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Part I 

 

Course Title: Introduction to East and Southeast Asia 

 

Course Code: AIS2021 

 

Course Duration: One Semester 

 

No. of Credit Units: 3 

 

Level: B2 

 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title): Nil 

 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title): Nil 

 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title): Nil 

 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title): Nil 

 

 

Part II  

 

1. Course Aims: 

 

This course aims to provide students with experience in analyzing social 

change and development in societies in East and Southeast Asia, and to 

learn theoretical models to begin to grasp and analyze these changes.  The 

course aims to prepare students for more in-depth analysis and 

investigations which they will learn and practice in Year 2. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

     

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 
No. CILOs Weighting (if applicable) 

1. Analyze social and political issues that are 

relevant to the development of Hong Kong, as 

well as other societies in East and Southeast 

Asia; 
 

30% 

2. Explain some major similarities and differences 

in the development issues faced by different 

societies in East and Southeast Asia  

 

30% 

3. Outline basic factors which affect the distribution 

and prosperity of populations in East and  

Southeast Asia  

 

20% 

4. Relate demographic differences among societies 

in East and Southeast Asia to economic and 

political characteristics of those societies  

 

20% 

 

3. Teaching and learning Activities (TLAs) 
(designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs) 

Indicative of likely activities and tasks students will undertake to learn in this course.  Final 

details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course. 
ILO No TLAs Hours/week 

(if applicable) 

CILO 1 Lectures (concepts, paradigms, and issues explained by 

the lecturer, questions and answers; small-group 

discussions, exercises); Small-group discussions 

(questions on particular issues); Discussions Forum (in 

Blackboard) to discuss and analyze issues. Film 

assignment (films on conditions in other societies) 

 

CILO 2 Lectures (using examples to show how similarities and 

differences can be explained); Small-group discussions 

and report-back; Quizes (with study questions to assist 

in reflection and learning); Term paper (using a selected 

issue or comparison to practise and improve analytical 

ability). 

 

CILO 3 Lectures; Term paper writing (some students will 

analyse these factors according to their interests); 

Quizes (students answer questions using concepts and 

paradigms, with study questions to guide reflection and 

review).  Film assignment (films on other societies).  

 

CILO 4  Lectures (using examples to show how similarities and 

differences can be explained); Quizes (with study 

questions to assist in reflection and learning); Term 

papers (some students will do term papers on these 

topics); Film assignments.  

 

          
 



  

     

4. Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs) 

 

Indicative of likely activities and tasks students will undertake to learn in this course.  Final 

details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course. 
 

          
ILO                                     Type of assessment tasks/activities 

Small-group 

discussions 

and 

presentations 

Film 

Assignments 

 

Term Paper  Quizes 

1 10% 10% - 10% 

2 5%  10% 10% 

3 5% 10% 10%  5% 

4 -  10%  5% 

Total  20%  20%   30%   30% 

 

5. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations 

 

A-/A/A+ Very good to outstanding demonstrations, in term papers, quizzes, and 

presentations, of ability to analyze issues covered in the courses using 

those concepts and paradigms; outstanding ability to give insightful 

sociological accounts of issues discussed; excellent use of sources of 

information; and effective use of format and structure in presentation of 

results and analysis.  A- is not necessarily outstanding in all types of 

outputs, but shows sufficiently outstanding work in most if not all types 

of work in the course to reach the ‘A’ level.   

B-/B/B+ Good to very good demonstrations, in term papers, quizzes, and 

presentations, of ability to analyze issues covered in the courses using 

those concepts and paradigms; good to very good ability to give 

insightful sociological accounts of issues discussed; good use of sources 

of information; and effective use of format and structure in presentation 

of results and analysis. 

C-/C/C+ 

 

Marginally adequate or flawed demonstration, in term papers, quizzes, 

and presentations, of ability to analyze issues covered in the courses 

using those concepts and paradigms; marginally adequate or substantially 

flawed ability to give sociological accounts of issues discussed; mostly 

adequate use of sources of information; and basic ability to use format 

and structure in presentation of results and analysis.  But overall, flaws 

and shortcomings are notable, and considerable improvement is 

desirable.  

D Below an adequate level of demonstration of mastery of concepts, 

paradigms, analysis, and presentation of results, although basic ability in 

some of the course actitivies and some of the concepts and paradigms is 

evident.  Many or major shortcomings are notable, and major 

improvements in performance are necessary for successful graduation.  

F  Failure to demonstrate minimal level of ability in using concepts and 

paradigms, getting and presenting relevant information, and producing 

outputs which demonstrate minimal competence.   

 



  

     

Part III   

 

Keyword Syllabus: 

East Asia, Southeast Asia, development, social change, nation-state, populations,  

demography, ethnicity, state formation, geographical factors in relations between 

states. 

 

Recommended Reading: 

Texts:  

Evans, Grant (ed.) 1993.  Asia’s Cultural Mosaic: An Anthropological 

Introduction. N.Y.: Prentice-Hall.  

 

Mackerras, Colin (ed.). 2000. Eastern Asia: An Introductory History. (3
rd

  

edition)  French Forest, N.S.W.. Australia: Longmans.  

 

 

Other readings (selected chapters; journal articles are not listed): 

 

 Agarwal, Bina. 1988. Structures of Patriarchy: State, Community, and 

Household in Modernizing Asia.  London: Zed Books. 

 

Diamond, Jared. 1999. Guns, Germs, and Steel: The Fates of Human Societies. 

N.Y.:  W.W. Norton.  

 

 Hill, R.D. 2002, Southeast Asia : People, Lands and Economy, North Sydney,  

 Australia: Allen & Unwin.  

 

 So, Alvin Y., and Chiu, Stephen W.K. 1995. East Asia and the World  

 Economy.  London: Sage.  

 

Online Resources: 

 

  Blackboard is used for the provision of readings (as pdf or html or Word files), 

 for Discussions Forums, and to provide links to external web-based material.   

 
 

Form 3A 


