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offered by Department of Chinese and History 

with effect from Semester A 2017/18 

 

 

 
Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

 

 

Chán Culture and Contemporary Society 

Course Code: 

 

 

GE1112 

Course Duration: 

 

 

1 semester 

Credit Units: 

 

 

3 credits 

Level: 

 

 

B1 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 

 

English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 
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Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  
 (A 150-word description about the course) 

  

 Although Chan is one of the schools of Buddhism in China, it is actually a mix of Indian 

Buddhism and Chinese Confucianism with Taoism, becoming an indispensable part of Chinese 

culture after the Tang-Song period. Seeping into every aspect of life and thinking in China, it 

later spread to Japan, Korea, and recently even to Europe and America, stimulating Westerners 

to pursue the wisdom of the East. In particular, the wisdom and culture of Chan have become 

elements of world civilisation.  

 The teachings of Chan and its inherent wisdom represent the finest of eastern culture. It 

emphasizes the texture and fun of daily minutiae. As an antidote to today’s society, its strength 

lies in seeing the macro from the micro, giving meaning to the tiniest of things, melting away 

the desires and subjectivities of modern man as well as the over-emphasis on materialism. 

 Besides introducing a basic knowledge of Buddhism and the historical changes in the Chan 

school, this course will guide students in their understanding of Chan culture and engage in 

inquiry with the teachers, the flexibility of its wisdom as well as how to apply such an unique 

wisdom of the east to reflect on life and present effective solutions to real-life problems. 

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Identify the significant influence of Chan Buddhism on 

world culture. 
20% √   

2. Explain the fundamental of Buddhism and the general 

teaching of Buddhism. 
20% √ √  

3. The origins of Chan, its teaching and the wisdom that it 

contains. 
20% √   

4 Cultivate both Chinese and global perspectives on Chinese 

religious culture. 
10%  √ √ 

5 Develop religious and philosophical awareness through 

in-depth understanding of Chan. 
10%  √ √ 

6 Apply the Chan wisdom to daily life and modern issues. 20% √ √ √ 

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 
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3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 

applicable)  1 2 3 4 5 6 

Large Class 

Teaching 

Activities 

Besides normal lectures, the 

students will be engaged in 

in-class group activities, e.g.: 

group discussion, simple quizzes 

and debate, to promote active 

learning and discovery learning. 

√ √ √ √ √ √ 

2 hrs/wk 

Tutorials In tutorials, teachers will assess 

students’ analytical skills and 

their understandings of assigned 

readings. Small group tutorials 

ensure that sufficient 

opportunities for teacher-learner’s 

interaction and peer discussion 

are provided. Activities such as 

small group presentations, role 

plays, sharing will be conducted 

into the tutorials. The learning 

experience will be further 

enhanced through peer-assisted 

teaching and learning. Students 

will be encouraged to ask 

questions actively and criticize 

each others’ viewpoints.  

   √ √ √ 

2 hrs/wk for 7 

weeks  

 

Online 

Discussion 

In the first place, teachers define 

the title and lay out the reference 

materials. With guidance from 

teachers, students then give 

responses to the title. They would 

also mutually comment the 

responses. 

√ √ √ √   

 

Field Trip Visit to a Buddhist temple 

broadens students’ understanding 

of Chan by visualizing their 

knowledge learnt in classrooms. 

√ √ √ √ √ √ 

optional 

 

4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 
(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 

 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Continuous Assessment: 100% 

Meaningful class participation 

and performance 
√ √ √ √ √ √ 20%  

Interview and Presentation     √ √ 20%  

Online Discussion √ √ √  √ √ 15%  

Group Project and Final Paper  √   √ √ 20%  

Course Learning Portfolios   √ √ √ √ 25%  

Examination: 0% (duration:   --- ) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  
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5. Assessment Rubrics   

(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 
 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair  

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1. Meaningful class 

participation and 

performance 

Students are require 

to attend lectures, 

tutorials, and 

participate in online 

discussions, and 

they have to express 

their idea and 

respond to questions 

during these 

learning activities. 

Also, they have to 

show their pre-class 

preparation. 

Strong  Evidence 

of  

‧active in-class 

participation, 

positive listening, 

ability to simulate 

class discussion and 

comment on other 

points. 

‧sufficient 

pre-class preparation 

and familiarity with 

peer reports and 

other materials. 

Competent Evidence 

of  

‧active in-class 

participation, 

positive listening, 

ability to simulate 

class discussion and 

comment on other 

points. 

‧sufficient 

pre-class preparation 

and familiarity with 

peer reports and 

other materials. 

Some Evidence of  

‧active in-class 

participation, 

positive listening, 

ability to simulate 

class discussion and 

comment on other 

points. 

‧sufficient 

pre-class preparation 

and familiarity with 

peer reports and 

other materials. 

Limited Evidence of  

‧active in-class 

participation, 

positive listening, 

ability to simulate 

class discussion and 

comment on other 

points. 

‧sufficient 

pre-class preparation 

and familiarity with 

peer reports and 

other materials. 

Fail to meet 

minimum 

requirements:  

‧inactive in-class 

participation, fail to 

simulate class 

discussion and 

comment on other 

points. 

‧fail to show 

pre-class preparation 

and familiarity with 

peer reports and 

other materials. 

2. Presentation The content and 

fluency of 

presentation are 

highly emphasised. 

Students should be 

able to demonstrate 

their abilities on the 

collection, reading, 

selection, 

integration and 

analysis of the 

resources. They 

also have to lead 

the classmates into 

participating in the 

discussion. 
 

Strong Evidence of 

‧Rich content, 

excellent grasp of 

the materials with 

in-depth or 

extensive 

knowledge of the 

subject matter; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

balanced 

composition; 

‧critical analysis, 

convincing 

statement and 

creative comment; 

‧superior 

Competent Evidence 

of 

‧Rich content, 

excellent grasp of 

the materials with 

in-depth or 

extensive 

knowledge of the 

subject matter; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

balanced 

composition; 

‧critical analysis, 

convincing 

statement and 

creative comment; 

Some Evidence of 

‧Rich content, 

excellent grasp of 

the materials with 

in-depth or 

extensive 

knowledge of the 

subject matter; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

balanced 

composition; 

‧critical analysis, 

convincing 

statement and 

creative comment; 

‧superior 

Limited Evidence of 

‧Rich content, 

excellent grasp of 

the materials with 

in-depth or 

extensive 

knowledge of the 

subject matter; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

balanced 

composition; 

‧critical analysis, 

convincing 

statement and 

creative comment; 

‧superior 

Fail to meet 

minimum 

requirements:  

‧vague content, 

fail to grasp the 

materials with 

in-depth or 

extensive 

knowledge of the 

subject matter; 

‧poor organization, 

structure, 

composition; 

‧fail to show 

critical analysis, 

convincing 

statement and 

creative comment; 
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presentation skills: 

distinct 

pronunciation, fluent 

expression and 

appropriate diction, 

exact 

time-management. 

‧superior 

presentation skills: 

distinct 

pronunciation, fluent 

expression and 

appropriate diction, 

exact 

time-management. 

presentation skills: 

distinct 

pronunciation, fluent 

expression and 

appropriate diction, 

exact 

time-management. 

presentation skills: 

distinct 

pronunciation, fluent 

expression and 

appropriate diction, 

exact 

time-management. 

‧poor presentation 

skills. 

3. Online Discussion Students are 

required to 

respond to 

questions which 

will be set for each 

discussion and 

response session. 
Rationality, clarity 

and fluency of the 

arguments and 

comments are the 

main assessment 

criteria. Students 

should show the 

ability to build up 

argument and 

analyse. 

Strong Evidence of  

‧rich content, 

ability to integrate 

various resources 

based on demand ; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

‧clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, clear-cut 

subject, distinct 

themes, ability to 

interpret the 

opinions effectively; 

‧ability to criticize 

different facts and 

statements, to 

provide practical 

and innovative 

comments with 

convincing 

demonstration; 

‧ability to respond 

to other statements 

Competent Evidence 

of  

‧rich content, 

ability to integrate 

various resources 

based on demand ; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

‧clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, clear-cut 

subject, distinct 

themes, ability to 

interpret the 

opinions effectively; 

‧ability to criticize 

different facts and 

statements, to 

provide practical 

and innovative 

comments with 

convincing 

demonstration; 

Some Evidence of  

‧rich content, 

ability to integrate 

various resources 

based on demand ; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

‧clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, clear-cut 

subject, distinct 

themes, ability to 

interpret the 

opinions effectively; 

‧ability to criticize 

different facts and 

statements, to 

provide practical 

and innovative 

comments with 

convincing 

demonstration; 

‧ability to respond 

to other statements 

Limited Evidence of  

‧rich content, 

ability to integrate 

various resources 

based on demand ; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

‧clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, clear-cut 

subject, distinct 

themes, ability to 

interpret the 

opinions effectively; 

‧ability to criticize 

different facts and 

statements, to 

provide practical 

and innovative 

comments with 

convincing 

demonstration; 

‧ability to respond 

to other statements 

Fail to meet 

minimum 

requirements: 

‧vague content, 

fail to integrate 

various resources 

based on demand ; 

‧poor organization, 

structure, 

composition; 

‧fail to show clear 

and integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, clear-cut 

subject, distinct 

themes, ability to 

interpret the 

opinions effectively; 

‧unable to criticize 

different facts and 

statements, to 

provide practical 

and innovative 

comments with 

convincing 

demonstration; 

‧unable to respond 

to other statements 



  

  

Course Syllabus 

Jun 2017 

 6 

 

rapidly and 

stimulate class 

discussion. 

‧ability to respond 

to other statements 

rapidly and 

stimulate class 

discussion. 

rapidly and 

stimulate class 

discussion. 

rapidly and 

stimulate class 

discussion. 

rapidly and 

stimulate class 

discussion. 

4. Group Project and 

Final Paper 
This assessment 

will grade on 

content, 

organization and 

fluency. Students 

should be able to 

utilize the 

materials for study 

tour and build up 

argument and 

analyse. 
 

Strong Evidence of 

‧rich content, 

ability to integrate 

various resources 

into primary and 

secondary levels 

based on demand ; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

‧clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, clear-cut 

subject, distinct 

themes, ability to 

interpret the 

opinions effectively; 

‧sufficient and 

organized references 

which can be 

utilized in 

accordance with the 

topic. 

‧exact and fluent 

expression, good 

sense of context, 

ability to use various 

writing skills to 

make the paper 

convincing with 

Competent Evidence 

of 

‧rich content, 

ability to integrate 

various resources 

into primary and 

secondary levels 

based on demand ; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

‧clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, clear-cut 

subject, distinct 

themes, ability to 

interpret the 

opinions effectively; 

‧sufficient and 

organized references 

which can be 

utilized in 

accordance with the 

topic. 

‧exact and fluent 

expression, good 

sense of context, 

ability to use various 

writing skills to 

make the paper 

Some Evidence of 

‧rich content, 

ability to integrate 

various resources 

into primary and 

secondary levels 

based on demand ; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

‧clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, clear-cut 

subject, distinct 

themes, ability to 

interpret the 

opinions effectively; 

‧sufficient and 

organized references 

which can be 

utilized in 

accordance with the 

topic. 

‧exact and fluent 

expression, good 

sense of context, 

ability to use various 

writing skills to 

make the paper 

convincing with 

Limited Evidence of 

‧rich content, 

ability to integrate 

various resources 

into primary and 

secondary levels 

based on demand ; 

‧rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

‧clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, clear-cut 

subject, distinct 

themes, ability to 

interpret the 

opinions effectively; 

‧sufficient and 

organized references 

which can be 

utilized in 

accordance with the 

topic. 

‧exact and fluent 

expression, good 

sense of context, 

ability to use various 

writing skills to 

make the paper 

convincing with 

Fail to meet 

minimum 

requirements: 

‧vague content, 

unable to integrate 

various resources 

into primary and 

secondary levels 

based on demand ; 

‧poor organization, 

structure, 

composition; 

‧fail to show clear 

and integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, clear-cut 

subject, distinct 

themes, ability to 

interpret the 

opinions effectively; 

‧insufficient and 

poor organized 

references 

‧fail to show exact 

and fluent 

expression, good 

sense of context,  

‧unable to use 

various writing 

skills to make the 

paper convincing 

with proper diction. 
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proper diction. convincing with 

proper diction. 

proper diction. proper diction. 

5. Course Learning 

Portfolios 

This assessment will 

grade on content, 

organization and 

fluency. Students 

should demonstrate 

the knowledge they 

learned throughout 

the course. 

Strong Evidence of  

‧original thinking; 

good organisation, 

capacity to analyse 

and synthesise; 

superior grasp of 

subject matter; 

evidence of 

extensive 

knowledge base. 

Competent Evidence 

of  

‧original thinking; 

good organisation, 

capacity to analyse 

and synthesise; 

superior grasp of 

subject matter; 

evidence of 

extensive 

knowledge base. 

Some Evidence of  

‧original thinking; 

good organisation, 

capacity to analyse 

and synthesise; 

superior grasp of 

subject matter; 

evidence of 

extensive 

knowledge base. 

Limited Evidence of  

‧original thinking; 

good organisation, 

capacity to analyse 

and synthesise; 

superior grasp of 

subject matter; 

evidence of 

extensive 

knowledge base. 

Fail to meet 

minimum 

requirements: 

‧fail to show 

original thinking;  

‧poor organisation,  

‧unable to analyse 

and synthesise; 

‧unable to grasp 

the subject matter;  

‧no evidence of 

extensive 

knowledge base. 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

 
Chan, Chinese Buddhism, Confucianism, Dhammapada, Dharma, Huineng, Indian Buddhism, Karma, 

Kung-an(koan), Mahayana Buddhism, Meditation, Philosophy, the Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch, 

Religion, Sakyamuni, Taoism, Temple, Western culture, Zen 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

1. 
Cheng, Chung-ying. "On zen(ch'an) language and zen paradoxes." Journal of Chinese 

Philosophy 1.1(1973), pp.77-102. 

2. 
Ferguson, Andrew. Zen's Chinese Heritage: The Masters and Their Teachings. Boston: 

Wisdom, 2011. 

3. Hershock, Peter D. Chan Buddhism. Honolulu: University of Hawaii Press, 2005. 

4. 
Hu, Shih. "Ch'an(Zen) Buddhism in China: its history and method." Philosophy East and West 

3.1(1953), pp.3-24. 

5. Suzuki, D. T. An Introduction to Zen Buddhism. London: Rider, 1969. 

6. 
Zhu, Caifang. "The hermeneutics of Chan Buddhism: reading koans from The Blue Cliff 

Record." Asian Philosophy 21.4(2011), pp.373-393. 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

1. 
Austin, James H. Zen and the Brain: Toward an Understanding of Meditation and 

Consciousness. Cambridge: MIT Press, 1998. 

2. 
Chen, Kenneth K. S. The Chinese Transformation of Buddhism. Princeton: Princeton 

University Press, 1973. 

3. 
Cleary, Thomas. No Barrier: Unlocking the Zen Koan: A New Translation of the Zen Classic 

Wumenguan. New York: Bantam Books, 1992. 

4. Gethin, Rupert. The Foundations of Buddhism. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1998. 

5. Porter, Bill. Zen Baggage: A Pilgrimage to China. Berkeley: Counterpoint, 2009. 

6. Suzuki, D. T. Essays in Zen Buddhism. London: Luzac, 1927-1934. 3 Vol. 

7. Suzuki, D. T. Zen and Japanese Culture. New York: MJF Books, 1959. 

8. 
Suzuki, D.T. Fromm, Erich and De Martino, Richard. Zen Buddhism & Psychoanalysis. 

London: Souvenir Press, 1960. 

9. 
Yampolsky, Philip B. The Platform Sutra of the Sixth Patriarch: the Text of the Tun-huang 

Manuscript. New York: Columbia University Press, 1967. 

10. 屈大成：《中國禪入門》香港：香港城市大學中國文化中心，2013。 
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A. Please specify the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning Outcomes (PILOs) that the course is 

aligned to and relate them to the CILOs stated in Part II, Section 2 of this form: 

 

GE PILO Please indicate which CILO(s) is/are related to this 

PILO, if any 

(can be more than one CILOs in each PILO) 

PILO 1: Demonstrate the capacity for self-directed 

learning 
CILOs 3,4,5 

PILO 2: Explain the basic methodologies and 

techniques of inquiry of the arts and 

humanities, social sciences, business, and 

science and technology 

CILOs 1,2,3,5,6 

PILO 3: Demonstrate critical thinking skills CILOs 2,3,5 

PILO 4: Interpret information and numerical data / 

PILO 5: Produce structured, well-organised and 

fluent text 
CILOs 1,4,5 

PILO 6: Demonstrate effective oral communication 

skills 
CILOs 1,3 

PILO 7: Demonstrate an ability to work effectively 

in a team 
CILOs 3,5,6 

PILO 8: Recognise important characteristics of 

their own culture(s) and at least one other 

culture, and their impact on global issues 
CILOs 2,3,4,5 

PILO 9: Value ethical and socially responsible 

actions 
CILO 4,5,6 

PILO 10: Demonstrate the attitude and/or ability to 

accomplish discovery and/or innovation  CILOs 5, 6 

GE course leaders should cover the mandatory PILOs for the GE area (Area 1: Arts and Humanities; Area 2: Study of 

Societies, Social and Business Organisations; Area 3: Science and Technology) for which they have classified their 

course; for quality assurance purposes, they are advised to carefully consider if it is beneficial to claim any coverage 

of additional PILOs. General advice would be to restrict PILOs to only the essential ones. (Please refer to the 

curricular mapping of GE programme: http://www.cityu.edu.hk/edge/ge/faculty/curricular_mapping.htm.)   

 

 

B. Please select an assessment task for collecting evidence of student achievement for quality assurance 

purposes. Please retain at least one sample of student achievement across a period of three years. 

 

Selected Assessment Task 

Course Learning Portfolios 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex 

(for GE courses only)  

http://www.cityu.edu.hk/edge/ge/faculty/curricular_mapping.htm

