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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

 

Urban Planning and Sustainable Cities 

Course Code: 

 

POL2528 

Course Duration: 

 

One semester 

Credit Units: 

 

3 

Level: 

 

B2 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 

English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 

 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

SA2221 Introduction to Urban Planning 

SA2528 Urban Planning and Sustainable Cities 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 

 

 

 



  
 

Part II Course Details  

 

 
1. Abstract  
 (A 150-word description about the course) 

  

This course aims to provide students with an understanding of the role, activity and impact of 

urban planning in modern cities. At the end of the course the students should have: a good 

understanding of the role and activity of planning; knowledge of Hong Kong’s planning 

system; appreciation of Hong Kong’s major urban planning issues; sensitivity to key issues in 

urban sustainability and recognize the link between the built environment and sustainable 

development. 

 

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 

 

 
No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Identify the role and activity of planning 20% X   

2. Recall the main elements of Hong Kong’s planning system 20%  X  

3. Assess the major planning issues in Hong Kong 20%  X  

4. Demonstrate knowledge of the concept and principles of 

sustainable development 
20%  X  

5. Recognize the link between the built environment and 

sustainability 
20%   X 

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 

 

 



  
 

 

3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 

applicable)  1 2 3 4 5  

Lectures and 

in-class 

videos 

Explanation of key concepts, 

theories, examples 

X X X X X   

Site visit Site visit to public housing estate 

or private housing estate or other 

relevant visit to facility / 

institution that demonstrates links 

between urban planning and 

urban sustainability 

  X X X   

Group project Identify one urban sustainability 

issue and prepare a group project 

comparing and contrasting the 

policy and practice of this issue in 

Hong Kong with one or more city 

or country 

X X X X X   

Class Test Two hour class test to assess 

students’ grasp of CILOs  

X X X X X   

 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5  

Continuous Assessment: 100% 

Class Participation X X X X X  20% Includes presentation of 

group project and 

attendance and 

participation in tutorials 

Group project X X X X X  30% Students will be 

encouraged to site visit 

(compulsory); photo 

essay; web search of 

government plans 

and/or policy 

documents; summary 

of newspaper articles; 

summary of academic 

articles; summary of 

interviews with 

concerned parties; 

critical reflection 

Class Test X X X X X  50%  

Examination: ____% (duration:         , if applicable) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  
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5. Assessment Rubrics   

(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 
 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair 

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1.  Class 

Participation 

Capacity to organize 

time, communicate 

effectively, cooperate 

with classmates 

 

High 

 

Significant 

 

Moderate 

 

Basic 

 

Not even reaching 

marginal levels 

2. Group project Ability to integrate 

information from a 

wide variety of 

sources, compare the 

Hong Kong 

experience with other 

cities / countries, and 

analyse and reflect on 

urban planning and 

sustainability  

 

 

High 

 

 

Significant 

 

 

Moderate 

 

 

Basic 

 

 

Not even reaching 

marginal levels 

3. Class test Demonstrate 

familiarity with and 

understanding of the 

CILOs and show 

ability to reflect upon 

appropriate range of 

issues regarding 

urban planning and 

sustainability  

 

 

High 

 

 

Significant 

 

 

Moderate 

 

 

Basic 

 

 

Not even reaching 

marginal levels 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

 

Definition, characteristics and activity of urban planning. Major planning models. Planning and the 

market. Hong Kong’s main planning instruments. Major planning issues in Hong Kong such as: urban 

redevelopment; meeting land needs; density. Concepts and principles of sustainable development. Built 

environment and sustainable development. 

 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

1. Alexander, E. R. (2005) What do Planners need to Know? Identifying needed Competencies 

Methods and Skills, Journal of Architectural and Planning Research, 22:2, pp. 91-106. 

 

2. Hawkesworth, M & M Kogan (eds) (2004)  Encyclopedia of Government and Politics, 

Routledge, London. (Chapter 42) 

 

3.  Mottershead, T (2002) Sustainable Development in Hong Kong, Hong Kong University Press,  

 Hong Kong. 

 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

1. Levy, J. (2000) Contemporary Urban Planning, Prentice Hall, New Jersey. 

 

2. http://www.hk2030.gov.hk/ 

 

3.  http://www.ura.org.hk/html/c100000e1e.html 

 

4. Portney, K. (2003) Taking Sustainable Cities Seriously, MIT Press, Cambridge, MA.  

 

5.  Fitzpatrick, T. (2011) Understanding the Environment and Social Policy, Policy Press, 

UK 

 

6. La Grange, A & Pretorius, F (2014) State Led Gentrification in Hong Kong, Urban 

Studies, forthcoming 

 

 

http://www.hk2030.gov.hk/
http://www.ura.org.hk/html/c100000e1e.html

