how to 

formulate a research 

proposal. 

Poor understanding of 

the plurality and 

diversity of analytical 

perspectives and 

frameworks in 

understanding 

political development 

and human behaviour. 

Understanding of the 

logic, assumptions, 

strengths and 

limitations of the 

selected approaches to 

political analysis, 

independently and 

relative to each other. 

Developing research, 

writing and 

communication skills, 

and in particular how 

to formulate a 

research proposal. 

Almost no knowledge 

of the plurality and 

diversity of analytical 

perspectives and 

frameworks in 

understanding 

political development 

and human behaviour. 

Understanding of the 

logic, assumptions, 

strengths and 

limitations of the 

selected approaches to 

political analysis, 

independently and 

relative to each other. 

Developing research, 

writing and 

communication skills, 

and in particular how 

to formulate a 

research proposal. 

Participation    Frequent, very high quality 

contributions to class 

discussion. Demonstration of 

excellent understanding of the 

Fairly frequent, 

high quality 

contributions to 

class discussion. 

Infrequent, but 

adequate quality 

contributions to 

class discussion. 

Minimal and low 

quality contributions 

to class discussion. 

Demonstration of poor 

No contribution to 

class discussion. 

Failure to demonstrate 

any understanding of 
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plurality and diversity of 

analytical perspectives and 

frameworks in understanding 

political development and 

human behaviour. Excellent 

ability to orally apply 

analytical theories to various 

case studies. 

Demonstration of 

very good 

understanding of 

the plurality and 

diversity of 

analytical 

perspectives and 

frameworks in 

understanding 

political 

development and 

human behaviour. 

Very good ability 

to orally apply 

analytical theories 

to various case 

studies. 

Demonstration of 

adequate 

understanding of 

the plurality and 

diversity of 

analytical 

perspectives and 

frameworks in 

understanding 

political 

development and 

human behaviour. 

Adequate ability to 

orally apply 

analytical theories 

to various case 

studies. 

understanding of the 

plurality and diversity 

of analytical 

perspectives and 

frameworks in 

understanding 

political development 

and human behaviour.  

Poor ability to orally 

apply analytical 

theories to various 

case studies. 

the plurality and 

diversity of analytical 

perspectives and 

frameworks in 

understanding 

political development 

and human behaviour. 

Failure to orally apply 

analytical theories to 

various case studies. 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

 

Rational choice, political behaviour, institutions, political culture, state, actors, collective action, 

history; structure and agency; theory and real-life challenges. 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   

1. Hugh Ward, “Rational Choice”, in Marsh and Stoker (eds.), 2002, Theory and Methods 

in Political Science, 2nd edition, Hampshire: Palgrave Macmillan, ch.3. 
2. J. J. Mansbridge, “The Rise and Fall of Self-interest in the Explanation of Political 

Life”, in her Beyond Self Interest Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1990. 
3.  Marc Howard Ross, “Culture and Identity in Comparative Political Analysis”, in Lane 

Crothers & Charles Lockhart (eds.) Culture and Politics: A Reader, ch.3.   
4. Jasper, James M., “Culture, Knowledge, Politics”, in Thomas Janoski et al. (eds.) The 

handbook of Political Sociology. States, Civil Societies and Globalization, New York: 

Cambridge University. 
5. Heclo, H., 2008, On Thinking Institutionally, Boulder, CO: Paradigm Publishers. Ch 3 

pp 45-79. 
6. Ellen Immergut, 1988, “The theoretical core of the new institutionalism”, Politics and 

Society, 26 (1), 1998: 5- 34. 
7. Alford, R.R. and Friedland, R., 1985, Powers of theory. Capitalism, the state, and 

democracy, New York: Cambridge University, ch.12 and 15. 
8. Jessop, Bob, 2012, “Developments in Marxist Theory”, in E. Amenta, K. Nash, A. 

Scott, eds, The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Political Sociology, Oxford: Blackwell, 

3-14. 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

1. Alford, R.R. and Friedland, R., 1985, Powers of theory. Capitalism, the state, and 

democracy, New York: Cambridge University. 
2. Marsh, D. and Stoker, G., 2002, Theory and methods in political science, Hampshire: 

Palgrave Macmillan. 
3.  Alan Scott, Kate Nash, Anna Marie Smith (eds.), 2009. New critical writings in 

political sociology, Farnham: Ashgate. [3 vol.]. 
4.  Mark I. Lichbach, “Part II: The Rationalist Challenge”, in Is rational choice theory all 

of social science? (Ann Arbor, Mich.: University of Michigan Press, 2003), chap. 3-4. 
5. Gabriel A. Almond, “The Study of Political Culture”, in Lane Crothers & Charles 

Lockhart (eds.) Culture and Politics: A Reader, New York: St. Martin’s Press, 2000, 

ch.1 
6. Benford, Robert D. and Snow, David A., 2000, “Framing Processes and Social 

Movements: An Overview and Assessment”, Annual Review of Sociology 26: 611-639. 
7. James G. March and Johan P. Olsen, 1984, “The new institutionalism: Organizational 

Factors in Political Life”, The American Political Science Review 78 (3), 734-49.   
8. Hindess, Barry, 2012, “Power, Government, Politics”, in E. Amenta, K. Nash, A. 

Scott, eds, The Wiley-Blackwell Companion to Political Sociology, Oxford: Blackwell, 

40-48. 
9. Lemke, Thomas, 2007, “An indigestible meal? Foucault, governmentality and state 

theory”, Distinktion: Scandinavian Journal of Social Theory 5, 43-66. 

 


