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Part I 

 

Course Title:   Issues in Contemporary World Politics 

 

Course Code:   POL3113 

 

Course Duration:  One semester 

 

No. of Credit Units:  3 

 

Level:   B3 

 

Medium of Instruction: English 

 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)  Nil 

 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title)   None 

 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title)   SA 3113 Issues in Contemporary World Politics 

 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title)   None 

 

 

Part II  

 

1. Course Aims: 

 

The general aims of the course are: 

(a) To  facilitate the discovery of new horizons, and to enrich the students’ 

knowledge in major trends in regional and international politics, especially in the 

realms of development  of political institutions, change of regime and 

governance, international organisations and politics, and issues relating to global 

trends. 

(b) To equip the students with the intellectual skills to analyse political events in the 

contemporary world; and 

(c) To instil a more cosmopolitan perspective and endow students with a sensitivity 

to developments in the outside world for a wider variety of future career choice. 

 



 

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 
No. CILOs Weighting  

(if applicable) 

1.  Discover the major forces affecting regional and international 

politics, such as globalization, inter-governmentalism, nationalism 

and terrorism. 

30% 

2. Identify (2a) and critically evaluate (2b) the various theories 

relevant to the study of international politics 
20% 

3. Develop the necessary analytical thinking by establishing causality 

from a variety of factual data. 

20% 

4 Communicate (4a) effectively in oral presentation and vindicate 

(4b) the standpoints with cogency. 

10% 

5   Search for   the correct approach and/or style in academic 

writing 
20% 

 

3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs. Final details 

will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course) 

Students are required to pass BOTH the coursework assessment AND the examination before 
they can be awarded an overall passing grade of the course. 
 

CILO No. TLAs Hours/week  
(if applicable) 

1, 2 Lectures 2 hours 

1, 3 Readings and preparation 3 hours 

2, 3 Case studies 1 hour 

1, 5 Consultation (face to face or via email ) Whenever 

necessary 

1, 2, 4, 5 Tutorial (Oral presentation, Q & A and class discussion) 1 hour 

1, 3, 5 Term paper 10 hours per 

assignment 

 

4. Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs. Final 

details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course) 

CILO No. Type of assessment tasks/activities Weighting    
(if applicable) 

Remarks 

1, 3, 4 Multiple choice questions in 

examination 

20% 25 questions 

2, 3 Long answer questions in examination 30% Choose 2 out of 

4 questions 

4 Performance in oral presentation and 

responses to critiques 

30% 1 hour 

1, 2, 5 Term paper to be assessed by overall 

written quality, consistency of 

arguments, rigour of logic and richness 

of content 

20% 2000 words as 

the limit 



 

5.   Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations 

Letter 

Grade 

Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 

A 

A- 

Outstanding ability to pinpoint major forces 

affecting international politics. Demonstration of 

strong analytical thinking by establishing causality 

from factual data. Consistent and coherent 

standpoints and conclusions defended with 

cogency. Excellent research, writing and 

communication skills. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

Fairly good ability to pinpoint major forces affecting 

international politics. Reasonable analytical think 

and argumentation. Clear and firm standpoints and 

conclusions. Good research, writing and 

communication skills. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

Only able to partially pinpoint the major forces 

affecting international politics. Rudimentary 

analytical thinking. Insufficient development 

arguments and weak conclusions.  Basic research, 

writing and communication skills. 

D Inadequate ability to pinpoint the major forces 

affecting international politics. Weak logical 

thinking. Unclear standpoints and incoherent 

conclusions. Weak research, writing and 

communication skills. 

F Unable to pinpoint the mjor forces affecting 

international politics. Confused logical 

thinking. Arguments and conclusions are not tenable 

or self-contradictory. Inadequate research, writing 

and communication skills.  

 

Part III   

Keyword Syllabus: 

Basic approaches in political studies. Constitutional change. Regime transition. 

Federalism. Intergovernmental relations. Political Party. Party system. 

Democratisation. Economic reform. Transformation of socialism. Political culture. 

Mass movement. Social mobilisation. International conflict and collaboration. War 

and peace. Globalisation. International organisations. Regional integration. 

International immigration. International environmental problems.  

Recommended Reading: 

Huntington, Samuel. (2003). The Clash of Civilizations and The Remaking of World 

Order. New York: Simon & Schuster. 


