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Part I 

 

Course Title: The People’s Republic of China 

 

Course Code: POL2702 

 

Course Duration: one semester 

 

No. of Credit Units: 3 

 

Level: B2  

 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)   nil 

 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title)  nil 

 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title)  SA2702 The People’s Republic of China 

 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title)  nil 

 

 

Part II  

 

1. Course Aims: 

 

This course aims to foster students’ interest and curiosity in China, and to discover the 

basic fabrics and organizing principles underlining its politics, economy and society. 

Students will examine some of the major debates inside and on the PRC through guided 

reading and student-led class workshops. .  

 

 

 



  

 

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

Course intended learning outcomes (CILOs) 

No. CILOs Weighting    (if 

applicable) 

1. Examine, and assess, the major political institutions and issues 

in the PRC 

35% 

2. Examine,, and assess, the major socio-economic institutions and 

issues in the PRC 

35% 

3. Reflect upon and discover the relevance to and implications of 

developments and features in the PRC Mainland for life and 

developments in Hong Kong  

10% 

4. Develop research and writing skills   10% 

5. Develop communication skills, team-work skills and skills to 

lead discussion in a group 

10% 

 

 

3. Teaching and learning Activities (TLAs) 
(designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs) 

 
ILO No TLAs Hours/week (if applicable) 

CILO 1, 2, 3, 4 Critical reading of one paper or chapter every week on 

average 

About 2 

CILO 1, 2, 3, 

4, 5 

Writing of short reading reviews (1-page) on papers 

before tutorials  

About 1.5 

CILO 1, 2, 3, 4 Lectures: to explain concepts; outline trends and 

developments; address doubts 

2 

CILO 1, 2, 3, 

4, 5, 6 

Tutorial discussion 1 

CILO 1, 2, 3, 

4, 5, 6 

Leading tutorial discussion (each sub-group of students 

takes turn in leading tutorial discussion) and in-group 

discussion in preparation for it 

 

CILO 1, 2, 3, 

4, 5,6 

Small group communication before tutorials  

CILO 1, 2,3, 4, 

5 

Writing of one essay (about 8-pages) on one chosen 

discussion topic, and the research work in preparation 

for it 

 

CILO 1, 2, 3, 

4, 5, 6 

Blackboard: browsing of learning materials posted;  

discussions; feedback 

About 0. 5 (discussions) 

 

 



  

 

Assessment 

The course is assessed by examination (50%) and coursework (50%). The coursework 

component include 3 short reviews on readings (25%), a 800-1000-word individual report on a 

selected tutorial topic (10%) and participation in class (15%). 

 

 

ILO 

No 

Type of assessment 

tasks/activities 

Weighting   (if 

applicable) 

Remarks 

CILO 

1, 2, 3, 

4 

(3) Short (2-page) 

reviews on readings, 

to be submitted 

before tutorials 

25% The writing exercise enables students to appreciate as 

well as to review critically the messages of the 

reading more effectively. It also fosters students’ 

confidence during tutorial discussion. Timely 

submission (before tutorial) is thus important. 

CILO 

1, 2, 3, 

4 

Report writing – 

reflective note on a 

selected topic 

discussed in tutorials 

(4- 5 pages, excl 

references) 

10% Students’ skills in searching for the right 

kind of readings and materials, 

organizing materials, analysis, and 

presentation and writing skills will be 

enhanced in the process of report-

writing. 

CILO 

1, 2, 3, 

4, 5 

Class discussion 10% Both the extent and quality of 

participation in tutorial discussion will 

be assessed here. Students’ ability to 

express ideas, listen and respond to 

others’ ideas will be enhanced.    

CILO 

1, 2, 3, 

4, 5 

Leading tutorial 

discussion 

5% This requires a subgroup of students to 

prepare thoroughly a selected topic and 

lead discussion in class. They are 

expected to respond to remarks from the 

group and keep the flow of discussion, 

not simply put forward, or present their 

own answers. Students’ ability in 

leadership, communication, as well as 

substantive intellectual capacity will be 

enhanced in the process.  

CILO 

1, 2, 3, 

4 

Final examination  50% Students’ command of the subject, their 

scope and depth of understanding, and 

writing skills are tested here. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

5. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations.  

 
Grade Grading Criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 

A 

A- 

Attained an outstanding standard in identifying and assessing the major 

political, economic and social conditions and issues in the PRC; 

appreciating the trends of changes over time of these conditions and 

issues; and developing research, writing and communication skills. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

Attained a good standard in identifying and assessing the major political, 

economic and social conditions and issues in the PRC; appreciating the 

trends of changes over time of these conditions and issues; and 

developing research, writing and communication skills. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

Attained a limited standard in identifying and assessing the major 

political, economic and social conditions and issues in the PRC; 

appreciating the trends of changes over time of these conditions and 

issues; and developing research, writing and communication skills. 

D+ 

D 

D- 

Attained a minimal standard in identifying and assessing the major 

political, economic and social conditions and issues in the PRC; 

appreciating the trends of changes over time of these conditions and 

issues; and developing research, writing and communication skills. 

F Failed to achieve any of the above. 
 

 

Part III   

 

Keyword Syllabus: 

 

The Socialist Revolution; central planning; agricultural collectivization;  market reforms and 

Open Door Policy; and dual social structure; state structure and institutions; central-local 

relations; rule of law; democracy; state-society relations and social management-governance; 

China and the  the world; China and Hong Kong.  

 

Recommended Readings: 

 

David Shambaugh, ‘The Chinese state in the post-Mao era’, in D. Shambaugh, ed., The 

Modern Chinese State, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000, 161-87. 

Barry Naughton (1996), Growing Out of the Plan (New York: Cambridge University Press). 

Kenneth Lieberthal (1995), Governing China (New York: W. W. Norton & Company, 1995). 

吳敬璉（2005）《 當代中國經濟改革》（台北︰麥格羅﹒希爾） 

Janos Kornai (1992), The Socialist System (Princeton: Princeton University Press), Chapter 7. 

Frederick Teiwes (1993), “The Establishment and Consolidation of the New Regime,” in 

Roderick MacFarquhar (ed.), The Politics of china: 1949-1989 (Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, pp. 5-86. 

Lucian W. Pye, “The State and the Individual: An Overview Interpretation”, in Brian Hook 

(ed), The Individual and the State in China, Oxford and New York: Clarendon Press, 

1996. 

Elizabeth J. Perry and Mark Selden, “Introduction: Reform and resistance in contemporary 

China”, in Elizabeth J. Perry and Mark Selden (eds.), Chinese Society: Change, Conflict 

and Resistance, New York: Routledge, 2000. 

 

 



  

 

Gordon White, Jude Howell and Shang Xiaoyuan, In Search of Civil Society: Market Reform 

and Social Change in Contemporary China, Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1996,  Chapter 1, 

2. 

Chris Shun-ching Chan, ‘The Falun Gong in China: A sociological perspective’, The China 

Quarterly, 179 (September 2004), 665-83. 

Larry Diamond, ‘The rule of law as transition to democracy to China’, Journal of 

Contemporary China, 2003, 12 (35), 319-331. 

Linda Chelan Li, ‘The “rule of law” policy in Guangdong: Continuity or departure? Meaning, 

significance and process’, The China Quarterly, 161 (March 2000), 199-220. 

Tony Saich (2011), Governance and Politics of China, Palgrave. 

Keping Yu (2011). A shift towards social governance in China, 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2011/09/09/a-shift-towards-social-governance-in-china/ 

 

 

Online Resources: 

 
http://www.gov.cn/ 

 

 PRC government website, including links to central ministries and provincial governments  

 

http://www.sina.com.cn 

 A popular general web-site in and of China (news, chat-rooms, etc).  

 

http://www.xinhuanet.com 

 Web-site of Xinhua news agency – news, analysis, etc. 

 

http://www.chinanews.com.cn/.  

 Official news website 

 

http://www.chinaelections.org/ 

 (US-based website on elections and democracy issues in China: news, essays…) 

邓小平 (1984).  “一个国家，两种制度”, 《邓小平文选(三)》http://rcs.wuchang-

edu.com/RESOURCE/GZ/GZLS/LSBL/DXPWS3/8315_SR.htm 

Linda Chelan Li (2000), ‘Power as Non-Zero-Sum? Central-Local Relations between the 

HKSAR and Beijing: Opportunities and closures’, in Hong Kong in Transition: The 

Handover Years, St. Martin’s Press. HC470.3 .H6685 2000; HC470.3 .H668 2000eb 
(e-book)  

Extract of the Dedicated Chapter on Hong Kong and Macao in the "Outline of the Twelfth 

Five-Year Plan for the National Economic and Social Development of the People's 

Republic of China"《中華人民共和國國民經濟和社會發展第十二個五年規劃綱要

》(港澳專章節錄) (Unofficial English translation for reference only) 

http://www.cmab.gov.hk/en/issues/12th_5yrsplan_outline.htm; 

http://www.cmab.gov.hk/tc/issues/12th_5yrsplan_outline.htm 

       17th Working Meeting of the Hong Kong/Guangdong Co-operation Joint Conference(粵

港合作聯席會議第十七次工作會議) 

 http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-923-2-e.pdf; 

http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/chinese/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-923-2-c.pdf 

   The 14th Plenary of the Hong Kong/Guangdong Co-operation Joint  Conference(粵港合

作聯席會議第十四次會議) 

        http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-  12/english/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-3102-1-e.pdf;  

        http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/chinese/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-3102-1-c.pdf 

http://www.eastasiaforum.org/2011/09/09/a-shift-towards-social-governance-in-china/
http://www.gov.cn/
http://www.chinaoninternet.com/famous/ourtime/military/famou065.htm
http://www.xinhuanet.com/
http://www.chinaelections.org/
http://rcs.wuchang-edu.com/RESOURCE/GZ/GZLS/LSBL/DXPWS3/8315_SR.htm
http://rcs.wuchang-edu.com/RESOURCE/GZ/GZLS/LSBL/DXPWS3/8315_SR.htm
http://www.cmab.gov.hk/en/issues/12th_5yrsplan_outline.htm
http://www.cmab.gov.hk/tc/issues/12th_5yrsplan_outline.htm
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-923-2-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/chinese/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-923-2-c.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-%20%2012/english/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-3102-1-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/chinese/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-3102-1-c.pdf


  

 

       Hong Kong/Shanghai Economic and Trade Cooperation Conference(滬港經 貿合作會議) 

http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-923-1-e.pdf 

http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/chinese/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-923-1-c.pdf 

The 2011 Hong Kong/Shenzhen Co-operation Meeting(2011年深港合作會

議)http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-512-1-e.pdf 

        http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/chinese/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-512-1-c.pdf 

Progress Report on the HKSAR’s Work in Support of Reconstruction in the Sichuan 

Earthquake Stricken Areas(香港特別行政區支援四川地震災後重建工作進展報

告)http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/panels/dev/papers/devcb1-575-1-

e.pdf; http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/chinese/panels/dev/papers/devcb1-575-1-

c.pdf 

Hong Kong to play three important roles in the Pan-Pearl River Delta Regional 

Development(香港在泛珠區域發揮三大角

色)http://www.cmab.gov.hk/en/press/press_2826.htm; 

http://www.cmab.gov.hk/tc/press/press_2826.htm 

Overall Development Plan on Hong Kong / Shenzhen Co-operation on Modern Service 

Industries in Qianhai Area《前海深港現代服務業合作區總體發展規劃》
(Chinese only) 

http://www.tid.gov.hk/textonly/english/aboutus/tradecircular/cic/asia/2010/files/ci20

10616a.pdf 

 
 

http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-923-1-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/chinese/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-923-1-c.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-512-1-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/chinese/panels/ci/papers/cicb1-512-1-c.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/panels/dev/papers/devcb1-575-1-e.pdf
http://www.legco.gov.hk/yr11-12/english/panels/dev/papers/devcb1-575-1-e.pdf
http://www.cmab.gov.hk/en/press/press_2826.htm
http://www.tid.gov.hk/textonly/english/aboutus/tradecircular/cic/asia/2010/files/ci2010616a.pdf
http://www.tid.gov.hk/textonly/english/aboutus/tradecircular/cic/asia/2010/files/ci2010616a.pdf

