
 

City University of Hong Kong 

 

Information on a Course 
offered by Department of Public Policy 

with effect from Semester A in 2014/15 

 

 

Part I 

 

Course Title  : Introduction to Environmental Policy and Governance 

 

Course Code  : POL3238 

 

Course Duration : One Semester 

 

Credit Units  : 3 

 

Level   : B3 

 

Medium of Instruction: English 

 

Prerequisites : (Course Code and Title): Nil 

 

Precursors : (Course Code and Title): Nil 

 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title):  

SA3238 Introduction to Environmental Policy and Governance 

 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title): Nil 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Part II 

 

1.  Course Aims 

 

The course aims to nurture critical thinking of environmental policy and governance 

among students. It introduces the rationale and contexts of environmental 

decision-making. More importantly, it highlights both aspects, scientific and political, 

of understanding environmental harm, evaluating costs of intervention or non-action, 

and creating/formulating environmental policies. By studying the politics, economics, 

and management of environmental policy and governance, the students will gain 

insights and hands on experiences in analyzing real life environmental challenges and 

human responses. By taking the course, the students are prepared to engage in 

debating contemporary environmental issues from a more informed, analytical 

perspective.  

 

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

No. CILOs 
Weighting (if 

applicable) 

1. 
Describing the major actors, and their incentives and behaviors in 

the arena of environmental policy and governance 
25% 

2. 
Analyzing and evaluating environmental issues from both a 

political and scientific perspective 
30% 

3. 

Targeting a specific issue in environmental policy and governance 

and creating an issue paper by adopting normative, economic, and 

institutional analysis 

45% 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs. Final 

details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course) 
 

CILO 

No. 
TLAs 

Hours/week 

(if applicable) 

CILO 1-3 

Lectures: These are organized thematically to enable students 

to 

 Appreciate the background and the issues involved  

 Develop awareness of major energy and environmental 

challenges and their impact on the future of human being 

 Understand environmental policy and governance issues 

from different sources and perspectives 

 Analyze the rationale, commitment, capacity, and 

empowerment in environmental policy and governance 

2-3 

CILO 1-3 

Class discussion and debate: An opportunity for students to 

clarify and evaluate key concepts and arguments through 

exchange and interaction with others; an exercise for students 

to listen to and appreciate alternative views and arguments. 

0.5-1 

CILO 1-3 

Tutorials: These cover a range of activities, including role 

play, debates, presentations, and open discussions to facilitate 

students to 

 Relate abstract theories and concepts to analyze and 

assess real-life environmental policies 

 Engage in critical evaluation of various policy options 

and instrument choices to sharpen their critical thinking 

and problem-solving skills 

 Develop the sensitivity to contextual factors and the 

respect for diverse perspectives in approaching a same 

environmental policy issue 

1 

CILO 1-2 

Film screening and the use of multi-media aids (films, music, 

documentaries, images, online resources, etc.): Documentary 

films illustrating the need for harmony between human and 

nature, partnerships among environmental actors to move 

forward on environmental agenda, and diversity in challenges 

faced and approaches taken 

0.5 

CILO 1-2 

Individual essays (response papers): Reading notes and 

reflection on the cultural, scientific, economic, and political 

aspects of environmental policy and governance. 

N.A. 

CILO 1-3 

Environmental governance issue paper: Create an issue 

paper, integrating and applying political, economic, and 

institutional analysis to a specific environmental issue 

N.A. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

4. Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs. Final 

details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course) 
 

CILO 

No. 

Discussion 

/ Debate 

Presentation Reading 

notes / 

reflection 

Environmental 

governance 

issue paper 

In class 

exam 

Total 

CILO 

1 

 10%  5% 10% 25% 

CILO 

2 

 10%  10% 10% 30% 

CILO 

3 

5% 10% 10% 10% 10% 45% 

Total 5% 30% 10% 25% 30% 100% 

 

 

 

 

5. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations. 
 

Letter Grade Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 

A 

A- 

Good grasp of knowledge of the scientific, economic and political aspects 

of environmental policy and governance. Solid understanding of the 

analytical techniques such as cost-benefit analysis. Apply well the 

knowledge to analyze a self-selected environmental problem and develop 

an environmental governance issue paper. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

Fair grasp of knowledge of the scientific, economic and political aspects 

of environmental policy and governance. Fair understanding of the 

analytical techniques such as cost-benefit analysis. Apply fairly well the 

knowledge to analyze a self-selected environmental problem and develop 

an environmental governance issue paper. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

Some grasp of knowledge of the scientific, economic and political aspects 

of environmental policy and governance. Some understanding of the 

analytical techniques such as cost-benefit analysis. Application of the 

knowledge to a self-selected environmental problem is limited. 

D Obviously limited knowledge of the scientific, economic and political 

aspects of environmental policy and governance. Limited understanding 

of the analytical techniques such as cost-benefit analysis. Hardly can 

apply the knowledge to analyze a self-selected environmental problem. 

F Sparse knowledge of the scientific, economic and political aspects of 

environmental policy and governance. Sparse understanding of the 

analytical techniques such as cost-benefit analysis. Discussion is not 

relevant for making sense of the environmental problem from 



multidisciplinary perspectives. 

Part III 

 

Keyword Syllabus 
 

Environment, Governance, Government intervention, Stakeholder participation, 

Policymaking, Implementation, Private cost, Social cost, Private benefit, Social 

benefit, Stakeholder analysis, Analysis and Evaluation,, Risk assessment and 

communication, Sustainable development. 
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