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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

 

Social Science Research Methods 

Course Code: 

 

POL2603 

Course Duration: 

 

One Semester 

Credit Units: 

 

3 

Level: 

 

B2 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 

English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

English  

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

SA2602 Data Processing and Analysis;  

SA2603 Social Science Research Methods 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 

 

 

 



  
 

Part II Course Details  

 

 
1. Abstract  
 (A 150-word description about the course) 

  
This course aims to provide students with basic knowledge and skills in social science research methods 

and critical thinking. Students will learn various applied research methods in social sciences and public 

administration that contribute and impact upon policy formulation, implementation, and evaluation. 

Learning focus will be placed on the application of the methods in decision making in policy and 

management.  

 

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Devise and refine research questions from broad research areas as 

well as to find, evaluate critically and integrate the literature 

relevant to the chosen area(s) of research. 

 x x x 

2. Identify and compare competing theories and operationalize the 

concepts relevant to each research areas. 
  x x 

3. Design survey questionnaire and other instruments to collect 

relevant data, choose to implement one of several possible survey 

sampling methods and be able to explain the strengths and 

limitations of any chosen methods. 

 x x x 

4. Use relevant statistical tools and computer software to analyse data 

and to produce statistical outputs. 
  x x 

5. Summarize, analyze and interpret statistical output and use these 

results to test interpretations / inferences related to the original 

research questions. 

 x x x 

6. Communicate clearly research findings orally and in writing and 

to use appropriate tabular and graphic format for explanatory 

presentations. 

  x x 

7. Identify the ethical issues in the research process.  x  x 

8. 

 

Recognize the limitations of different research approaches and be 

able to assess the strengths and weaknesses of alternative means 

of conducting social science research. 

 x  x 

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together 
with teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing 
creative works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 

 



  
 

 
3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 

applicable)  1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

1 Introduction of basic knowledge and skills 

in lectures 

 x x x x  x x 2 hours 

2 Case study, and in-class exercises in lecture   x x x x x   1 hour 

3 Class quizzes, or feedback sessions in 

lectures 

x x x x x x   1 hour 

4 Literature discussion, presentation, and  

practice sessions in tutorials 

x x x x x    1 hour 

5 Group study outside scheduled classes x x x x x x   Estimated 20 

hours in total 

6 Data analysis workshop     x x    

7 Consultation sessions on data analysis and 

research report writing 

  x x x x   Estimated 6 

hours in total 

 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weightin

g*  

Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

Continuous Assessment: _40_% 

Class and Tutorial  Participation 

and Attendance  

 x  x  x x x 10 Lecture and tutorial 

attendance required 

Attendance will be checked 

randomly five times during 

the semester. Missing three 

or more of the five checks 

results in automatic loss of 

all the attendance points. 

Term Project or Paper (either 

group or individual)  

x x x x x x x x 30 Class instructor(s) or/and 

tutorial lecturer(s)  decide 

on the format and content 

of the grading (possible 

grading areas include 

written report quality, 

project presentation)  

Examination: __60__% (duration:    2 hours     ) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  

 

Note: 

If a course has both coursework and examination components, students are required to pass BOTH the 

coursework assessment AND the examination before they can be awarded an overall passing grade of the 

course. 
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5. Assessment Rubrics   

(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 
 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair  

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1.  Class and 

tutorial 

Participation and 

attendance  

 Well prepared for 

lectures and 

tutorials. Engages in 

class discussions and 

demonstrates clear 

understanding of 

concepts via 

discussions. 

Engages in class 

discussions and 

actively contributing 

ideas and questions. 

Engages in class 

discussion at times 

but generally more 

reserved to share 

ideas.  

Unwilling to share 

ideas and undertakes 

a passive role in 

class discussions  

Non-attendance of 

tutorials with no 

prior notice.  

2.   Exam(s)  All important 

concepts, cases and 

learning materials 

very clearly 

understood. 

Demonstration of 

excellent critical 

thinking skills, and 

analysis skills. 

Excellent ability to 

apply the methods 

learnt in decision 

making  

 All important 

concepts, cases and 

learning materials 

well understood. 

Demonstration of 

very good critical 

thinking skills, and 

analysis skills. Very 

good ability to apply 

the methods learnt in 

decision making 

 All important 

concepts, cases and 

learning materials 

adequately 

understood. 

Demonstration of 

good critical 

thinking skills, and 

analysis skills. Good 

ability to apply the 

methods learnt in 

decision making 

 All important 

concepts, cases and 

learning materials 

marginally 

understood. 

Demonstration of 

some critical 

thinking skills, and 

analysis skills. Some 

ability to apply the 

methods learnt in 

decision making 

 Fail to understand  

important concepts, 

cases and learning 

materials. 

Demonstration of 

little or no critical 

thinking skills, and 

analysis skills. Fail 

to demonstrate 

ability to apply the 

methods learnt in 

decision making 

3. Term paper or 

Project  
 Strong ability to 

identify key 

challenges. 

Excellent research, 

writing and 

communication 

skills. 

Ability to identify 

key challenges. 

Good research, 

writing and 

communication 

skills. 

Weak ability to 

identify key 

challenges. Basic 

research, writing and 

communication 

skills. 

Very little ability to 

identify key 

challenges. Weak 

research, writing and 

communication 

skills 

Almost no ability to 

identify key 

challenges. 

Inadequate research, 

writing and 

communication 

skills. 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

 
The logic of social inquiry. Causation. Paradigm and theory. Research design. Measurement. 

Conceptualisation and operationalisation. Sampling. Social survey. Quantitative data analysis. Qualitative 

research methods. Ethics of social research. Appreciation and evaluation of social research. 

 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

1 Wang, X. (2010). Performance Analysis for Public and Nonprofit Organizations. Jones and 

Barlett 

2. Creswell J.W., (1994). Research Design Qualitative & Quantitative Approaches. Thousand 

Oaks: Sage.  

3. King Gary, Keohane O. Robert, & Verba Sidney, (1994). Designing Social Inquiry: Scientific 

Inference in Qualitative Research. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 

4.  Uwe Flick, (2006). An Introduction to Qualitative Research. 3rd ed. London: Sage. 

 

2.2  Additional Readings  
(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

1. Balanves, Mark & Caputi, Peter. (2001) Introduction to Quantitative Research Methods: An 

Investigative Approach. London: Sage, pp. 10 – 34. 

2. Bryman, Alan. “The Research Question in Social Research: What is its Role?” International 

Journal of Social Research Methodology 10:1(2007): 5 – 20. 

3.  Darnall, Nicole & Edwards, Daniel. “Predicting the Cost of Environmental Management System 

Adoption: The Role of Capabilities, Resources and Ownership Structure.” Strategic Management 

Journal 27 (2006) : 301 – 320. 

4. Fernandes, Juliana, Giurcanu, Magda, Bowers W. Kevin & Neely, C. Jeffrey. “The Writing on the 

Wall: A Content Analysis of College Students’ Facebook Groups for the 2008 Presidential 

Election.” Mass Communication and Society (2010): 653 - 675 

5 King, Gary, Pan, Jennifer & Roberts, E. Margaret. “Reverse – engineering censorship in China: 

Randomized Experimentation and Participant Observation.” Science 345:6199 (2014). 

6. Laroche, Michel, Bergeron, Jasmin & Bardaro – Forleo, Guido. “Targeting Consumers who are 

Willing to Pay More for Environmentally Friendly Products.” Journal of Consumer Marketing 18:6 

(2001) 503 – 520. 

7.  Maxwell, Krista & Britten, Nicky. “Hearing Children’s Voice: Methodological Issues in 

Conducting Focus Groups with Children Aged 7 – 11 Years.” Qualitative Research 2:1 (2002): 5 

– 20. 

8. McIntyre, Lisa. (2005) “Chapter 3: The Logic of Inquiry,” in Need to Know: Social Science 

Research Methods. New York: McGraw Hill, pp. 30-45. 

9. Silverman, David. (2011) Interpreting Qualitative Data. CA Thousand Oaks: Sage, pp. 87 – 111. 

10. Watters, J.K. and Biernacki, P., “Targeted Sampling: Options for the Study of Hidden 

Populations.” Social Problems 36:4 (1989): 416 – 430.  

 

 


