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Part I Course Overview  

 

Course Title: English for Academic Purposes 1 

Course Code: EL0200A 

Course Duration: 39 hours 

Credit Units: 3 

Level: Undergraduate 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

Medium of 
Instruction:  English 

Medium of 
Assessment: English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) N/A 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) N/A 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) EL0200 English for Academic Purposes 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) N/A 

 

 

 



  

 

Part II Course Details  

 
1. Abstract  
 (A 150-word description about the course) 

  

This course focuses primarily on academic writing and reading skills, with a secondary focus on 

speaking in academic contexts. Students are taught the necessary grammar and vocabulary for 

written academic communication across disciplines, the use of citation and summary skills, and the 

skills necessary for giving oral academic presentations.     

 

 

 
2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 

 
No. CILOs

#
 Weighting* 

(if 

applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 

curriculum related 

learning outcomes 

(please tick where 

appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 

1. demonstrate an appropriate reading ability, to 

comprehend, analyse, synthesise and evaluate texts 

used in academic settings 

 

   

2. select and appropriately integrate relevant information 

from a variety of sources into written texts 

 
   

3. write coherent academic texts using 

lexico-grammatical choices appropriate to the task 

 
   

4. demonstrate the ability to give effective oral 

presentations appropriate to academic contexts 

 
   

5. select and appropriately exploit resources for 

self-directed language learning 

 
   

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    
#
 Please specify the alignment of CILOs to the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning outcomes 

(PILOs) in Section A of Annex.  
 
A1: Attitude  

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems. 

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



  

 

 
3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 

 

 

 
TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 

applicable)  1 2 3 4 5 

 apply reading strategies 

appropriate to the task such 

as distinguishing between 

factual and non-factual 

information, deducing the 

meaning of unfamiliar 

vocabulary, skimming and 

scanning, and inference 

skills 

     

 

 go through a process of 

drafting, revising and editing 

in order to produce accurate, 

cohesive academic texts  

     

 

 practise paraphrasing and 

summarizing skills in an 

academic context 
     

 

 practise reading and writing 

as part of a small-scale 

research project 
     

 

 do focused activities to 

heighten awareness and 

understanding of 

lexico-grammatical accuracy 

     

 

 acquire and put into use 

effective strategies to collect, 

record, recycle and broaden 

academic vocabulary 

     

 

 practise giving oral 

presentations and 1) provide 

peer feedback; 2) take on 

board peer & teacher 

feedback on presentations 

     

 

 monitor and evaluate own 

language performance in 

order to develop an 

awareness of language needs 

     

 

 do focused activities to 

acquire the skills needed to 

develop English proficiency 

independently 

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

 

 

 

 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 

1 2 3 4 5 

Continuous Assessment:   

Process writing essay, based on 

written sources 
     25%  

In-class participation      10%  

        

Examination:   

Part 1: Essay, incorporating 

written sources 
     40%  

Part 2: Oral presentation on 

Independent Learning 

experience  

 

     25%  

* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  



  

  

 

 

5. Assessment Rubrics  (The fine details of performance descriptors will evolve as the course continues 

to be developed – over-arching criteria for each assessment task are given below) 

 (Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following 

rubrics.) 
 

 

 

Process writing essay, based on written sources (25%) 

 

Task Fulfilment  

(25%) 

 

Discourse Competencies  

(25%) 

Language Competencies  

(35%) 

Source Integration 

 (15%) 

 

 
In-class participation (10%) 

 

This will be assessed on the basis of i) active participation in class discussions; ii) mini-presentations on 

Independent Learning progress and other course content; iii) response to presentations made by classmates;  

iv) contribution to a classroom environment conducive to learning and discovery; v) evidence of preparation for 

lessons.  

 

 
Final Examination (part 1): Essay, incorporating written sources (40%) 

 
Task Fulfilment  

(25%) 

 

Discourse Competencies  

(25%) 

Language Competencies  

(35%) 

Source Integration 

 (15%) 

 

 
Final Examination (part 2): Oral presentation on Independent Learning experience (25%)  

 

Content  

(30%) 

 

Organisation  

(20%) 

Language Use  

(30%) 

Delivery 

 (20%) 

 

 

6.  Grading of Student Achievement 

 A+, A, A-, B+, B … 

 



  

  

 

Form 2B 

Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 

 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 

 

Academic reading; Academic writing; Academic Word List; academic grammar; summary; essay; 

citation; oral presentation; independent language learning; academic honesty 

 
2.  Reading List 

2.1  Compulsory Readings  
(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 

e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   
 

1.  

2.  

3.   

…  

 

 

 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 

 

1. English Language Support Services website (http://elss.elc.cityu.edu.hk/ELSS/home.aspx) – 

the ELC’s repository of on-line self-study material  

2. Huntley, H. (2006). Essential Academic Vocabulary: Mastering the Complete Academic Word 

List 

3.  Oshima, A. & Hogue, A. (2006). Writing Academic English 

4. McCarthy, M. & O’Dell, F. (2008). Academic Vocabulary in Use 

5.  Powell, M (2002). Presenting in English 

6.  Sowton, S. (2012). 50 Steps to Improving Your Academic Writing 

7.  Swales, J. & Feak, C. (2000). English in Today’s research World: A Writing Guide 

8.  Williams, E.J. (2008). Presenting in English 

 
 

http://elss.elc.cityu.edu.hk/ELSS/home.aspx

