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Part I 

Course Title  : Political Participation and Social Movements 

Course Code  : POL 3112 

Course Duration : One Semester 

Credit Unit  : 3 

Level   : B3 

Medium of Instruction: English 

Prerequisites : (Course Code and Title): Nil 

Precursors : (Course Code and Title): Nil 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title): SA3112 Political Participation: Contentious 

Politics 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title): Nil 

 

 

Part II 

 

1. Course Aims 

 

This course aims to introduce students to various modes of political participation and 

social movements.  It adopts a broad definition of political participation and seeks to 

examine the conditions and outcomes of political participation at large and social 

movements in particular. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

No. CILOs Weighting 
(if applicable) 

1. Discover various forms of political participation and social 

movements 
 

2. Understand theories of political participation and social 

movements, and apply them to empirical cases 
 

3. Discover the reasons, conditions and factors that make 

possible political participation and social movements 
 

4. Analyze the outcomes of participation and social movements  

5. Understand the relationship between participation, 

movements and democratic governance 
 

 

 

3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs. Final  

details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course) 

  

CILO No. TLAs Hours/week 
(if applicable) 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Lectures – to explain theories and concepts of 

political participation 
 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Presentations – students make presentations on 

specific questions and issues 
 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Discussion – students share ideas and arguments  

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 Individual paper – students write an individual 

paper about 4,000 words 

 

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 4 x reading review notes – students summarise an 

important reading in 1-2 pages 
 

 

4. Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs. Final 

details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course) 

 
Students are required to pass BOTH the coursework assessment AND the examination before they can 

be awarded an overall passing grade of the course. 

 
CILOs Type of assessment tasks/activities Weighting (if applicable) Remarks 

1, 2, 3, 4 Presentation – Students will 

make a group presentation 

20%  

1, 2, 3, 4 Discussion and attendance – 

students have to participate 

actively in discussion 

10%  

1, 2, 3, 4 4 x reading reviews 20%  

1, 2, 3, 4 Individual paper of about 4,000 

words 

50%  



5. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations. 
 

Letter Grade Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 

A 

A-  

Demonstrating comprehensive, in-depth understanding of various forms of 

political participation, reasons for participation, the effects of 

socio-economic development and political factors on participation, and the 

relationship between political participation and democratic governance. 
B+ 

B 

B-  

Demonstrating good to very good understanding of various forms of 

political participation, reasons for participation, the effects of 

socio-economic development and political factors on participation, and the 

relationship between political participation and democratic governance. 
C+ 

C 

C-  

Demonstrating basic but not advanced understanding of various forms of 

political participation, reasons for participation, the effects of 

socio-economic development and political factors on participation, and the 

relationship between political participation and democratic governance. 
D Partial but very inadequate understanding of various forms of political 

participation, reasons for participation, the effects of socio-economic 

development and political factors on participation, and the relationship 

between political participation and democratic governance 
F Failure to demonstrate understanding of various forms of political 

participation, reasons for participation, the effects of socio-economic 

development and political factors on participation, and the relationship 

between political participation and democratic governance. 

 

 Assessment criteria: Presentation 

Letter 

Grade 

Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 

A 

A- 

Excellent knowledge of key issues in political participation. Excellent ability to 

apply theories of political participation to various case studies, to understand 

why people are motivated to participate, and explain what factors influence 

political participation. Presentation has a very clear argument supported by 

evidence and is very well-delivered. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

Very good knowledge of key issues in political participation. Very good ability 

to apply theories of political participation to various case studies, to understand 

why people are motivated to participate, and explain what factors influence 

political participation. Presentation has a clear argument supported by evidence 

and is well-delivered. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

Rudimentary knowledge of key issues in political participation. Adequate ability 

to apply theories of political participation to various case studies, to understand 

why people are motivated to participate, and explain what factors influence 

political participation. Presentation has an argument, but it is not well-supported 

by evidence, and is poorly-delivered. 

D Poor understanding of key issues in political participation. Weak ability to apply 

theories of political participation to various case studies, to understand why 

people are motivated to participate, and explain what factors influence political 

participation. Presentation lacks a clear argument and is poorly-delivered. 

F Almost no knowledge of key issues in political participation. Almost no ability 

to apply theories of political participation to various case studies, to understand 

why people are motivated to participate, and explain what factors influence 

political participation. Presentation lacks a clear argument and lacks any relevant 

information, and is very poorly-delivered. 

 



Assessment criteria: Discussion 

Letter 

Grade 

Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 

A 

A- 

Frequent, very high quality contributions to class discussion. 

Demonstration of excellent understanding of key issues in political 

participation. Excellent ability to orally apply theories of political 

participation to various case studies, to understand why people are 

motivated to participate, and explain what factors influence political 

participation. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

Fairly frequent, high quality contributions to class discussion. 

Demonstration of very good understanding of key issues in political 

participation. Very good ability to orally apply theories of political 

participation to various case studies, to understand why people are 

motivated to participate, and explain what factors influence political 

participation. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

Infrequent, but adequate quality contributions to class discussion. 

Demonstration of adequate understanding of key issues in political 

participation. Adequate ability to orally apply theories of political 

participation to various case studies, to understand why people are 

motivated to participate, and explain what factors influence political 

participation. 

 

D Minimal and low quality contributions to class discussion. 

Demonstration of poor understanding of key issues in political 

participation. Poor ability to orally apply theories of political 

participation to various case studies, to understand why people are 

motivated to participate, and what factors influence political 

participation. 

F No contribution to class discussion. Failure to demonstrate any 

understanding of key issues in political participation. Failure to orally 

apply theories of political participation to various case studies, to 

understand why people are motivated to participate, and explain what 

factors influence political participation. 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Assessment criteria: Individual paper 

Letter 

Grade 

Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 

A 

A- 

Excellent knowledge of key issues in political participation. Excellent 

ability to apply theories of political participation to various case studies, 

to understand why people are motivated to participate, and explain what 

factors influence political participation. Essay has a very clear argument 

supported by evidence and is very well-written and very well-structured. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

Very good knowledge of key issues in political participation. Very good 

ability to apply theories of political participation to various case studies, 

to understand why people are motivated to participate, and explain what 

factors influence political participation. Essay has a clear argument 

supported by evidence and is well-written and well-structured. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

Rudimentary knowledge of key issues in political participation. Adequate 

ability to apply theories of political participation to various case studies, 

to understand why people are motivated to participate, and explain what 

factors influence political participation. Essay has an argument, but it is 

not well-supported by evidence, and is poorly-structured. 

D Poor knowledge of key issues in political participation. Weak ability to 

apply theories of political participation to various case studies, to 

understand why people are motivated to participate, and explain what 

factors influence political participation. Essay lacks a clear argument and 

is poorly-written and poorly-structured. 

F Almost no knowledge of key issues in political participation. Almost no 

ability to apply theories of political participation to various case studies, 

to understand why people are motivated to participate, and explain what 

factors influence political participation. Essay lacks a clear argument and 

lacks any relevant information, and is very poorly-delivered and very 

poorly-structured. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 Assessment criteria: Examination 

Letter 

Grade 

Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 

A 

A- 

Excellent knowledge of key issues in political participation. Excellent 

ability to apply theories of political participation to various case studies, 

to understand why people are motivated to participate, and explain what 

factors influence political participation. Answers have a very clear 

argument supported by evidence and is very well-written and very 

well-structured. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

Very good knowledge of key issues in political participation. Very good 

ability to apply theories of political participation to various case studies, 

to understand why people are motivated to participate, and explain what 

factors influence political participation. Answers have a clear argument 

supported by evidence and is well-written and well-structured. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

Rudimentary knowledge of key issues in political participation. Adequate 

ability to apply theories of political participation to various case studies, 

to understand why people are motivated to participate, and explain what 

factors influence political participation. Answers have an argument, but it 

is not well-supported by evidence, and is poorly-structured. 

D Poor knowledge of key issues in political participation. Weak ability to 

apply theories of political participation to various case studies, to 

understand why people are motivated to participate, and explain what 

factors influence political participation. Answers lack a clear argument 

and is poorly-written and poorly-structured. 

F Almost no knowledge of key issues in political participation. Almost no 

ability to apply theories of political participation to various case studies, 

to understand why people are motivated to participate, and explain what 

factors influence political participation. Answers lack a clear argument 

and lacks any relevant information, and is very poorly-delivered and very 

poorly-structured. 

 

 

Part III 

 

Keyword Syllabus 

 

Political participation, social movements, political opportunity, mobilisation, framing, 

contentious politics, social basis of participation, political culture, political ideology, 

protest, political institutions, democratic governance 
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