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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

 

Introduction to Philosophy 

Course Code: 

 

POL2915 

Course Duration: 

 

One semester 

Credit Units: 

 

3 

Level: 

 

B2 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 

English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

SA2915 Introduction to Philosophy 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 
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Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  
 

This course aims to help students gain a basic understanding of and training in philosophy as a 

practice of critically examining thoughts and actions. Philosophical jargons or technical terms 

will not be emphasised. Instead, students will be enabled to grasp the point of doing philosophy, 

as they are shown ways of probing into problems from different philosophical approaches, and 

various attempts to solve or dissolve them. In addition, they will get some light on a number of 

issues (organised around themes such as meaning, knowledge and belief, moral dilemma and 

love, etc.), which are essential for achieving an in-depth view of the world and an examined life. 

Students will also be enabled to develop analytical, interpretative, communicative and 

argumentative skills and abilities that are transferable and useful to any other discipline. They 

will be given a learning environment (half-lecture and half-seminar/workshop per meeting) in 

which they can be acquainted with some subject matters of philosophy and can study them in an 

active manner. After attending the course, students will obtain a proper conception of philosophy; 

their attitudes and skills in critical thinking will also be strengthened. 

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Recognise a number of philosophical problems such as 

the existence of God, freewill, mind, moral dilemma etc 

  

 

  
 

2. Identify and explain how different philosophical 

approaches attempt to solve or dissolve the problems 

  
 

 
 

 

3. Critically evaluate how different philosophical 

approaches respond to the philosophical problems and 

demonstrate analytical, interpretative, communicative 

and argumentative skills and abilities in the evaluation 

   
 

 
 

4 Justify their own philosophical thinking regarding the 

constraints, challenges and possibilities (or 

impossibilities) of solving the philosophical problems 

   
 

 
 

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together 
with teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing 
creative works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 
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3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week 

(if applicable)  

1 2 3 4  

Lectures Serve as introductions to relevant 

concepts and theories 

X X    

Film 

screening 

Provide narrative examples to 

highlight abstract philosophical 

problems, controversies and moral 

dilemmas 

X X    

Debates/ 

Role Plays 

in class 

Provide opportunities for students 

to experiment with thinking from 

different philosophical traditions 

and perspectives and to engage in 

systematic reflections and analysis 

of the philosophical problems   

  X X  

Class 

discussion 

Provide opportunities for learning 

alternative views from fellow 

students, constructing arguments, 

developing and justifying one’s 

own arguments 

  X X  

Short papers Integration of learning; each short 

paper is focused on at least one 

philosophical problem covered by 

the course 

X X X X  

Class quiz Reinforce learning X X X X  

 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4   

Continuous Assessment: _100___% 

Participation in Class 

Debate/ Role Play and 

Discussion  

  X X 10%  

Two short papers (800 – 

1,000 words for each paper) 

X X X X 50%  

Class quiz / presentation X X X X 40%  

Examination: __0__%  
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  

 

Note: 

If a course has both coursework and examination components, students are required to pass BOTH the 

coursework assessment AND the examination before they can be awarded an overall passing grade of the 

course. 
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5. Assessment Rubrics   
(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 

 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair 

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1. Participation in 

Class Debate/ 

Role Play and 

Discussion  

- Ability to articulate 

relevant ideas and 

arguments 

- Ability to understand 

different perspectives 

and give reasonable 

response 

- Ability to cooperate 

in teamwork 

Superior grasp of 

the material, 

excellent evidence 

of interpretative 

skills, critical 

capacity and 

analytic ability, 

excellent 

understanding of 

the issues, strong 

evidence of 

familiarity with 

literature. 

Evidence of grasp 

of the material, 

some evidence of 

interpretative 

skills, critical 

capacity and 

analytic ability, 

reasonable 

understanding of 

the issues; some 

evidence of 

familiarity with 

literature. 

Student who is 

profiting from the 

university 

experience; Basic 

and adequate 

understanding of 

the material; ability 

to respond to simple 

problems. 

Sufficient familiarity 

with the material to 

enable the student to 

progress without 

repeating the course. 

Little evidence of 

familiarity with the 

material; weakness in 

critical and analytic 

skills; limited or 

irrelevant use of 

literature. 

2. Two short 

papers (800 – 

1,000 words for 

each paper) 

- Ability to explain 

relevant ideas and 

arguments 

- Ability to understand 

and respond to 

different views 

- Structure of the 

paper 

- Logical flow of 

argument and clarity 

in reasoning 

Superior grasp of 

the material, 

excellent evidence 

of interpretative 

skills, critical 

capacity and 

analytic ability, 

excellent 

understanding of 

the issues, strong 

evidence of 

familiarity with 

literature. 

Evidence of grasp 

of the material, 

some evidence of 

interpretative 

skills, critical 

capacity and 

analytic ability, 

reasonable 

understanding of 

the issues; some 

evidence of 

familiarity with 

literature. 

Student who is 

profiting from the 

university 

experience; Basic 

and adequate 

understanding of 

the material; ability 

to respond to simple 

problems. 

Sufficient familiarity 

with the material to 

enable the student to 

progress without 

repeating the course. 

Little evidence of 

familiarity with the 

material; weakness in 

critical and analytic 

skills; limited or 

irrelevant use of 

literature. 

3. Class quiz / 

presentation 

- Ability to explain 

relevant ideas and 

arguments 

- Ability to understand 

and respond to 

comments and 

objections 

- Structure of the 

Superior grasp of 

the material, 

excellent evidence 

of interpretative 

skills, critical 

capacity and 

analytic ability, 

excellent 

Evidence of grasp 

of the material, 

some evidence of 

interpretative 

skills, critical 

capacity and 

analytic ability, 

reasonable 

Student who is 

profiting from the 

university 

experience; Basic 

and adequate 

understanding of 

the material; ability 

to respond to simple 

Sufficient familiarity 

with the material to 

enable the student to 

progress without 

repeating the course. 

Little evidence of 

familiarity with the 

material; weakness in 

critical and analytic 

skills; limited or 

irrelevant use of 

literature. 
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presentation 

- Logical flow of 

argument and clarity 

in reasoning 

understanding of 

the issues, strong 

evidence of 

familiarity with 

literature. 

understanding of 

the issues; some 

evidence of 

familiarity with 

literature. 

problems. 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

Philosophy as knowledge of the ultimate and the science of science; philosophy as a system of 

ideas, and as method and therapy; philosophical problem; relation between philosophy and life; 

critical attitude; faith; relation between knowledge and belief; meaning; rule-following; 

individual-based view vs. community-based view of language; freedom of the will and 

determinism; possible condition of morality; moral dilemma; consistency in a rational moral 

system; personal identity; person; conscious being; self; soul; mind and body; love; sex; fear of 

death; meaning of life; meaning of death; conceptual analysis; argument; critical thinking; 

clarity; rationality 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

1.  

2.  

3.   

 

 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

1.  

2.  

3.   

 

 


