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Course Syllabus 

 

offered by Department of Asian and International Studies 

with effect from Semester A 2017 /18 

 

 

 
Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title:               

 

Cultural Flows in East Asia 

Course Code: 

 

 

GE3102 

Course Duration: One semester 

Credit Units: 

 

 

3 

Level: 

 

 

 

B3 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

1  Arts and Humanities 

2  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

   Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  English  

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and 

Title) 

 
 

Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and 

Title) 

 

 

Nil 
Equivalent 

Courses: 
(Course Code and 

Title) 

 

Nil      

  

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and 

Title) 

 

CTL3908 Learning Japanese Language and Society through the Media or 

AIS3908 Learning Japanese Language and Society through the Media 
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Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  

  

In this course, we will explore the meaning and impact of inter-Asia cultural flows. Japan has been a 

cultural center of power in Asia since the early 1990s; however, since the late 1990s, the interaction of 

cultural flows has become ubiquitous in Asian contexts. How do the ways that recent researchers and 

scholars propose to explain the complex phenomena of the recent transnational flows based on 

historical/political discourses (e.g. “The Greater Asia,” “Post-colonialism,” “Culture Imperialism”)? What 

do we need to learn in order to better understand the inter-Asia cultural flows through multi-disciplinary 

and integrative perspectives? With the rise of media globalization, the development of digitalized 

communication technologies, the continuous opening policy towards cultural products in some Asian 

countries, and the emergence of Korean, Taiwanese and Hong Kong popular cultures, the whole picture 

has been changed drastically.  

 

The study of cultural flow in the East Asian context shall enhance students’ understanding of their own 

culture and develop sensitivity toward and an appreciation of diversity in today’s transnational cultural 

environments. Apart from traditional classroom teaching, audio teaching materials will be used to help 

students towards a better understanding on particular concepts or theories. Students will be given chances 

to search on the Internet to find updated information on the taught topics during tutorials. Other learning 

activities such as guest seminars, evaluation of selected texts for in-class group discussion and a group 

presentation are also included to facilitate interactive and self-discovery learning. 

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 

No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Describe cultural phenomena reflected in the mass media 

such as the Internet, music, movies, TV drama, 

newspaper, magazine, animations. 

10%    

2. Discuss the impact of mass media and popular cultures 

within Asian countries including Japan, South Korea, 

Hong Kong, Mainland China and Taiwan, etc.  

20%    

3. Analyze the inter-Asia cultural flows based on a multi-

disciplinary approach. 

30%    

4. Apply the theories and concepts by taking contemporary 

perspectives to explain the transnational flows. 

30%    

5. Demonstrate their critical writing and presentation skills. 10%    
* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

A1: Attitude  
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical 
thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or 
applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 
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3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 
(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 

 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5  

Continuous Assessment:  100  % 

One individual paper (2500 
words) is given to assess 
students’ knowledge and ability 
in understanding the theories 
and concepts of cultural studies. 
 

√ √ √ √ √  40% Assessment will be 
based on: (1) 
detailed knowledge 
of culture theories 
and key concepts 
related to mass 
media and popular 
culture; (2) evidence 
of critical thinking 
using both multi-
disciplinary and 
contemporary 
perspectives in 
explaining the 
formation of cultural 
flows; (3) 
application of the 
learned/other 
examples and 
materials in-

TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week 

(if 

applicable)  
1 2 3 4 5  

1 Lecture will introduce the theories of 
Cultural Studies. Students will learn 
how to critically reflect on the nature 
and impact of media that contribute to 
their understanding of cultural flows 
within Asian countries.  
 

√ √ √ √   2 hour 

2 Tutorial will guide students how to 
apply the theories and concepts in 
analyzing and evaluation of the texts 
from the media and popular cultures.  
 

√ √ √ √   1 hour 

3 Guest similar(s), group discussions, 
presentations and debates will involve 
students in active learning through 
interaction and reflection. 
 

  √ √ √   

4 Small-group analysis and evaluation of 
the texts from the media, as a means to 
sensitize students to enhance their 
understanding of the cultural flows in 
the context of Asia. 
 

√ √ √ √ √   

5 Individual presentation, group 
presentation and individual assignment, 
as a means to improve their critical 
writing and presentation skills. 
 

    √   
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class/out-of-class; 
(4) question 
established concepts 
in recent research; 
(5) persuasive 
writing skills; (6) 
overall structure of 
the paper. 

Group presentations are given to 
assess students’ understanding 
on the contemporary 
developments of cultural 
phenomena, and the influences 
of mass media on the Asian 
societies. 
 

 √ √ √ √  35% Assessment will be 
based on: (1) 
detailed knowledge 
of culture theories 
and key concepts 
related to mass 
media and popular 
culture; (2) evidence 
of critical thinking 
using both multi-
disciplinary and 
contemporary 
perspectives in 
explaining the 
formation of cultural 
flows; (3) 
application of the 
relevant examples 
and materials for the 
chosen/assigned 
presentation topic; 
(4) cooperation as a 
team; (5) persuasive 
presentation skills; 
(6) overall structure 
of the presentation 

In-class discussion, debates and 
short individual 
presentation/report/essay are 
given to evaluate students’ 
comprehensive ability and 
analytical skill in regard to the 
influences of popular cultures 
within Asian countries. 
 

√ √ √ √ √  25% Assessment will be 
based on: (1) 
application of the 
learned 
theories/concepts to 
a particular topic of 
mass media/popular 
culture; (2) ability to 
question established 
concepts in recent 
research; (3) active 
engagement in in-
class discussion, 
debate session. 

Examination:  Nil % (duration:    N/A  , if applicable) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  
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5. Assessment Rubrics   
(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 

 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair  

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1. One individual paper 

(2500 words)   

(1) knowledge of culture  

theories/ key concepts on 

popular culture; (2) 

evidence of critical 

thinking using multi- 

disciplinary perspectives 

in explaining the 

formation of popular 

cultural flows; (3)  

application of the  

relevant examples (4)  

question established  

concepts in recent  

research; (5) persuasive  

writing skills and overall 

structure of the paper. 

Excellent knowledge 

of culture theories/key 

concepts on popular 

cultural studies; 

Strong evidence of 

critical thinking using 

multi- disciplinary 

perspectives in the 

formation of cultural 

flows; Strong ability 

to question 

established  

concepts in recent 

research and to apply 

relevant examples and 

materials; Excellent 

writing skill 

High level of 

familiarity with 

culture theories/key 

concepts on popular 

cultural studies; Some 

evidence of critical 

thinking using multi- 

disciplinary 

perspectives in the 

formation of cultural 

flows; Good ability to 

question established 

concepts in recent 

research and to apply 

relevant examples 

and materials; Good 

writing skill 

Satisfactory 

understanding of 

culture theories/key 

concepts on popular 

cultural studies; 

Adequate evidence of 

critical thinking using 

multi- disciplinary 

perspectives in the 

formation of cultural 

flows; Adequate ability 

to question established  

concepts in recent 

research and to apply 

relevant examples and 

materials; Fair writing 

skill 

Understanding of culture 

theories/key concepts on 

popular cultural studies; 

Little evidence of critical 

thinking using multi- 

disciplinary perspectives 

in the formation of 

cultural flows; Poor ability 

to question established  

concepts in recent 

research and to apply 

relevant examples and 

materials; Marginal 

writing skill 

Very limited familiarity 

with culture theories/key 

concepts on popular 

cultural studies; No 

evidence of critical 

thinking using multi- 

disciplinary perspectives 

in the formation of 

cultural flows; Inadequate 

ability to question 

established  

concepts in recent 

research and to apply 

relevant examples and 

materials; Poor writing 

skill 

2. Group presentations   (1) application of relevant 

examples and materials; 

(2) evidence of critical 

thinking and creativity; 

(3) cooperation as a team; 

(4) persuasive 

presentation skills; (5)  

overall structure  

Excellent knowledge 

of culture theories and 

key concepts on 

popular cultural 

studies; Strong 

evidence of  

critical thinking and 

creativity; Excellent 

team spirit and 

presentation skills; 

Excellent structure 

Good knowledge of 

culture theories and 

key concepts on 

popular cultural 

studies; Some 

evidence of  

critical thinking and 

creativity; Good team 

spirit and presentation 

skills; Good structure  

Adequate knowledge of 

culture theories and key 

concepts on popular 

cultural studies; 

Adequate evidence of  

critical thinking and 

creativity; Adequate 

team cooperation and 

fair presentation skills; 

Fair structure 

Limited knowledge of 

culture theories and key 

concepts on popular 

cultural studies; Little 

evidence of critical 

thinking and creativity; 

Limited evidence of team 

cooperation and Marginal 

presentation skills; Poor 

structure 

Inadequate knowledge of 

culture theories and key 

concepts on popular 

cultural studies; No 

evidence of critical 

thinking and creativity; 

No evidence of team 

cooperation and poor 

presentation skills; Poor 

structure 

3. In-class discussion, 

debates and short 

individual 

presentation/report/essay 

(1) engagement in 

discussion and debate  

Sessions; (2) application 

of the learned theories or 

concepts to a particular 

topic of popular culture; 

(3) demonstration of 

good writing and oral 

presentational skills 

Active engagement in 

in-class discussion, 

online discussion and 

debate session; Clear 

evidence of  

critical thinking and 

ability to apply  

cultural concepts and 

theories to explain the 

cultural phenomena; 

Excellent writing and 

oral presentation skills  

Much effort putting 

in in-class discussion, 

online discussion and 

debate session; Some 

evidence of critical 

thinking and ability to 

apply cultural 

concepts and theories 

to explain the cultural 

phenomena; Good 

writing and oral 

presentation skills 

Some effort putting in 

in-class discussion, 

online discussion and 

debate session; 

Adequate evidence of  

critical thinking and 

ability to apply cultural 

concepts and theories to 

explain the cultural 

phenomena; Fair 

writing and oral 

presentation skills 

Passive engagement in in-

class discussion, online 

discussion and debate 

session; Little evidence of 

critical thinking and 

ability to apply  

cultural concepts and 

theories to explain the 

cultural phenomena; 

Marginal 

writing and oral 

presentation skills 

No effort putting in in-

class discussion, online 

discussion and debate 

session; No evidence of 

critical thinking and 

ability to apply cultural 

concepts and theories to 

explain the cultural 

phenomena; Poor writing 

and oral presentation 

skills 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

 

Mass media; Popular cultural flows within Japan, Korea, Hong Kong, Mainland China, and Taiwan; 

Transnationalism; Globalization; Culture imperialism; Post-colonialism, Orientalism; 

Internalized/Oriental/Japanese Orientalism, Media globalization; Material culture and consumption; 

Collaboration; Indigenization; Cultural proximity; the Internet; Pop music, TV program, TV Drama, Movie, 

Comic, Animation, Newspaper, Magazine, Advertisement. 

 

 

2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of e-

books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   

     

1. Chen, K. H. & Chua, B. H. 2007. The Inter-Asia cultural Studies Reader. NY: Routledge. (Chapter 

1 -- Weeks 10 & 11) 

2. Chua, B. H. & Iwabuchi, K. 2008. East Asian Pop Culture: Analyzing the Korea Wave. HK: HK 

University Press. (Chapter 1 – Week 4) 

3.  Iwabuchi, K. 2001. Use of Japanese Popular Culture: Transnationalism and Postcolonial Desire 

for Asia, Emergences, 11(2): 199-222. (Weeks 4-5) 

4. Kim, D. 2006. Hybridity and the rise of Korean popular culture in Asia. Media, Culture & Society, 

28(1): 25-44. (Week 7) 

5. Nakano, Y. 2002. Who initiates a global flow? Japanese popular culture in Asia. Visual 

Communication, 1(2), 229-253. (Week 7) 

6. Straubhaar, J. & LaRose, R. 2004. Media Now: Understanding Media, Culture, and Technology. 

(4th ed.) Belmont: Thomson Wadsworth. (Chapter 1– Week 3) 

7. Tomlinson, J. 2002. The discourse of cultural imperialism. In D. McQuail (Ed.), Mcquail's reader 

in mass communication theory (pp. 223-237). London: Sage Publications. (Week 9) 

8. Varisco, D. M. 2007. Reading Orientalism: Said and the Unsaid. Seattle and London: University 

of Washington Press. (Chapter 1– Week 8) 
 

 

2.2  Additional Readings  
(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

    Online Resources  

1. Dahl, S. 2001. Communications and Culture Transformation Cultural Diversity, Globalization 

and Cultural Convergence, Retrieved at http://dahl.at/wordpress/research-

publications/intercultural-communication/  

(Weeks 1 and 2) 
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A. Please specify the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning Outcomes (PILOs) that the course is 

aligned to and relate them to the CILOs stated in Part II, Section 2 of this form: 

 
GE PILO Please indicate which CILO(s) is/are related to this 

PILO, if any 

(can be more than one CILOs in each PILO) 

PILO 1: Demonstrate the capacity for self-directed 

learning 

The course covers articles and book chapters which are 

interdisciplinary (i.e. historical/political, economical, 

societal, and technological), this will facilitate students’ 

self-discovery and reflection. In addition, during the 

process of group presentation and preparation of 

individual paper, students will demonstrate their capacity 

for self-directed learning.  

(CILO 1, 2 & 5) 

PILO 2: Explain the basic methodologies and 

techniques of inquiry of the arts and 

humanities, social sciences, business, and 

science and technology 

The in-class discussion, debate, group presentation and the 

individual paper will contribute to this end 

(CILO 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5) 

PILO 3: Demonstrate critical thinking skills 

 

Individual paper, presentation, short essay as well as 

discussion using a multi-disciplinary approach as well as 

contemporary perspectives (see also course aims) will 

contribute to this end 

(CILO 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5) 

PILO 4: Interpret information and numerical data 

 

Can be achieved through the team presentation and 

individual paper (e.g., transform the useful information 

and data along with discussion). 

(CILO 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5) 

PILO 5: Produce structured, well-organised and 

fluent text 

Individual paper and group presentation 

(CILO 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5) 

PILO 6: Demonstrate effective oral communication 

skills 

The in-class discussion, debate, group presentation and 

presentation’s Q & A session will contribute to this end 

(CILO 1, 3, 4 & 5) 

PILO 7: Demonstrate an ability to work effectively 

in a team 

Many team activities are organized in tutorial sessions 

(CILO 1, 3, 4 & 5) 

PILO 8: Recognise important characteristics of 

their own culture(s) and at least one other 

culture, and their impact on global issues 

Students will be able to recognize the important 

characteristics of our own culture and other cultures 

through discussion the impact of popular cultures within 

Asian countries  

(CILO 1, 2 & 5) 

PILO 9: Value ethical and socially responsible 

actions 

Directly influenced by all aspects of activities designed for 

this course, and indirectly – by developing a self-critical 

stance. In addition, the course will also let students to 

reconsider the meaning of citizenship in the contemporary 

world. 

(CILO 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5) 

PILO 10: Demonstrate the attitude and/or ability to 

accomplish discovery and/or innovation  

The course allows students to make good use of the 

Internet such as searching articles (e.g., newspaper, 

magazine, research papers) in relation to the taught topic. 

In addition, guest speakers will be invited to give seminars 

to the student in order to enhance their knowledge on the 

topic and the recent development of cultural flows. These 

activities together shall develop students’ attitude to 

accomplish self-discovery learning (i.e. curiosity, and 

being able to actively ask questions) as well as to develop 

their ability to generate creative ideas on the course topic 

(e.g., challenge the ideas provided by scholars based on 

their own findings or understanding, develop critical 

thinking skills). 

(CILO 1, 2, 3 & 4) 

 

Annex 

(for GE courses only)  
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GE course leaders should cover the mandatory PILOs for the GE area (Area 1: Arts and Humanities; Area 2: Study of 

Societies, Social and Business Organisations; Area 3: Science and Technology) for which they have classified their 

course; for quality assurance purposes, they are advised to carefully consider if it is beneficial to claim any coverage of 

additional PILOs. General advice would be to restrict PILOs to only the essential ones. (Please refer to the curricular 

mapping of GE programme: http://www.cityu.edu.hk/edge/ge/faculty/curricular_mapping.htm.)   

 

 
B. Please select an assessment task for collecting evidence of student achievement for quality assurance 

purposes. Please retain at least one sample of student achievement across a period of three years. 

 
Selected Assessment Task 

 

Individual Term Paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.cityu.edu.hk/edge/ge/faculty/curricular_mapping.htm

