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City University of Hong Kong 

Course Syllabus 

 

offered by Department of Chinese and History 

with effect from Semester A in 2017 / 18 

 

 

 
Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: 

 

 

Arts and Aesthetic Criticism 

Course Code: 

 

 

CAH2505 

Course Duration: 

 

 

1 Semester 

Credit Units: 

 

 

3 

Level: 

 

 

B2 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 

 

English  

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

CTL2505 Arts and Aesthetic Criticism  

CTL3505 Arts and Aesthetic Criticism 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

 

Nil 
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Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  
 (A 150-word description about the course) 

 
This course aims to provide a grounding in different ways of appreciating and understanding cultural 

artworks and heritage artifacts. Basic aesthetic and theoretical concepts like the nature of art, imitation, 

representation, expression, form, beauty, etc. will be introduced and discussed to enable students to 

understand, interpret and appreciate the aesthetic properties of cultural artworks and heritage artifacts, 

which allows students to develop their cultural and aesthetic awareness. 
 

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs

#
 Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Explain the concepts of art and aesthetic criticism ---  √  

2. Analyze the importance of aesthetic criticisms for 

understanding and appreciation of cultural artworks and 

heritage artifacts 

---  √  

3. Demonstrate their appreciation of the aesthetic values of 

cultural artworks and heritage artifacts 

--- √   

4. Apply the aesthetic theories learned in the course to their 

analysis of different cultural artworks and heritage artifacts. 

---   √ 

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    
#
 Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 

(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 
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3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 

applicable)  1 2 3 4   

Readings Book chapters and articles related 

to the topics 

√ √ √    --- 

Lectures and 

teacher 

facilitated 

analysis and 

discussion 

 

Theories and concepts of arts and 

aesthetic criticism, synthesis of 

readings, case studies 

√ √ √ √   --- 

Guided field 

trips 

 

Guided visits to museums or art 

markets; report on these visits 

√ √ √ √   --- 

 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4   

Continuous Assessment: 100% 

Essay: 

about 2500-3000 words, on any 

topic(s) introduced in the 

course; students need to show 

their grasp of the topic(s) they 

have chosen and their ability to 

appreciate the cultural artworks 

and heritage artifacts of their 

own choice. 

√ √ √ √   40%  

Group presentation: 

students are required to give a 

small-group presentation in 

which they explain and discuss 

any concept(s) introduced in the 

course and apply the chosen 

concept(s) to other cultural 

artworks and heritage artifacts. 

√ √ √ √   40%  

Classroom participation, 

attendance, attitude 

√ √ √ √   10%  

In Class Final Quiz √  √ √   10%  

Examination: 0%  
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  
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5. Assessment Rubrics   

(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 
 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair  

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1. Essay about 2500-3000 

words, on any 

topic(s) 

introduced in the 

course; students 

need to show 

their grasp of the 

topic(s) they have 

chosen and their 

ability to 

appreciate the 

cultural artworks 

and heritage 

artifacts of their 

own choice. 

1. Excellent 

command of 

knowledge of various 

ways to understand 

and appreciate 

various cultural 

artworks and heritage 

artifacts. 

 

2. Excellent capacity 

to critically analyse 

the aesthetic values of 

various cultural 

artworks and heritage 

artifacts. 

 

3. Excellent linguistic 

competence to 

present the aesthetic 

features of various 

cultural artworks and 

heritage artifacts. 

 

1. Good grasp of the 

important features of 

aesthetic criticisms. 

 

2. Some evidence of 

critical ability in 

analysing and 

appreciating cultural 

artworks and heritage 

artifacts. 

 

3. Good linguistic 

competence to 

present the aesthetic 

features of various 

cultural artworks and 

heritage artifacts. 

 

4. Good presentation 

skills to demonstrate 

an understanding and 

an application of the 

concepts covered in 

1. Adequate 

command of basic 

concepts of aesthetic 

criticisms. 

 

2. A certain degree of 

understanding of 

cultural artworks and 

heritage artifacts. 

 

3. Fair linguistic 

competence to 

present the aesthetic 

values of various 

cultural artworks and 

heritage artifacts. 

 

4. Acceptable 

presentation skills to 

demonstrate an 

understanding and an 

application of 

concepts covered in 

1. Familiarity with 

the basic concepts of 

aesthetic criticisms 

covered in the course. 

 

2. Marginal command 

of course materials, 

with the ability to 

describe some 

concepts of aesthetic 

criticisms. 

 

3. Marginal ability 

and skills to analyze 

the aesthetic values of 

various cultural 

artworks and heritage 

artifacts. 

 

4. Marginal 

presentation skills to 

demonstrate an 

understanding and an 

1. Little evidence of 

familiarity with the 

subject matter 

covered in the course. 

 

2. Weakness in 

critical and analytic 

skills. 

 

3. Weakness in 

demonstrating an 

understanding or an 

appreciation of the 

aesthetic values of 

cultural artworks and 

heritage artifacts. 

 

4. Weakness in 

presentation skills. 
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4. Excellent 

presentation skills to 

demonstrate an 

understanding and an 

application of the 

concepts covered in 

the course. 

the course. the course. application of the 

concepts covered in 

the course. 

2. Group 

Presentation 

Students are 

required to give a 

small-group 

presentation in 

which they 

explain and 

discuss any 

concept(s) 

introduced in the 

course and apply 

the chosen 

concept(s) to 

other cultural 

artworks and 

heritage artifacts. 

1. Excellent 

command of 

knowledge of various 

ways to understand 

and appreciate 

various cultural 

artworks and heritage 

artifacts. 

 

2. Excellent capacity 

to critically analyse 

the aesthetic values of 

various cultural 

artworks and heritage 

artifacts. 

 

3. Excellent linguistic 

competence to 

present the aesthetic 

features of various 

1. Good grasp of the 

important features of 

aesthetic criticisms. 

 

2. Some evidence of 

critical ability in 

analysing and 

appreciating cultural 

artworks and heritage 

artifacts. 

 

3. Good linguistic 

competence to 

present the aesthetic 

features of various 

cultural artworks and 

heritage artifacts. 

 

4. Good presentation 

skills to demonstrate 

1. Adequate 

command of basic 

concepts of aesthetic 

criticisms. 

 

2. A certain degree of 

understanding of 

cultural artworks and 

heritage artifacts. 

 

3. Fair linguistic 

competence to 

present the aesthetic 

values of various 

cultural artworks and 

heritage artifacts. 

 

4. Acceptable 

presentation skills to 

demonstrate an 

1. Familiarity with 

the basic concepts of 

aesthetic criticisms 

covered in the course. 

 

2. Marginal command 

of course materials, 

with the ability to 

describe some 

concepts of aesthetic 

criticisms. 

 

3. Marginal ability 

and skills to analyze 

the aesthetic values of 

various cultural 

artworks and heritage 

artifacts. 

 

4. Marginal 

1. Very limited 

familiarity with the 

basic concepts of 

aesthetic criticism 

covered in the course. 

 

2. Little to no 

command of course 

materials, lacking the 

ability to describe 

some concepts of 

aesthetic criticisms. 

 

3. Unable to analyse 

the aesthetic features 

of various cultural 

artworks and heritage 

artifacts. 

 

4. Ineffective and 
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cultural artworks and 

heritage artifacts. 

 

4. Excellent 

presentation skills to 

demonstrate an 

understanding and an 

application of the 

concepts covered in 

the course. 

an understanding and 

an application of the 

concepts covered in 

the course. 

understanding and an 

application of 

concepts covered in 

the course. 

presentation skills to 

demonstrate an 

understanding and an 

application of the 

concepts covered in 

the course. 

incompetent 

communication skills. 

3. In Class Final 

Quiz 

It will grade on 

how student 

respond to the 

questions, 

content and 

fluency. Students 

should 

demonstrate the 

ability to describe 

the significant art 

works 

disseminate 

political 

messages in their 

historical 

contexts. 

Strong evidence of  

 

1. Excellent grasp 

of the material with 

in-depth of 

extensive 

knowledge of the 

subject matter; 

 

2. Excellent 

understanding of 

issues in art and 

politics. 

 

3. Excellent 

explanation the 

different media and 

techniques of 

message 

dissemination in the 

art world. 

Some evidence of  

 

1. Good grasp of 

the material with 

in-depth of 

extensive 

knowledge of the 

subject matter; 

 

2. Good 

understanding of 

issues in art and 

politics. 

 

3. Good 

explanation the 

different media and 

techniques of 

message 

dissemination in the 

art world. 

 

Limited evidence of 

 

1. Adequate grasp 

of the material with 

in-depth of 

extensive knowledge 

of the subject 

matter; 

 

2. Adequate 

understanding of 

issues in art and 

politics. 

 

3. Adequate 

explanation the 

different media and 

techniques of 

message 

dissemination in the 

art world. 

 

1. Familiarity with 

the subject matter;  

 

2. Marginal grasp 

of the material with 

in-depth of 

extensive 

knowledge of the 

subject matter; 

 

3. Marginal 

understanding of 

issues in art and 

politics. 

 

4. Marginal 

explanation the 

different media and 

techniques of 

message 

dissemination in the 

art world. 

 

1. Vague and 

devoid of content, 

weak ability to 

integrate limited 

resources; 

 

2. Loose 

organization, 

without distinct 

primary and 

secondary levels; 

 

3. Unsystematic 

ideas which cannot 

express the subject 

matter of relevant 

themes; 
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4. Classroom 

participation, 

attendance, 

attitude 

This part will 

grade on 

attendance rate 

and performance 

in learning 

activities. 

Students require 

attending 

lectures, tutorials. 

They have to 

respond to 

questions and 

finish five minute 

summaries in 

lectures. They 

also require to 

actively 

participate in 

discussions and 

express their 

ideas in tutorials. 

Students have to 

show their 

pre-class 

preparation. 

1. Excellent 

in-class 

participation, 

positive listening, 

ability to simulate 

class discussion and 

comment on other 

points. 

 

2. Excellent 

pre-class preparation 

and familiarity with 

peer reports and 

other materials. 

1. Good in-class 

participation, 

positive listening, 

ability to initiate 

class discussion and 

comment on other 

points.  

2. Good pre-class 

preparation and 

familiarity with 

peer reports and 

other materials. 

1. Adequate 

in-class participation, 

listening 

comprehension, 

ability to participate 

class discussion and 

comment on other 

points.  

2. Adequate 

pre-class preparation 

and familiarity with 

peer reports and 

other materials. 

Marginally satisfies 

the basic 

requirements of the 

participation. 

Fail to meet 

minimum 

requirements of 

participation 
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Form 2B 

Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

 

Topics may include but are not restricted to the following: 

 

Art, aesthetic criticism, imitation, representation, expression, form, beauty, textures and patterns, lines 

and shapes, visual effects, emphasis and proportion, balance and principle of unity. 

 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

1. Berger, John. Ways of Seeing (Harmondsworth: Penguin, 1972) 

2. Ballantyne, Andrew. Architecture: a very short introduction (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 

2002) 

3.  Collingwood, R. G. The Principles of Art (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1958) 

4. Cooper, David E. Aesthetics: The Classic Readings (Oxford: Blackwell Publishers, 1997)  

5. Feagin, Susan, & Maynard, Patrick (ed). Aesthetics (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1997) 

6. Gombrich, E. H. The Story of Art (London: Phaidon Press Limited, 1995) 

7. Jin Yong, Arts in China (Beijing: China Intercontinental Press, 2007) 

8. Lynton, Norbert The Story of Modern Art (London: Phaidon Press Limited, 1989) 

9. Lou Qingxi, Traditional Architectural Culture of China, trans. Su Guang (Beijing: China Travel 

& Tourism Press, 2008) 

10. Ratner, Leonard G. Music, the listener’s art, 3
rd

 ed. (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Co. 1977) 

11. Sheppard, Anne. Aesthetics: An Introduction to the Philosophy of Art (Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1987) 

12. 李書源, 圖說中國文化 – 建築工程卷 (長春: 吉林人民出版社, 2007) 

13. 陳靜、燕泥, 圖說中國文化 – 藝術卷 (長春: 吉林人民出版社, 2007) 

14. 任道斌, 中國繪畫 (香港: 三聯, 2004) 

15. 劉昌元, 西方美學導論 (台北: 聯經, 1999) 

16. 侯幼彬, 中國建築美學 (哈爾濱: 黑龍江科學技術出版社, 1997) 

17. 樓慶西, 中國傳统建築文化 (北京: 中國旅游出版社, 2008) 

 

Online Resources 

 

1. Aesthetics (The Internet Encyclopaedia of Philosophy) 

http://www.iep.utm.edu/a/aestheti.htm 

2. Olga’s Gallery 

http://www.abcgallery.com/ 

3. Clive Bell’s Significant Form Theory of Art 

http://www.stuckismwales.co.uk/theory/tblast/significant.php 

4. Robin George Collingwood (Stanford Encyclopaedia of Philosophy) 

http://plato.stanford.edu/entries/collingwood/ 

 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

  N/A 

  


