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City University of Hong Kong 
Course Syllabus 

 
offered by Department of Chinese and History 

with effect from Semester B 2016 / 17 
 
 

 
Part I Course Overview  
 

Course Title: 

 
 
Diseases, Culture and History: Hong Kong, China and the World 

Course Code: 

  

GE 1111 

Course Duration: 

 
 
1 Semester  

Credit Units: 

 
 
3 credits 

Level: 

 
 
B1, A1 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

√  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 
 
English  

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 
English  

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 
 
Nil 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 
 
Nil 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 
 
Nil 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 
 
Nil 
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Part II Course Details  
 
1. Abstract  
 (A 150-word description about the course) 

 Diseases work more than a pathological phenomenon. Diseases threaten human beings 
profoundly but they also shape our identities and social interactions. How have diseases been 
understood and defined by different cultures in the past? This course is an introduction to medicine 
and diseases in Chinese history, offering a rich interdisciplinary research and cross-countries 
perspective to students. It includes how human interpreted, controlled and prevented diseases 
medically and culturally. It examines the relationship among diseases, cultures so as to understand 
the role of diseases in Chinese history, as well as a comparison to other cultures. Prior knowledge of 
medicine is not necessary. Students will develop essential skills i.e. formulate questions, collect 
evidence, assess historical source materials, review historical interpretations, and construct a 
historical analysis from various viewpoints. By the end of the semester, students will be able to 
evaluate the complicated connection between diseases and cultures, or politics, society and religions. 

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 
 

No. CILOs# Weighting* 
(if 
applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 
curriculum related 
learning outcomes 
(please tick where 
appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 
1. Illustrate some important diseases and therapies in 

Chinese medical history and their relation to the world 
history 

 √   

2. Demonstrate fundamental knowledge of relevant 
historical and documentary sources 

 √   

3. Examine critically the relationship between disease 
and culture, as well as assess source materials through 
reading assignments and tutorial discussions 

  √  

4. Apply historical knowledge, wisdom and perspectives 
to criticize current issues 

  √  

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    
# Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 
(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.
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3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 
 

TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week 
(if applicable) 

1 2 3 4  
Tutorials In tutorials, teachers will assess 

students’ analytical skills and their 

understanding of assigned readings. 

Small group tutorials ensure that 

there will be sufficient opportunities 

for teacher-learners interaction and 

peer discussion. The learning 

experience will be further enhanced 

through peer-assisted teaching and 

learning. In groups of two or three, 

students will give one presentation 

per semester. They will discuss with 

the instructor to choose the 

presentation topic. The group 

delivering the presentation must have 

thoroughly studied and researched 

their topic and worked as a team on 

the collection, reading, selection, 

integration, and analysis of the 

information and data. Finally they 

have to raise an issue for reflection 

and guide the classmates to 

participate in the discussion. Those 

not presenting should have studied 

the relevant information about the 

topic in advance, so that they can 

actively participate in the discussion. 

The instructor will assist the students 

to engage in the discussion. 

The instructor and the non- 

presenting groups will give feedback 

on the contents of the presentation 

while the presentation group will 

have to reflect on their own 

performance. 

Students must hand in a simple 

 √ √ √  
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and clear assessment report on the 

above items. 

Large Class 

Teaching  

Activities 

The lectures will introduce the 

background and basic knowledge of 

the topics from historical and cultural 

perspectives. It will nurture an ability 

to understand historical facts and 

ancient society, so that the students 

can evaluate and reflect on similar 

phenomena in modern society. 

During the lectures different 

types of multi-media teaching tools, 

e.g. film, photos, Websites, Google 

maps, object projection etc. will be 

used. These will serve as 

demonstration materials to enrich the 

pedagogical variety and inspire the 

students to reflect and guide them to 

self-directed learning. 

Interactive classroom activities. 

E.g. Five-minute comment and 

summary. Simple quizzes will be 

used as assessment. 

√ √    

 
 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 
1 2 3 4   

Continuous Assessment: _100___% 
Class Participation and Performance √ √ 20%  
Presentation   √ √ 20%  
Individual Tutorial Report  √ √ √ 10%  
Two Online Discussions    √ 20%  
Final Paper    √ 30%  
Examination:_0_% (duration: --- , if applicable) 
* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  
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5. Assessment Rubrics   

(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 
 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 
(A+, A, A-) 

Good  
(B+, B, B-) 

Adequate  
(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 
(D) 

Failure 
(F) 

1. Class 
Participation     
and Performance 

 Students actively participate in 

discussions, debates and other 

class activities in tutorials and 

lectures. 

Strong evidence of : 

 Active in-class 

participation, 

positive listening, 

ability to simulate 

class discussion 

and comment on 

other points. 

 Sufficient  

pre-class 

preparation and 

familiarity with 

peer reports and 

other materials 

Some evidence of : 

 Active in-class 

participation, 

positive listening, 

ability to initiate 

class discussion 

and comment on 

other points.  

 Sufficient 

pre-class 

preparation and 

familiarity with 

peer reports and 

other materials. 
 

Limited evidence of : 

 Active in-class 

participation, 

positive listening, 

ability to initiate 

class discussion 

and comment on 

other points.  

 Sufficient  

pre-class 

preparation and 

familiarity with 

peer reports and 

other materials. 
 

 Marginally  

satisfies the basic  

requirements  

of participation. 

 Fail to  

meet minimum  

requirements  

of participation 
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2. Presentation  Students will be divided into 

groups and choose their topics 

for an in-class presentation. In 

preparing for the presentation, 

students have to make use of 

both the reference works 

suggested by the tutor and 

their own materials.  

 Each group will be assessed by 

both peers and the teacher. 

 Students must demonstrate in 

their presentations that they 

have learnt how to make good 

use of historical resources and 

research methods from the 

lectures. 

Strong evidence of :  

 Rich content, 

excellent grasp of 

the materials with 

in-depth or 

extensive 

knowledge of the 

subject matter; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

balanced 

composition; 

 Critical analysis, 

convincing 

statement and 

creative comment; 

 Superior 

presentation skills: 

distinct 

pronunciation, 

fluent expression 

and appropriate 

diction, exact 

time-management. 

 

Some evidence of : 

 Rich content, 

excellent grasp of 

the materials with 

in-depth or 

extensive 

knowledge of the 

subject matter; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

balanced 

composition; 

 Critical analysis, 

convincing 

statement and 

creative comment; 

 Superior 

presentation 

skills: distinct 

pronunciation, 

fluent expression 

and appropriate 

diction, exact 

time-management. 

 

Limited evidence of: 

 Rich content, 

excellent grasp of 

the materials with 

in-depth or 

extensive 

knowledge of the 

subject matter; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

balanced 

composition; 

 Critical analysis, 

convincing 

statement and 

creative comment; 

 Superior 

presentation skills: 

distinct 

pronunciation, 

fluent expression 

and appropriate 

diction, exact 

time-management. 

 

 Loose 

organization, but 

acceptable 

identified content. 

 Adequate 

understanding of 

the reading and 

indication of grasp 

of the general 

ideas, limited or 

irrelevant use of 

reading materials; 

 Simple and 

unilateral 

comments, without 

clear explanation; 

 Acceptable 

pronunciation and 

expression; few of 

mistakes in diction, 

but no influence to 

general delivery. 
 

 Limited 

familiarity with 

the facts of the 

reading and its 

surface relations, 

unsystematic 

ideas which 

cannot express 

the subject matter 

or relevant 

themes; 

 Loose 

organization, 

without distinct 

primary and 

secondary 

structure; 

 Devoid of 

personal 

comment and/or 

unreasonable 

opinion;  

 Softly voice, 

indistinct 

pronunciation and 

improper diction, 

seriously over 

time. 



  
  

Course Syllabus 
Jan 2015 

 7 

 

3.Individual 
Tutorial Report 

 Students will participate in 

tutorials and give a 

constructive feedback on the 

content of the presentation 

while the presentation group 

will have to reflect on their 

performance. I will design a 

file for students to offer 

their feedback to their 

classmates. Meanwhile, 

students have to respond to 

it. In the last week of the 

semester, students have to 

turn in the file. I will assess 

the content of each file 

according to whether 

students have made use of 

what was taught in class, 

whether the feedback is 

reasonable, and whether 

they have built arguments 

upon their classmates’ 

feedback. 

Strong evidence of : 

 Rich content, ability 

to integrate various 

resources into 

primary and 

secondary levels 

based on demand ; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

 Clear and integrated 

ideas which can 

keep to the point, 

clear-cut subject, 

distinct themes, 

ability to interpret 

the opinions 

effectively; 

 Sufficient and 

organized references 

which can be 

utilized in 

accordance with the 

topic. 

 Exact and fluent 

expression, good 

sense of context, 

ability to use various 

writing skills to 

make the paper 

convincing with 

proper diction. 

Some evidence of : 

 Rich content, 

ability to 

integrate various 

resources into 

primary and 

secondary levels 

based on 

demand ; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent 

structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

 Clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep 

to the point, 

clear-cut subject, 

distinct themes, 

ability to 

interpret the 

opinions 

effectively; 

 Sufficient and 

organized 

references which 

can be utilized in 

accordance with 

the topic. 

 Exact and fluent 

expression, good 

sense of context, 

ability to use 

Limited evidence of: 

Strong evidence of : 

 Rich content, 

ability to integrate 

various resources 

into primary and 

secondary levels 

based on demand ; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

 Clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, 

clear-cut subject, 

distinct themes, 

ability to interpret 

the opinions 

effectively; 

 Sufficient and 

organized 

references which 

can be utilized in 

accordance with 

the topic. 

 Exact and fluent 

expression, good 

sense of context, 

ability to use 

various writing 

skills to make the 

paper convincing 

 Adequate content, 

ability to integrate 

resources 

generally based on 

demand, limited 

or irrelevant use 

of resources; 

 Loose 

Organization; 

 Ability to express 

relevant points to 

the subject matter; 

 References are 

insufficient, 

ability to provide 

some reasonable 

personal 

comments, but no 

clear 

demonstration; 

 Sentence fluency 

and diction is 

acceptable. 
 

 Vague and devoid 

of content, weak 

ability to 

integrate limited 

resources ;  

 Loose 

organization, 

without distinct 

primary and 

secondary levels; 

 Unsystematic 

ideas which 

cannot express 

the subject matter 

or relevant 

themes; 

 Summary of 

references, no 

personal idea and/ 

or unreasonable 

comment; 

 Seriously 

insufficient/ no 

reference; 

 Although 

expression is not 

clear, part of the 

idea can be 

identified; over 

use of existing 

quotations and 

relevant research. 
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various writing 

skills to make the 

paper convincing 

with proper 

diction. 

with proper 

diction. 

4.Two 
Online 
Discussions 

 In the first discussion, 

students will participate in 

tutorials and give their 

feedback on the content of 

the presentation while the 

presentation group will have 

to reflect on their 

performance. In the last 

week of the semester, 

students have to turn in the 

file on Blackboard. I will 

assess the content of each 

file according to whether 

students have made use of 

what was taught in class, 

whether the feedback is 

reasonable, and whether 

they have built arguments 

upon their classmates’ 

feedback. 

 The second discussion will 

be about raising the issue of 

Strong evidence of : 

 Rich content, 
ability to integrate 
various resources 
based on demand ; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

 Clear and integrated 

ideas which can 

keep to the point, 

clear-cut subject, 

distinct themes, 

ability to interpret 

the opinions 

effectively; 

 Ability to criticize 

different facts and 

statements, to 

provide practical 

Some evidence of : 

 Rich content, 

ability to 

integrate various 

resources based 

on demand ; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent 

structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

 Clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep 

to the point, 

clear-cut subject, 

distinct themes, 

ability to 

interpret the 

opinions 

effectively; 

Limited evidence of : 

 Rich content, 

ability to integrate 

various resources 

based on demand ; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

 Clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep to 

the point, 

clear-cut subject, 

distinct themes, 

ability to interpret 

the opinions 

effectively; 

 Ability to criticize 

different facts and 

statements, to 

 Adequate content, 

ability to integrate 

resources 

generally based on 

demand, limited 

or irrelevant use 

of resources; 

 Loose 

Organization; 

 Ability to express 

relevant points to 

the subject matter; 

 Ability to use 

references, provide 

some reasonable 

personal 

comments, but no 

clear 

demonstration 

 Ability to respond 

to other comments 

in simple terms. 

 Vague and devoid 

of content, weak 

ability to 

integrate limited 

resources ;  

 Loose 

organization, 

without distinct 

primary and 

secondary levels; 

 Unsystematic 

ideas which 

cannot express 

the subject matter 

or relevant 

themes; 

 Summary of 

references, no 

personal idea and/ 

or unreasonable 

comment; 

 Inability to 
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controversial diseases from 

the past of Hong Kong. It 

offers an opportunity to 

students to apply what they 

have learnt and reflect on 

the present situation. 

 Within a week, students will 

give responses to what they 

have learnt in class. I will 

grade this assignment based 

on the quality of the 

responses. 

and innovative 

comments with 

convincing 

demonstration; 

 Ability to respond 
to other statements 
rapidly and 
stimulate peer 
discussion. 

 Ability to 

criticize different 

facts and 

statements, to 

provide practical 

and innovative 

comments with 

convincing 

demonstration; 

 Ability to 

respond to other 

statements 

rapidly and 

stimulate peer 

discussion.  

provide practical 

and innovative 

comments with 

convincing 

demonstration; 

 Ability to respond 

to other 

statements rapidly 

and stimulate peer 

discussion. 

 respond to others, 

devoid of content 

and unclear 

comment.  

5. Final Paper  The topic will be the same 

as the group presentation. 

Each group will modify and 

revise the presentation 

content by following the 

peer and teacher assessment 

and turn it into a group 

project. The topic has to be 

related to a real-life 

problem. 

 On the one hand, students 

must demonstrate the 

research and writing skills 

taught in class such as 

making use of primary and 

Strong evidence of : 

 Rich content, ability 

to integrate various 

resources into 

primary and 

secondary levels 

based on demand ; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

 Clear and integrated 

ideas which can 

keep to the point, 

Some evidence of : 

 Rich content, 

ability to 

integrate various 

resources into 

primary and 

secondary levels 

based on 

demand ; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent 

structure, 

systematic 

Limited evidence of: 

Strong evidence of : 

 Rich content, 

ability to integrate 

various resources 

into primary and 

secondary levels 

based on demand ; 

 Rigorous 

organization, 

coherent structure, 

systematic 

composition; 

 Clear and 

integrated ideas 

 Adequate content, 

ability to integrate 

resources 

generally based on 

demand, limited 

or irrelevant use 

of resources; 

 Loose 

Organization; 

 Ability to express 

relevant points to 

the subject matter; 

 References are 

insufficient, 

ability to provide 

 Vague and devoid 

of content, weak 

ability to 

integrate limited 

resources ;  

 Loose 

organization, 

without distinct 

primary and 

secondary levels; 

 Unsystematic 

ideas which 

cannot express 

the subject matter 

or relevant 
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secondary source materials, 

using CityU Library 

databases and Google 

Scholar database, listing and 

citing references properly 

and writing literature 

reviews. On the other hand, 

students must also apply 

critical thinking skills to 

examine ideas and challenge 

assumptions, and show the 

synthesis of knowledge 

among three disciplines 

including humanities, social 

science and medical science. 
 

clear-cut subject, 

distinct themes, 

ability to interpret 

the opinions 

effectively; 

 Sufficient and 

organized references 

which can be 

utilized in 

accordance with the 

topic. 

 Exact and fluent 

expression, good 

sense of context, 

ability to use various 

writing skills to 

make the paper 

convincing with 

proper diction. 

composition; 

 Clear and 

integrated ideas 

which can keep 

to the point, 

clear-cut subject, 

distinct themes, 

ability to 

interpret the 

opinions 

effectively; 

 Sufficient and 

organized 

references which 

can be utilized in 

accordance with 

the topic. 

 Exact and fluent 

expression, good 

sense of context, 

ability to use 

various writing 

skills to make the 

paper convincing 

with proper 

diction. 

which can keep to 

the point, 

clear-cut subject, 

distinct themes, 

ability to interpret 

the opinions 

effectively; 

 Sufficient and 

organized 

references which 

can be utilized in 

accordance with 

the topic. 

 Exact and fluent 

expression, good 

sense of context, 

ability to use 

various writing 

skills to make the 

paper convincing 

with proper 

diction. 

some reasonable 

personal 

comments, but no 

clear 

demonstration; 

 Sentence fluency 

and diction is 

acceptable. 
 

themes; 

 Summary of 

references, no 

personal idea and/ 

or unreasonable 

comment; 

 Seriously 

insufficient/ no 

reference; 

 Although 

expression is not 

clear, part of the 

idea can be 

identified; over 

use of existing 

quotations and 

relevant research. 
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Part III   Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 
 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 
America, Anatomy, Anti-malaria drugs, Anti-Schistosomiasis Campaign, Beriberi, Brazil, Buddhism, 
China, Christianity, Confucianism, Culture, Daoism, Disease, Egypt, Epidemics, Europe, Eye Diseases, 
History of body, History of disease, History, Hong Kong, India, Islam, Japan, Leprosy, Malaria, 
Medical ethics, Natural environment, Plague, Religion, Smallpox, Surgery, Syphilis, the World 
 
2.  Reading List 
2.1  Compulsory Readings  

(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 
e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   

 

1. Henry E. Sigerist, Civilization and Disease, Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 1943. 
2.  Crosby, Alfred. The Columbian Exchange：Biological and Cultural Consequences of 

1492. Westport：Greenwood Pub. Co., 1972.  
3. Leung, Angela Ki Che. Leprosy in China. New York：Columbia University Press, 2009.
4. Carpenter, Kenneth J. Beriberi, White Rice, and Vitamin B：a Disease, a Cause, and a 

Cure, Berkeley：University of California Press, 2000. 
5. Hong Kong Museum of Medical Sciences Society (ed). Plague, SARS and the Story of 

Medicine in Hong Kong. Hong Kong: Hong Komg University Press, 2006. 
6. Roy Porter. The Illustrated History of Medicine. Cambridge: Cambridge University 

Press, 1996.  
7. William McNeill. Plagues and Peoples. New York: Doubleday, 1975.  
8. Kiple, K.F.(ed), The Cambridge World History of Human Diseases, Cambridge：

Cambridge University Press, 1993. 
9. Dylan Sutherland, Jennifer Y.J. Hsu. HIV/AIDS in China-the Economic and Social 

Determinants, London: Routledge, 2011. 
 
    Because the medium of instruction is English, only English titles will be offered in  
    Compulsory Readings.  
 
 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 
 

1. Contagion: Historical Views of Diseases and Epidemics  

http://ocp.hul.harvard.edu/contagion  
2. History of the Health Sciences World Wide Web Links : The History of Diseases 

http://www.mla-hhss.org/histdis.htm 
3. Medhist: The guide to history of medicine resources on the Internet 

http://www.medhist.ac.uk/  
4. Images from the History of Medicine  

http://wwwihm.nlm.nih.gov/ 
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A. Please specify the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning Outcomes (PILOs) that the course is 
aligned to and relate them to the CILOs stated in Part II, Section 2 of this form: 

 
GE PILO Please indicate which CILO(s) is/are related to this 

PILO, if any 
(can be more than one CILOs in each PILO) 

PILO 1: Demonstrate the capacity for self-directed 
learning 

CILOs 1, 2 

PILO 2: Explain the basic methodologies and 
techniques of inquiry of the arts and 
humanities, social sciences, business, and 
science and technology 

CILO 2 

PILO 3: Demonstrate critical thinking skills 

 

CILO 3 

PILO 4: Interpret information and numerical data 

 

 

PILO 5: Produce structured, well-organised and 
fluent text 

 

PILO 6: Demonstrate effective oral communication 
skills 

CILO 3 

PILO 7: Demonstrate an ability to work effectively 
in a team 

CILO 4 

PILO 8: Recognise important characteristics of 
their own culture(s) and at least one other 
culture, and their impact on global issues 

CILOs 1, 2, 3, 4 

PILO 9: Value ethical and socially responsible 
actions 

CILO 4 

PILO 10: Demonstrate the attitude and/or ability to 
accomplish discovery and/or innovation  

CILOs 3, 4 

GE course leaders should cover the mandatory PILOs for the GE area (Area 1: Arts and Humanities; Area 2: Study of 
Societies, Social and Business Organisations; Area 3: Science and Technology) for which they have classified their 
course; for quality assurance purposes, they are advised to carefully consider if it is beneficial to claim any coverage 
of additional PILOs. General advice would be to restrict PILOs to only the essential ones. (Please refer to the 
curricular mapping of GE programme: http://www.cityu.edu.hk/edge/ge/faculty/curricular_mapping.htm.)   

 

 
B. Please select an assessment task for collecting evidence of student achievement for quality assurance 

purposes. Please retain at least one sample of student achievement across a period of three years. 

 
Selected Assessment Task 

Final Paper 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex 
(for GE courses only)  


