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City University of Hong Kong 

Course Syllabus 

 

offered by Department of Public Policy 

with effect from Semester A 2017 / 18 

 

 

 
Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: Animals and Animal Ethics: An Interdisciplinary Approach 

Course Code: GE1122 

Course Duration: One Semester 

Credit Units: 3 

Level: B1 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

√  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  English 

Medium of 
Assessment: English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) Nil 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) Nil 
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Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  
 (A 150-word description about the course) 

  
What is an animal? How should we treat them? What are the differences between a human and an 

animal? What makes us human? These questions not only affect our stance on animal welfare and ethics, 

they are also relevant to how we see ourselves as human beings. In order to deal with these fundamental 

questions, this course takes an interdisciplinary approach that utilizes ideas from the natural sciences, 

social sciences and the humanities. The course can be divided into three main parts. The first part of the 

course examines the notion of the animal and the human by making use of philosophical, religious, 

cultural and scientific ideas. The second part of the course tackles issues concerning the treatment of 

animals, with specific focuses on the ethical questions of animal rights, the use of animals as 

commodities and whether animals should be used in scientific experiments. The final part of the course 

contains case studies about contemporary ethical issues related to animals. Out-of-classroom activities 

such as fieldtrips and movie screening will be used to create an all-rounded learning experience.     

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Give an account of what it means to be an animal and what 

it means to be human with reference to ideas from 

philosophy, religion, science and other humanities.  

N.A. X   

2. Discover, articulate and explain some of the central ethical 

issues concerning the notions of animal rights, animal 

welfare. 

N.A. X X  

3. Explain how scientific and philosophical ideas are 

employed to substantiate claims about animal sentience and 

justify specific ways of treating animals. 

N.A.  X  

4. Observe how animals are represented, framed, categorized 

and reflected upon in different domains of human life.  
N.A.  X  

5. Analyze contemporary ethical issues concerning animals 

and the natural environment; offer solutions to such issues.  
N.A. X  X 

6. Construct philosophical arguments on the individual and 

social responsibility of treating animals as a lifelong 

learning practice.  

N.A.  X X 

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 
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3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week 

(if applicable)  1 2 3 4 5 6 

Lectures Introduction of basic concepts, 

theories, ideas, and arguments; 

examination of scientific, 

philosophical, ethical and cultural 

issues related to animals and their 

treatment. 

x x x x x x  

Class discussion 

and debate 

An opportunity for students to 

clarify and evaluate key concepts 

and arguments through exchange 

and interaction with others; an 

exercise for students to listen to 

and appreciate alternative views 

and arguments. 

 x  x  x  

Film screening 

and the use of 

multi-media aids 

(documentaries, 

images, online 

resources, etc.): 

A means to provide concrete or 

narrative examples to enhance 

moral sensibility, stimulate 

imaginative thinking and critical 

reflection on philosophical and 

scientific issues.  

x x x x x   

Fieldtrip(s): Out-of-classroom experience for 

students to discover how animals 

are treated in real-life contexts 

and to think of solutions in 

response to inadequate treatments 

of animals. 

x x x x x x  

Critical 

reflection on 

fieldtrip: 

A way to encourage students to 

take an active part in the 

fieldtrip—a number of questions 

will be given to them in advance 

and they are meant to answer 

them with reference to their 

experience of the fieldtrip.   

  x x x x  

Short quiz: Designed to test student’s grasp 

of basic concepts and arguments, 

and their knowledge on ideas 

about animals and human beings 

from scientific, religious, 

philosophical and cultural 

traditions.   

x x x  x x  

Group 

presentation: 

Offers students a chance to work 

out well-argued and defensible 

positions of their own through a 

process of collaboration. (A 

number of suggested questions 

for presentation will be offered.)    

x x x  x x  

Individual essays 

(response 

papers): 

Short, focused papers requiring 

students to concentrate on the 

systematic presentation of key 

ideas and sharp arguments based 

on their independent analysis. 

(Students will be given a choice 

of different topics to suit their 

interests.)  

x x x  x x  
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4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Continuous Assessment: _100___% 

Participation in in-class 

discussions and debates  

 x   x x 10%  

Critical reflection on fieldtrip 

(A way to encourage students to 

take an active part in the 

fieldtrip—a number of 

questions will be given to them 

in advance and they are meant 

to answer them with reference 

to their) 

  x x x x 15%  

Short quiz (Designed to test 

student’s grasp of basic 

concepts and arguments, and 

their knowledge on ideas about 

animals and human beings from 

scientific, religious, 

philosophical and cultural 

traditions.) 

x x x  x x 25%  

Group presentation (Offers 

students a chance to work out 

well-argued and defensible 

positions of their own through a 

process of collaboration. [A 

number of suggested questions 

for presentation will be 

offered.]) 

x x x  x x 25%  

Individual essay (Short, focused 

papers requiring students to 

concentrate on the systematic 

presentation of key ideas and 

sharp arguments based on their 

independent analysis. [Students 

will be given a choice of 

different topics to suit their 

interests.]) 

x x x  x x 25%  

Examination: ____% (duration:         , if applicable) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  
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5. Assessment Rubrics   

(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 
 

Assessment Task Criterion  

 Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair 

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1.  Short essay, 

Critical reflection 

on fieldtrip and 

short quiz 

Ability to respond to 

questions directly, creatively 

and precisely; strong 

evidence of original 

thinking; good organization, 

capacity to analyse and 

synthesize; superior grasp of 

subject matter; evidence of 

extensive knowledge base. 

Evidence of grasp of 

subject, some evidence of 

critical capacity and 

analytic ability, reasonable 

understanding of issues; 

evidence of familiarity 

with literature. 

Adequate 

understanding of 

the subject; ability 

to respond to 

simple problems. 

Sufficient 

familiarity with 

the subject matter 

to enable the 

student to progress 

without failing. 

Little evidence of 

familiarity with the 

subject matter; weakness 

in critical and analytic 

skills; limited, or 

irrelevant use of 

literature. 

2.   Group 

presentation 

The ability to delineate 

materials; the use of relevant 

and stimulating materials; 

good and creative 

organization of materials; 

ability to conduct in-class 

discussion; capability in 

responding to questions 

derived from alternative 

perspectives; clear evidence 

of superior critical analysis 

and synthesis; excellent 

grasp of subject matter; 

evidence of in-depth 

knowledge. 

The use of materials 

largely relevant to the 

topic; indications of good 

grasp of subject; some 

evidence of critical 

capacity and analytic 

ability, reasonable 

understanding of issues; 

evidence of familiarity 

with literature; good 

ability to initiate dialogues 

with other students. 

Basic and 

adequate 

understanding of 

the subject; ability 

to respond to 

simple problems 

during discussion. 

An acceptable 

level of familiarity 

with the subject 

matter and grasps 

of materials. 

Little evidence of 

familiarity with the 

subject matter; weakness 

in critical and analytic 

skills; limited, or 

irrelevant use of 

literature. 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

 
PART I: What is an animal? 

- What is an animal? What is it to be human? 

- Can philosophy tell us what it is to be animal and what it is to be human? What have philosophers said 

about animals?  

- What can the great religious traditions tell us about animals and humans?  

- Can science define what it means to be an animal? Can science distinguish the animal from the human in 

us? 

- What can evolution tell us about the nature of animal existence and human existence? 

 

PART II: Animal ethics—How should we treat animals? 

- Are animals a kind of resource or commodity to us? 

- Do animals have rights?  

- Are animals susceptible to pain and suffering? If so, what are the implications? 

- What does it mean to say that an animal is a pet? What kind of relationship can we form with our pets? 

 

PART III: Case studies 

- Should animals be used in scientific experiments? 

- Is it ethical to trade commodities made with endangered species? 

- How should human beings treat animals in the wild?  

- What kind of regulations and legislation regarding the welfare of animals should be in place?  

 

Animals; human beings; science; philosophy; religion; ethics; literature; the arts; Greek thought; 

Christianity; Ancient Chinese thought; Confucianism; Daoism; Buddhism; modern western philosophy; 

Aristotle; Francis Bacon; René Descartes; Immanuel Kant; evolution; categorization; animal-human 

distinction; anthropocentrism; specieism; animals as commodities; animal behaviour; wildlife trade; eating 

meat; pain; sentience; intelligence; self-consciousness; animal rights; animal welfare; slaughterhouse; 

humane slaughter; vegetarianism; veganism; utilitarianism; deontology; virtue ethics; experimenting on 

animals; ecology; bio-diversity; animals in the media; sexuality; bestiality; pet; pest; animal and 

entertainment; animals in captivity; animal training; zoo; wildlife park; animal regulations; animal 

legislation    

 

2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

1. Beauchamp, TL, et al (2008), The Human Use of Animals: Case Studies in Ethical Choice. NY: 

Oxford University Press. 

2. Castricano, Jodey (ed.) (2008), Animal Subjects: An Ethical Reader in a Posthuman World, 

Waterloo, Ont.: Wilfrid Laurier University Press. 

3.  DeGrazia, David (2002), Animal Rights: A Very Short Introduction, Oxford: Oxford University 

Press. 

4. Dorfman, Ariel and Mattelart, Armand (1991), How to Read Donald Duck: Imperialist Ideology 

in the Disney Comic, New York: International General. 

5. Fraser, A.F. and Broom, D.F. (2007), Domestic Animal Behaviour and Welfare, 4th Ed. UK: 

Cambridge University Press. 

6. Fudge, Erica (2002), Animal, London: Reaktion Books. 

7. Gaita, Raimond (2003), The Philosopher’s Dog, London: Routledge. 

8. Haynes, Richard P. (2008), Animal Welfare: Competing Conceptions and their Ethical 

Implications, New York: Springer. 
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9. Hursthouse, Rosalind (2000), Ethics, Humans and Other Animals: An introduction with 

readings, London and New York: Routledge. 

10. Kalof, Linda and Fitzgerald, Amy (eds.) (2007), The Animals Reader: The Essential Classic and 

Contemporary Writings, Oxford and New York: Berg. 

11. Marks, Jonathan (2002), What It Means to Be 98% Chimpanzee: Apes, People, and Their 

Genes, Berkeley: University of California Press. 

12. Osborne, Catherine (2007), Dumb Beasts and Dead Philosophers: Humanity and the Humane in 

Ancient Philosophy and Literature, Oxford: Oxford University Press.  

13. Regan, Tom (2004), Empty Cages: Facing the Challenges of Animal Rights, USA: Rowman & 

Littlefield Publishers, Inc.  

14. Rollin, Bernard E. (2006), Animal Rights & Human Morality, 3rd Ed. Buffalo, N.Y.: Prometheus 

Books.  

15. Ryder, Richard D. (2000), Animal Revolution: Changing Attitudes toward Speciesism, Oxford 

and New York: Berg.. 

16. Scully, Matthew (2002), Dominion: The Power of Man, the Suffering of Animals, and the Call 

to Mercy, New York, NY: St. Martin’s Griffin.  

17. Shanks, Niall (2002), Animals and Science: A Guide to the Debates, Santa Barbara, CA: 

ABC-CLIO. 

18. Singer, Peter (2009), Animal Liberation: The Definitive Classic of the Animal Movement, New 

York, NY: HarperCollins Publishers Inc.  

19. Sorabji, Richard (1993), Animal Minds and Human Morals: The Origins of the Western Debate, 

Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press.  

20. http://www.animalsasia.org/ 

http://www.ifaw.org/ 

http://www.oie.int/animal-welfare/animal-welfare-key-themes/ 

 

 

 

 

http://www.animalsasia.org/
http://www.ifaw.org/
http://www.oie.int/animal-welfare/animal-welfare-key-themes/
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A. Please specify the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning Outcomes (PILOs) that the course is 

aligned to and relate them to the CILOs stated in Part II, Section 2 of this form: 

 

GE PILO Please indicate which CILO(s) is/are related to this 

PILO, if any 

(can be more than one CILOs in each PILO) 

PILO 1: Demonstrate the capacity for self-directed 

learning 

CILOs 1-6 plus lectures, field-trips, discussions, debates, 

group presentations, short quiz and individual essay. 

Students are given conceptual tools to think about issues 

related to animals and develop their perspective on their 

own.   

PILO 2: Explain the basic methodologies and 

techniques of inquiry of the arts and 

humanities, social sciences, business, and 

science and technology 

CILOs 1, 3-5: The interdisciplinary approach of this 

course exposes students to the basic methodologies and 

techniques of relevant disciplines.  

PILO 3: Demonstrate critical thinking skills 

 

CILOs 1, 5-6: This course trains student to be critical by 

inviting them to think about ethical issues related to 

animals. They are also required to construct philosophical 

argument during this process. Critical thinking skills will 

also be demonstrated in teaching. Inviting guest speakers 

to give talks is also a possible means to facilitate 

opportunities for critical reflection and questioning.   

PILO 4: Interpret information and numerical data 

 

CILOs 3 and 5: Students will be required to reflect on the 

relationship between ideas on animal and how they are 

actually treated by human beings; they are also encouraged 

to interpret critically the representations of animals (e.g., 

advertisement and movies) in everyday life. 

PILO 5: Produce structured, well-organised and 

fluent text 

 

PILO 6: Demonstrate effective oral communication 

skills 

 

PILO 7: Demonstrate an ability to work effectively 

in a team 

 

PILO 8: Recognise important characteristics of 

their own culture(s) and at least one other 

culture, and their impact on global issues 

CILOs 1-5: Common ideas and views on animals from 

different cultures will be critically explored alongside with 

dominant scientific, religious and philosophical 

perspectives. Students will also be familiarized with the 

impact of the use of animals in different ways from a 

global perspective (e.g., the effect of farm animals on 

global warming).    

PILO 9: Value ethical and socially responsible 

actions 

CILOs 1-6: The awareness of ethical and socially 

responsible actions forms an indispensable part of this 

course: by alerting students to the possible consequences 

resulting from ways human beings treat animals, they are 

encouraged to see the connection between the treatment of 

animals and the treatment of human beings and their 

environment. The field-trips should also be able to 

enhance their ethical sensibility. 

PILO 10: Demonstrate the attitude and/or ability to 

accomplish discovery and/or innovation  

CILOs 1-6: Discovery and innovation come in many ways 

in this course. Innovation in this course mainly consists in 

the application of critical thoughts students learned from 

this course in their own reflection on the treatment of 

animals. Students can also make discoveries when they 

explore the connection between cultural ideas and animal 

welfare. Ultimately, students should be able to form novel 

and informed perspectives that can have the potential to 

challenge their existing views.  

GE course leaders should cover the mandatory PILOs for the GE area (Area 1: Arts and Humanities; Area 2: Study of 

Societies, Social and Business Organisations; Area 3: Science and Technology) for which they have classified their 

course; for quality assurance purposes, they are advised to carefully consider if it is beneficial to claim any coverage 

of additional PILOs. General advice would be to restrict PILOs to only the essential ones. (Please refer to the 

curricular mapping of GE programme: http://www.cityu.edu.hk/edge/ge/faculty/curricular_mapping.htm.)   

 

Annex 

(for GE courses only)  

http://www.cityu.edu.hk/edge/ge/faculty/curricular_mapping.htm
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B. Please select an assessment task for collecting evidence of student achievement for quality assurance 

purposes. Please retain at least one sample of student achievement across a period of three years. 

 

Selected Assessment Task 

 

Individual essay (Short, focused papers requiring students to concentrate on the systematic 

presentation of key ideas and sharp arguments based on their independent analysis. [Students 

will be given a choice of different topics to suit their interests.]) 

 

 

 


