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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title:               

 

 

Environment and Society in Asia    

Course Code: 

 

 

AIS 3034 

Course Duration: One semester 

Credit Units: 

 

 

3 

Level: 

 

 

B3 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 

 

English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) AIS4024 Environment and Society in Asia 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Nil 
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Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  

 

Typhoon Hato claimed at least 10 lives in Macau and rendered the city paralyzed in the summer 

of 2017. What made a typhoon so disastrous to the city? Environmental issues are as much social and 

political as they are material and ecological. This course presents a multi-disciplinary perspective on 

human-environment relations, with a special focus on the urban settings. While we draw on insights 

and theories developed in history, anthropology, sociology, geography and other social sciences, we 

approach the human-environment issues primarily through case studies in different parts of Asia at 

different times, with references to other parts of the world. Scientific facts, as narrowly defined, will 

not be the focus of discussion in the course. Instead, we seek to understand how power structure along 

the lines of class, gender and race/ethnicity, cultural values and sociality shape the way in which we 

perceive, understand, and act on environmental issue, and the consequences of such perception, 

understanding and action on human society. 

 

 We begin with an introduction to the general framework in which we analyze and interpret the 

human-environment relationship. In Section II, we discuss three issues that are closely related to social 

theories and practices: the environment becoming the object of knowledge and governing strategies 

(planning), housing (labor and capitalism) and public spaces (public sphere and civil society). In 

Section III, we explore how certain artefacts have been perceived and acted upon as “nature,” 

“resources,” and/or “commodities” that are essential in everyday life and politics. In the last Section, 

we examine the politics in actions that are intended to protect and preserve the environment. In doing 

so, students will become exposed to different approaches to human-environment relations and be able 

to use some analytical concepts to understand some environmental phenomena in their lives. 

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 

No. CILOs# Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. Become familiar with concepts and debates in the 

humanities and social sciences on the human-

environment relations; 

30% √ 
 

√ 
 

 

2. Be exposed to critical, qualitative analyses regarding 

the built environment using concepts such as space, 

power, class, race and gender; 

20% √ 
 

√ 
 

 

3. Develop comparative skills regarding both analytical 

approaches and special environment issues in and 

beyond Asia; 

20% √ 
 

√ 
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4. Grasp basic qualitative research methods; 15%  √ 
 

 

5. Apply the above-mentioned critical perspectives and 

methods to specific case studies. 

15% √ 
 

√ 
 

√ 
 

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together 
with teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing 
creative works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 

 

 
3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week 

(if applicable)  1 2 3 4 5 6 

Lectures Introduce and explain 

concepts, theories, histories, 

and debates through use of 

diverse pedagogical strategies 

√ √ √ √    

Tutorials Provide students with 

opportunities to synthesize 

readings, raise questions and 

debate in a critical yet 

respectful manner 

√ √ √ √ √   

Readings Expose students to various 

approaches to specific 

environmental issues 

√ √ √ √    

Term paper  An exercise for students to 

summarize, analyse and 

evaluate arguments 

√ √ √     

Group 

projects 

An exercise for students to 

develop skills to do qualitative 

case studies in teamwork; 

√ √ √ √ √   

Final exam An exercise for students to 

synthesize and reflect upon 

ideas learned in the course 

√ √ √     

 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 



  

4 

 

Course Syllabus 

December 2017 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 6 

Continuous Assessment: ____% 

Class and tutorial 

participation 

√ √ √ √ √  25%  

Term paper  √ √ √    25%  

Group case studies and 

presentations 

√ √ √ √ √  25%  

Final exam √ √ √    25%  

Examination: ____% (duration:         , if applicable) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  
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5. Assessment Rubrics   
(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 

 

 

 

Assessment 

Task 

Criterion  Excellent 

(A+, A, A-) 

Good  

(B+, B, B-) 

Fair 

(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 

(D) 

Failure 

(F) 

1. Class and 

tutorial 

participation 

Demonstrate 

preparedness for 

class, articulate 

ideas and engage in 

discussion. 

Good participation 

record, adequate 

familiarity with 

readings, excellent 

capacity to articulate 

ideas and debate. 

Records of absence, 

good familiarity 

with readings, good 

capacity to articulate 

ideas and debate. 

Records of absence, 

some familiarity 

with readings, 

adequate capacity to 

articulate ideas and 

debate 

Records of substantial 

absence, limited 

familiarity with 

readings, limited 

capacity to articulate 

ideas and debate 

Records of 

substantial absence, 

little or no 

familiarity with 

readings, little or no 

capacity to 

articulate ideas and 

debate 

2. Term paper Summarize, 

analyse and 

evaluate 

arguments  

Excellent capacity to 

summarize, analyse 

and evaluate 

arguments in 

assigned works 

Good capacity to 

summarize, 

analyse and 

evaluate 

arguments in 

assigned works 

Adequate capacity 

to summarize, 

analyse and 

evaluate 

arguments in 

assigned works 

Limited capacity to 

summarize, analyse 

and evaluate 

arguments in 

assigned works 

Fail to summarize, 

analyse and 

evaluate 

arguments in 

assigned works 

3. Group 

projects 
Conduct, 

qualitative case 

studies and 

articulate findings 

in teamwork 

Excellent capacity to 

use concepts, theories 

and approaches to 

analyse specific cases 

and articulate 

arguments in a logical 

manner with empirical 

data. 

Good capacity to 

use concepts, 

theories and 

approaches to 

analyse specific 

cases and articulate 

arguments in a 

logical manner with 

empirical data. 

Adequate capacity 

to use concepts, 

theories and 

approaches to 

analyse specific 

cases and articulate 

arguments in a 

logical manner with 

empirical data. 

Limited capacity to 

use concepts, theories 

and approaches to 

analyse specific cases 

and articulate 

arguments in a logical 

manner with 

empirical data. 

Fail to use concepts, 

theories and 

approaches to 

analyse specific 

cases and articulate 

arguments in a 

logical manner with 

empirical data. 

4. Final exam Synthesize and 

reflect upon ideas 

learned in the 

course 

Excellent capacity to 

synthesize and reflect 

upon ideas discussed 

in readings and in 

class discussion.  

Good capacity to 

synthesize and 

reflect upon ideas 

discussed in 

readings and in 

class discussion. 

Adequate capacity 

to synthesize and 

reflect upon ideas 

discussed in 

readings and in 

class discussion. 

Limited capacity to 

synthesize and 

reflect upon ideas 

discussed in 

readings and in 

class discussion. 

Fail to synthesize 

and reflect upon 

ideas discussed in 

readings and in 

class discussion. 

 



  

  

6 

 
Course Syllabus 

December 2017 

Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

 

Human, culture and environment; environment, planning and the environment; housing and 

neighbourhood; sidewalk and public spaces; water; toilets and sewers; roads; park and green space; 

politics of conservation; consumerism and environmental protection.  

 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

1. Bohannan, Laura. 1966. "Shakespeare in the Bush."  Natural History Aug/Sept:28-33 

2. Anantharaman, Manisha. 2016. "Elite and ethical: The defensive distinctions of middle-

class bicycling in Bangalore, India."  Journal of Consumer Culture 17 (3):864-886 

3.  Rademacher, Anne. 2009. "When Is Housing an Environmental Problem? Reforming 

Informality in Kathmandu."  Current Anthropology 50 (4):513-533. 
4. Anjaria, Jonathan Shapiro. 2016. “Occupied Streets,” in his The slow boil: Street food, 

rights and public space in Mumbai. Stanford, California: Stanford University Press 

5. Gandy, Matthew. 2008. "Landscapes of disaster: Water, Modernity, and Urban 

Fragmentation in Mumbai."  Environment & Planning A 40 (1):108-130 

6. Desai, Renu, Colin McFarlane, and Stephen Graham. 2015. "The Politics of Open 

Defecation: Informality, Body, and Infrastructure in Mumbai."  Antipode 47 (1):98-120 

7. Murton, Galen. 2017. "Bordering Spaces, Practising Borders: Fences, Roads and 

Reorientations across a Nepal–China Borderland."  South Asia: Journal of South Asian 

Studies 40 (2):239-255. 
8. Tang, Wing-Shing, Joanna Wai Ying Lee, and Mee Kam Ng. 2012. "Public Engagement 

as a Tool of Hegemony: The Case of Designing the New Central Harbourfront in Hong 

Kong."  Critical Sociology 38 (1):89-106 

9. Lu, Tracey L. D. 2016. "Empowerment, transformation and the construction of ‘urban 

heritage’ in post-colonial Hong Kong."  International Journal of Heritage Studies 22 

(4):325-335 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

1. Ingold, Tim. 2000. “Culture, nature, environment: Steps to an econology of life,” in his The 

Perception of the Environment: Essays on Livelihood, Dwelling and Skill, pp. 13-26. London; 

New York: Routledge. 

2. King, Leslie, and Deborah McCarthy Auriffeille, eds. 2009. “Introduction,” in Environmental 

sociology: From analysis to action. Lanham: Rowman & Littlefield. 

3. Scott, James C. 1998. Seeing like a State: How Certain Schemes to Improve the Human 

Condition Have Failed. New Haven, CT; London: Yale University Press.  

4. Machado-Borges, Thaïs. 2017. "Out of Sight, Out of Mind? Middle-Class Households, Waste, 

Consumption, and Environmental Awareness in Southeastern Brazil."  The Journal of Latin 

American and Caribbean Anthropology 22 (2):298-319. 

5. Wu, Ka-ming. 2017. "Farming Against Real Estate Dominance: The Ma Shi Po Community 
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Farm in Hong Kong." In Green Asia: Ecocultures, Sustainable Lifestyles and Ethical 

Consumption, edited by Tania Lewis, xiv, 190 pages. London; New York: Routledge. 

6. Žižek, Slavoj. 2014. “Fat-free chocolate and absolutely no smoking: why our guilt about 

consumption is all-consuming,” The Guardian, May 21. 

7. Engels, Friedrich. 2011 (1845). "The Great Towns (from The Condition of the Working Class 

in England in 1844)." In The City Reader, edited by Richard T. LeGates and Frederic Stout, 

46-54. Abingdon, Oxon; New York, NY: Routledge.  

8. Tedong, Peter Aning, Jill L. Grant, and Wan Nor Azriyati Wan Abd Aziz. 2015. "Governing 

Enclosure: The Role of Governance in Producing Gated Communities and Guarded 

Neighborhoods in Malaysia."  International Journal of Urban and Regional Research 39 

(1):112-128. 

9. Geertman, Stephanie, Danielle Labbé, Julie-Anne Boudreau, and Olivier Jacques. 2016. 

"Youth-driven tactics of public space appropriation in Hanoi: The case of skateboarding and 

parkour."  Pacific Affairs 89 (3):591-611. 

10. Kim, Annette Miae. 2015. “Dreawing New Lines on the Pavement,” in her Sidewalk city: 

Remapping public space in Ho Chi Minh City, pp. 150-183. Chicago; London: The University 

of Chicago Press.  

11. Hanser, Amy. 2016. "Street Politics: Street Vendors and Urban Governance in China."  The 

China Quarterly 226:363-382.  

12. Kooy, Michelle, and Karen Bakker. 2008. "Splintered networks: The colonial and 

contemporary waters of Jakarta."  Geoforum 39 (6):1843-1858.  

13. Poon, Shuk-Wah. 2013. "Cholera, Public Health, and the Politics of Water in Republican 

Guangzhou."  Modern Asian Studies 47 (02):436-466. 

14. Ekers, Michael, and Alex Loftus. 2008. "The Power of Water: Developing Dialogues between 

Foucault and Gramsci."  Environment and Planning D: Society and Space 26 (4):698-718. 

15. Mann, Michael. 2007. "Delhi's Belly: On the Management of Water, Sewage and Excreta in a 

Changing Urban Environment during the Nineteenth Century."  Studies in History 23 (1):1-

31. 

16. Szczygiel, Marta. 2016. "From Night Soil to Washlet: The Material Culture of Japanese 

Toilets."  ejcjs 16 (3):http://www.japanesestudies.org.uk/ejcjs/vol16/iss3/szczygiel.html, 

access December 5, 2017. 

17. Joniak-Lüthi, Agnieszka. 2016. "Roads in China's Borderlands: Interfaces of Spatial 

Representations, Perceptions, Practices, and Knowledges." Modern Asian Studies 50(01):118-

40. 

18. Xue, Charlie Q L, Luming Ma, and Ka Chuen Hui. 2012. "Indoor ‘Public’ Space: A study of 

atria in mass transit railway (MTR) complexes of Hong Kong."  URBAN DESIGN 

International 17 (2):87-105. 

19. Zhang, Jun. 2016. "Taxis, Traffic, and Thoroughfares: The Politics of Transportation 

Infrastructure in China's Rapid Urbanization in the Reform Era."  City & Society 28 (3):411-

436. 

http://www.japanesestudies.org.uk/ejcjs/vol16/iss3/szczygiel.html
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20. Shi, Mingzheng. 1998. "From Imperial Gardens to Public Parks: The Transformation of 

Urban Space in Early Twentieth-Century Beijing."  Modern China 24 (3):219-254. 

21. Sevilla-Buitrago, Alvaro. 2017. "Gramsci and Foucault in Central Park: Environmental 

hegemonies, pedagogical spaces and integral state formations."  Environment and Planning 

D: Society and Space 35 (1):165-183. 

22. Patrick, Darren J. 2014. "The matter of displacement: a queer urban ecology of New York 

City's High Line."  Social & Cultural Geography 15 (8):920-941. 

23. Harvey, David C. 2015. "Heritage and scale: settings, boundaries and relations."  

International Journal of Heritage Studies 21 (6):577-593. 

24. D'Eramo, Marco. 2014. "Unescocide."  New Left Review (88):47-53. 

25. Cheung, Sidney C. H. 2003. "Remembering through Space: the politics of heritage in Hong 

Kong."  International Journal of Heritage Studies 9 (1):7-26. 

 

 


