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Part I 
 
Course Title:       Modern Applications of Chinese Classical Poetry  
 
Course Code: GE1124  
 
Course Duration: One Semester  
 
Proposed Area: (Please insert “1” for the single primary area, and ‘2” for the secondary area if 

applicable. Students will only earn credit units from the primary area.) 

 
  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

 
No. of Credit Units: 3 
 
Level:  B1, A1 
 
Medium of Instruction: Chinese (Cantonese/Putonghua) for the Chinese session and 
English for the English session for non-local and non-Chinese speaking students.  
 
Medium of Assessment: Chinese for the Chinese session and English for the English 
session 
 
Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title) NIL  
 
Precursors: (Course Code and Title) NIL  
 
Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title) NIL  
 
Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title) NIL  
 
 



  

    

Part II 
 
1. Abstract 

 

This course is intended to give students familiarity with the reading and writing of 
Chinese classical poetry and its applications on modern society. The course content  
include the introduction of the different genres, tone patterns and characteristics, as 
well as nurturing a sense of appreciation, through literary exercises focussing on 
words, phrases and meaning so that the students gain a complete understanding of the 
composition of classical Chinese poems. Once they have obtained such knowledge, 
they will learn how to apply this to modern life, e.g. writing Spring Festival couplets, 
pop song lyrics, advertisements, slogans, congratulatory texts, etc. They can also 
apply this in other literary forms such as modern poetry, fiction and essays. In 
addition, the exploration of classical poetry will also be beneficial to naming practices, 
e.g. choosing names for newborns and buildings but also the renaming of adults. The 
teaching and learning activities include large class teaching, tutorials and online 
discussion. The learning activities consist of different kinds of literary exercises such 
as poem and couplet writing, rewriting, and filling the blanks of keywords of a poem 
or couplet. Which are going to take place in class or after class. The course may also 
arrange a stroll on campus or a trip to a local historic site to give students inspiration 
from real-life art works, which can be used for their own composition on or after 
class. This will enable them to associate classroom learning to issues in daily life. 
 

 

 
2. Course Aims 
 

The aims of this course are for students to 

1. Realize that classical poetry can be applied to real-life issues such as naming, 

writing lyrics, advertisements, catch phrases and slogans. The fact that poetry is 

so closely related to modern life will inspire their interest in literary composition. 

2. Develop an interest in further exploring classical rhyme and tone patterns in 

couplets, pianwen and fu poetry but also modern poetry. Probing deeper into 

theoretical studies will help them enhance their writing ability and nurture their 

sense of understanding and appreciation. 

3. Improve their critical thinking skills and the ability to solve problems. Poetry 

composition and the writing of song lyrics, advertisements, and congratulatory 

texts, require a certain depth of ideas, style of layout and structure. Hence literary 

composition is beyond doubt the most important exercise for creativity, with the 

result that the students will be able to solve real-life problems in a more creative 

manner. 

4. Nurture their sense of appreciation of poems on different themes and study them 

from different angles and across different disciplines, including the humanities, 

social science and natural science. 

 

 



  

    

3. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 

No. CILOs Weighting (if applicable) 

1. Recognize the most important genres, characteristics and 
development of traditional Chinese poetry, which will exert 
a positive literary influence on students. And as the poems 
included different topics, which helps them to broaden their 
cross-disciplinary perspectives. 

20% 

2. Through comparing and evaluating the merits and flaws of 
traditional Chinese poetry, the students can reflect on their 
literary interest, aspiration and aesthetic values.  

20% 

3. Analyse the relation between classical poetry and different 
genres of modern writing, so as to sum up the various 
composition methods of different kind of work and improve 
their writing skills. 

20% 

4. Compose their own work about issues concerning daily life 
and modern society based on knowledge of classical poetry 
and other literary works acquired in class. In this way their 
writing becomes a vehicle to express their ideas and enable 
them to judge and discuss social issues in a fair manner. 

20% 

5. Apply the skills of critical thinking, problem-solving and 
creativity, which will activate the modern life of classical 
poetry. 

20% 

 
 

4. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs - Some TLAs may address more than one CILO.) 
 

 
TLA CILO No. Hours/week (if applicable) 

Large Class Teaching Activities: 
   Students will be introduced to basic knowledge and 
appreciation of traditional Chinese poetry, as well as the 
composition styles and methods, which will be 
compared with modern writing such as pop song lyrics, 
advertisements and slogans. As a result the students will 
be able to understand the hereditary link between 
ancient poetry and modern writing. Students will learn 
about poems on humanities, social science and natural 
science, so that they can achieve the aims of 
cross-disciplinary learning. 
   During the lectures different types of multi-media 
teaching tools, e.g. film, recording, photos, Websites, 
object projection etc. will be used. These will serve as 
demonstration materials to enrich the pedagogical 
variety and inspire the students to reflect and guide them 
to self-directed learning. 
   In order to monitor students’ knowledge of classical 
poetry, interactive classroom activities such as 
immediate couplet-writing will be used. Simple quizzes 
will be used as assessment.  

1-3 2 hours 

Tutorials(case study and poem-review presentations): 
   In tutorials, teachers will assess students’ writing 
skills and analytical skills, as well as their appreciation 
ability of assigned works’ readings. 
   In groups of three to four, students will give an oral 
presentation during the semester. Students will be given 
a case of successful modern writing for studying or a 
classical poem for reviewing in advance. After finishing 
the assignment, they will have to give an oral 

3-5 1 hour 



  

    

presentation in which they explain what issues of daily 
life and modern society they have commented on 
through the work and what writing techniques they have 
applied, or from which angle they have written their 
review. This is a good literary exercise which will 
enhance their ideas of modern usage of classical poetry, 
creativity, analytic skills, and the ability to compile 
material and collaborate with other students.  
    Finally they have to raise an issue for reflection 
and guide the classmates to participate in the discussion. 
Those not presenting should have studied the relevant 
information about the topic in advance, so that they can 
actively participate in the discussion.  
   The instructor and the non-presenting groups will 
give feedback on the contents of the presentation while 
the presentation group will have to reflect on their own 
performance. 
   The students who gave a presentation will have to 
consider the feedback carefully and revise their report 
accordingly, which they have to give to the teacher. 

Online Discussion Forum: 
   Online Discussion Forum will give students a 
chance to study without time and space limitations. The 
personal response system on the blackboard will 
facilitate the students to participate in the discussion and 
help promote interactive study. Students will have to 
select two topics the oral presentations and write two 
reviews. They must upload their reviews on the 
discussion platform before the deadline. 

2,4,5  

 
5. Assessment Tasks/Activities 

(designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs –Some assessment tasks/activities may address 
more than one CILO.) 

 
Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting  

(if applicable) 

Remarks 

Meaningful Class Participation and Performance: 
Students will be assessed on their class participation 
and performance: including worksheets during lecture 
classes, and discussions during the tutorials where they 
are expected to actively raise and answer questions. 

1,2 20%  

Oral Presentation: Students will be divided into groups 
and choose or be assigned some topics for an in-class 
presentation. In preparing for the presentation, students 
have to make use of the reference works set by the 
tutor and their own materials.  
   Each group will be assessed by both peers and the 
teacher. Students must show in their presentation that 
they have learnt how to make use of writing and 
appreciation resources and research methods from the 
lectures.  

3-5 25%  

Two Articles for Online Discussion: Students must 
select two topics from the oral group presentations and 
write two commentary reviews of 500-700 words 
which they must upload on the discussion platform 
before the deadline. The reviews must reflect results 
from classroom learning, but also show that they have 
analysed and reviewed critically the contents of the 
oral presentations. 

2,4,5 20%  

Final Assignment: Students must submit one piece of 
individual writing from following options: 1) create a 
classical poem about modern topics or social issues, at 
least 140-200 words of guti shi (ancient-style poetry

4-5 35%  



  

    

〔古體詩〕) with 500-800 words explanation notes or 

40-56 words of jinti shi(recent-style poetry〔近體詩〕) 

with 500-800 words explanation notes; 2) a piece of 
critical review of 1500-2000 words on a modern 
classical work or modern work; 3) an expanded version 
of the report written for the oral presentation, which at 
least 1500-2000 words. The type of writing will 
depend on the progress of teaching and learning 
outcome. And the number of words may be adjusted 
according to teaching and learning situations. This 
final assignment is an assessment of the student's 
display of originality, analytical skills, and the ability 
to source and compile material and apply academic 
knowledge of classical literature on modern society 
and real-life situations in a creative way. Students must 
also engage in inquiry with the teachers. 

 
 
6. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations  

 
   100% coursework and in class participation 
 Grading pattern: Standard (A+, A, A-…F) 
 

Meaningful class participation and performance (20%)- Students’ participation and performance in 

discussions, debates and other class activities in large class teaching activities and tutorials. Students 

have to show their pre-class preparation. 

Letter Grade Grade Point Grade Definitions Description In-class discussion 
Performance 

A+ 

A 

A- 

4.3 

4.0 

3.7 

Excellent Strong evidence of  

‧active in-class participation, 

positive listening, ability to 

simulate class discussion and 

comment on other points. 

‧sufficient pre-class 

preparation and familiarity with 

peer reports and other 

materials. 

‧Identify and 
analyze the topics 
critically with 
excellent grasp of the 
materials and 
in-depth knowledge 
of the subject matter.  

‧Interpret 

independent opinions 

effectively and 

efficiently. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

3.3 

3.0 

2,7 

Good Some evidence of 

‧active in-class participation, 

positive listening, ability to 

initiate class discussion and 

comment on other points. 

‧sufficient pre-class 

preparation and familiarity with 

peer reports and other 

materials. 

‧Understand crucial 
aspects of the topics 
with initiation of 
sufficient and definite 
opinions or queries. 

‧Interpret opinions 

effectively.  



  

    

 

C+ 

C 

C- 

2.3 

2.0 

1.7 

Adequate Limited evidence of 

‧active in-class participation, 

listening comprehension, 

ability to participate class 

discussion and comment on 

other points. 

‧sufficient pre-class 

preparation and familiarity with 

peer reports and other 

materials. 

‧Understand 
adequate aspects of 
the topics with 
initiation of opinions 
or queries.   

‧Organize, clarify 

and supplement the 

subject matter of the 

topics. 

D 1.0 Marginal Marginally satisfies the basic 
requirements of the 
participation. 

Understand the topics 
and put forward 
relevant opinions or 
queries. 

F 0.0 Failure Fail to meet minimum 
requirements of participation 

‧fail to understand 
the topics. 

‧Put forward unclear 

and self-involved 

opinions. 

 

Oral Presentation (26%)- Students will be divided into groups and will choose or be assigned 

different topics for an in-class presentation. In preparing for the presentation, students have to make use 

of both the reference works set by the tutors and their own materials. Each group will be assessed by 

both peers and teacher. 

Letter Grade Grade 
Point 

Grade Definitions Description 

A+ 

A 

A- 

4.3 

4.0 

3.7 

Excellent Strong evidence of 

‧Rich content, excellent grasp of the materials with 

in-depth or extensive knowledge of the subject matter; 

‧rigorous organization, coherent structure, balanced 

composition; 

‧critical analysis, convincing statement and creative 

comment; 

‧superior presentation skills: distinct pronunciation, 

fluent expression and appropriate diction, exact 

time-management. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

3.3 

3.0 

2,7 

Good Some evidence of 

‧Rich content, excellent grasp of the materials with 

in-depth or extensive knowledge of the subject matter; 

‧rigorous organization, coherent structure, balanced 

composition; 

‧critical analysis, convincing statement and creative 



  

    

comment; 

‧superior presentation skills: distinct pronunciation, 

fluent expression and appropriate diction, exact 

time-management. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

2.3 

2.0 

1.7 

Adequate Limited evidence of 

‧rich content, excellent grasp of the materials with 

in-depth or extensive knowledge of the subject matter; 

‧rigorous organization, coherent structure, balanced 

composition; 

‧critical analysis, convincing statement and creative 

comment; 

‧superior presentation skills: distinct pronunciation, 

fluent expression and appropriate diction, exact 

time-management. 

D 1.0 Marginal ‧loose organization, but acceptable identified content. 

‧adequate understanding of the reading and indication 

of grasp of the general ideas, limited or irrelevant use 

of reading materials; 

‧simple and unilateral comments, without clear 

explanations; 

‧acceptable pronunciation and expression; few 

mistakes in diction, but the general delivery is not 

affected. 

F 0.0 Failure ‧limited familiarity with the facts of the reading and its 
surface relations, unsystematic ideas which cannot 
express the subject matter or relevant themes; 

‧loose organization, without distinct primary and 

secondary structure; 

‧devoid of personal comment and/or unreasonable 

opinion;  

‧ voice is hardly audible, indistinct pronunciation and 

improper diction, exceeds the time limit. 

 



  

    

Online Discussion (14%)  

Letter Grade Grade Point Grade Definitions Descriptions 

A+ 
A 
A- 

4.3 
4.0 
3.7 

Excellent Strong evidence of original 
thinking; good organisation, 
capacity to analyse and synthesise; 
superior grasp of subject matter; 
evidence of extensive knowledge 
base. 

B+ 
B 
B- 

3.3 
3.0 
2.7 

Good Evidence of grasp of subject, some 
evidence of critical capacity and 
analytic ability; reasonable 
understanding of issues; evidence 
of familiarity with literature. 

C+ 
C 
C- 

2.3 
2.0 
1.7 

Adequate Student who is profiting from the 
university experience; 
understanding of the subject; 
ability to develop solutions to 
simple problems in the material. 

D 1.0 Marginal Sufficient familiarity with the 
subject matter to enable the student 
to progress without repeating the 
course. 

F 0.0 Failure Little evidence of familiarity with 
the subject matter; weakness in 
critical and analytic skills; limited 
or irrelevant use of literature. 

 

 

Final Assignment (40%)- The final assignment is designed to have students work in teams to discuss 

and explore the selected topic.  

Letter Grade Grade 
Point 

Grade Definitions Description 

A+ 

A 

A- 

4.3 

4.0 

3.7 

Excellent Strong evidence of 

‧rich content, ability to integrate various resources into 

primary and secondary levels based on demand ; 

‧rigorous organization, coherent structure, systematic 

composition; 

‧clear and integrated ideas which can keep to the 

point, clear-cut subject, distinct themes, ability to 

interpret the opinions effectively; 

‧sufficient and organized references which can be 

utilized in accordance with the topic. 

‧exact and fluent expression, good sense of context, 

ability to use various writing skills to make the paper 

convincing with proper diction. 



  

    

 

B+ 

B 

B- 

3.3 

3.0 

2,7 

Good Some evidence of 

‧rich content, ability to integrate various resources into 

primary and secondary levels based on demand ; 

‧rigorous organization, coherent structure, systematic 

composition; 

‧clear and integrated ideas which can keep to the 

point, clear-cut subject, distinct themes, ability to 

interpret the opinions effectively; 

‧sufficient and organized references which can be 

utilized in accordance with the topic. 

‧exact and fluent expression, good sense of context, 

ability to use various writing skills to make the paper 

convincing with proper diction. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

2.3 

2.0 

1.7 

Adequate Limited evidence of 

‧rich content, ability to integrate various resources into 

primary and secondary levels based on demand ; 

‧rigorous organization, coherent structure, systematic 

composition; 

‧clear and integrated ideas which can keep to the 

point, clear-cut subject, distinct themes, ability to 

interpret the opinions effectively; 

‧sufficient and organized references which can be 

utilized in accordance with the topic. 

‧exact and fluent expression, good sense of context, 

ability to use various writing skills to make the paper 

convincing with proper diction. 

D 1.0 Marginal ‧adequate content, ability to integrate resources 
generally based on demand, limited or irrelevant use of 
resources; 

‧loose organization; 

‧ability to express relevant points to the subject 

matter; 

‧references are insufficient, ability to provide some 

reasonable personal comments, but no clear 

demonstration; 

‧sentence fluency and diction is acceptable. 



  

    

 

F 0.0 Failure ‧ vague and devoid of content, weak ability to 
integrate limited resources ;  

‧loose organization, without distinct primary and 

secondary levels; 

‧unsystematic ideas which cannot express the subject 

matter or relevant themes; 

‧summary of references, no personal idea and/ or 

unreasonable comment; 

‧seriously insufficient/ no reference; 

‧although expression is not clear, part of the idea can 

be identified; over use of existing quotations and 

relevant research. 

 
 
Part III 
 
Keyword Syllabus: 
Chinese classical poems, Ci Lyrics, Couplets, Modern Chinese poems, Appreciation 
of poems, Creative writing, Ways to sharpen Chinese writing, Critiques of poetry, 
Poetics, Eastern Literature, Cantonese pop song, Slogans, Wordings of advertisement, 
Elements of a good name. 
 
Recommended Reading: 
Text(s): 

1. 王力：《漢語詩律學》。香港：中華書局，1994。 

2. 王力：《詩詞格律》。北京：中華書局，1977。 

3. 王璞：《怎樣寫小說——小說創作十二講》。香港：匯智出版有限公司，

2006。 

4. 王光明：《現代漢詩的百年演變》。石家莊市：河北人民出版社，2003。 

5. 原來：《創意思考》。臺北：小暢書房，1990。 

6. 周嘯天主編：《唐詩鑒賞辭典補編》。成都：四川文藝出版社，1991。 

7. 周振甫：《詩詞例話》。南京：江蘇教育出版社，2005。 

8. 喻守真：《唐詩三百首詳析》。香港：中華書局，1984。 

9. 張雪茵：《散文寫作與欣賞》。臺北：臺灣學生書局，1977。 

10. 張默、蕭蕭編：《新詩三百首：一九一七-一九九五》。臺北：九歌出版社

，1995。 

11. 李潤生：《正體，表德，美稱：姓名文化雜說》。 北京：華文出版社，1997

。 

12. 梁羽生：《名聯觀止》。香港：天地圖書有限公司，2001。 

13. 楊鴻銘：《新詩創作與批評》。臺北：文史哲出版社，2002。 

14. 牛汝辰、魏燕雲編：《廣告辭寫作技巧與優秀範例大觀》。北京：中央民族

大學出版社，1994。 

15. 盧國霑、黃志華：《話說填詞》。香港：坤林出版社，1988。 



  

    

16. 繆鉞〔等〕撰：《宋詩鑒賞辭典》。上海：上海辭書出版社，1987。 

17. 董就雄、張為群編：《新松詩集》。香港：香港城市大學中國文化中心，

2008年。 

18. 蔣竹蓀：《書信用語詞典》。上海：上海辭書出版社，2002。 

19. 蕭滌非等撰：《唐詩鑒賞辭典》。上海：上海辭書出版社，1983。 

20. 韓成武、張志民：《杜甫詩全譯》。石家莊市：河北人民出版社，1997。 

21. 高步瀛：《唐宋詩舉要》。北京：中華書局，1959。 

22. 黃志華：《粵語歌詞創作談》。香港：三聯書店，2003。 

23. 黃霑：《粵語流行曲的歌詞創作》。香港：嶺南學院文學與翻譯研究中心，

1997。 

 
Online Resources: 

唐宋文史資料庫：http://cls.hs.yzu.edu.tw/tasuhome.htm 

詩詞在線：http://www.chinapoesy.com/ 

故宮「寒泉」古典文獻全文檢索資料庫：http://210.69.170.100/S25/ 

中華詩韻速查表：http://www.chinese-artists.net/poem/default.htm 

粵語審音配詞字庫：http://humanum.arts.cuhk.edu.hk/Lexis/lexi-can/ 

《漢典》：http://www.zdic.net/ 

《重編國語辭典修訂本》：http://dict.revised.moe.edu.tw/index.html 

中國期刊全文數據庫：http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/eres/ej/ejcoll.htm  

台灣電子期刊服務網：http://www.cityu.edu.hk/lib/eres/ej/ejcoll.htm 
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