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City University of Hong Kong 

 

Information on a Course 

offered by the English Language Centre 

with effect from Semester A, 2016/17 

Part I 

Course Title: English for Academic Purposes  

Course Code: EL0200 

Course Duration: 2 semesters (144 hours) 

No. of Credit Units: 6 

Level: B, AD 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title) Grade E in HKAL Use of English or Grade 3 in HKDSE 
or successful completion of EAP Foundation Course 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title) NIL 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title) 
EL0200A English for Academic Purposes 1 & EL0200B 
English for Academic Purposes 2 or 

EL1002 English Enhancement Course for Associate 

Degree Students I & EL1003 English Enhancement 
Course for Associate Degree Students II 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title) NA 

Coursework Assessment: 45% 

Examination: 55% 

 

 

Part II 

A. Course Aims 

This course aims to:  

 provide a bridge to Gateway Education (GE) English courses  

 enhance students’ proficiency in reading and writing in an academic context to a level 

benchmarked against international standards 

 develop students’ discourse ability, audience awareness and accuracy and range of grammar 

and vocabulary 

 nurture students’ ability to think critically and to be self-directed in their language 

development 

 encourage student discovery of aspects of academic reading, writing and language use 

through independent study 
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B. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 

On successful completion of the course, students should be able to use English to: 

CILO  

1 write coherent academic texts using lexico-grammatical choices appropriate to the 

task, benchmarked against international standards 

2 accurately summarise in writing the ideas of others  

3 demonstrate an appropriate reading ability, benchmarked against international 

standards, to comprehend, analyse, synthesise and evaluate authentic texts in 
academic settings 

4 recognise and interpret the discourse patterns and lexico-grammatical choices in 

academic texts 

5 select and appropriately integrate relevant information from other sources into 

written texts 

6 discover the conventions of academic writing through self-directed and classroom 

learning, and use these in their own writing  

 

C. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs)  

The following are designed to help students achieve the CILOs: 

CILO In this course students will work individually, in pairs and in groups to: 

1, 2 produce accurate, cohesive academic writing through a process of  drafting, editing and 

peer review  

1, 2 practise paraphrasing and summarizing skills in an academic context 

 

3, 4, 6 

apply reading strategies appropriate to the task such as distinguishing between factual 

and non-factual information, deducing the meaning of unfamiliar vocabulary, skimming 
and scanning, and inference skills 

3, 4, 6 examine textual features such as vocabulary choice, collocation, ellipsis and sentence 
structure to determine how these contribute to the construction of English texts 

4, 6 do focused activities to heighten awareness and understanding of lexico-grammatical 

accuracy  

1, 2, 3, 

4, 6 

acquire and put into use effective strategies to collect, record, recycle and broaden 

academic vocabulary 

1, 2, 3, 

4, 5 

practise reading and writing as part of a small-scale research project.  

1, 2, 3, 

4, 5 

monitor and evaluate their own language performance in order to develop an awareness 

of their language needs 

1, 2, 3, 
4, 5, 6 

do focused activities to acquire the skills needed to develop their English independently 

 

Throughout all teaching and learning activities students will be expected to participate 
actively in evaluating their own and other people’s work, receiving and providing 
feedback, and using this to help them improve. 
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D. Assessment Tasks/Activities 

There are two coursework assessments and an end-of-course examination. 

The following tasks are designed to assess how well students achieve the CILOs. 

The criteria for all the assessments for EAP are written in accordance with the local 
context and benchmarked against international standards. 

 

Coursework Assessment One (10%) 

i. Assessment Task Description 

 Students will write an argumentative essay on a given topic. A process writing approach 
will be used: 1) students compose and submit an initial draft for peer feedback; 2) 
students provide peer feedback to one another, using a set of given criteria; 3) in light 
of this peer feedback, students submit a second draft for teacher feedback; 4) in light 
of teacher feedback, a final draft is submitted and formally assessed. Through the 
writing of multiple drafts, the sharing of peer feedback, and response to teacher 
feedback, students will discover the strengths and weaknesses of their academic writing 
knowledge and skills, and improve their writing accordingly.  

ii. CILOs Assessed 

 This task assesses students’ ability to: 

 write coherent academic texts using lexico-grammatical choices appropriate to the 

task, benchmarked against international standards (CILO 1) 

         

Coursework Assessment Two (20%) 

i. Assessment Task Description 

 Students will read one or more academic texts and  

- answer questions that assess their standard of reading and mastery of language skills 

- write an academic essay 

ii. CILOs Assessed 

  write coherent academic texts using lexico-grammatical choices appropriate to the 
task, benchmarked against international standards (CILO 1) 

  demonstrate an appropriate reading ability, benchmarked against international 

standards, to comprehend, analyse, synthesise and evaluate authentic texts in 
academic settings (CILO 3) 

 recognise and interpret the discourse patterns and lexico-grammatical choices in 
academic texts (CILO 4) 

 select and appropriately integrate relevant information from other sources into 
written texts (CILO 5) 

 

        Coursework Assessment Three (15%) 

i. Assessment Task Description 

 Students will complete a small-scale research project. They will formulate an opinion 
through reading and provide support for that opinion in a coherent piece of academic 
writing. 

A process writing approach will be used: 1) students compose and submit an initial 
draft for peer feedback; 2) students provide peer feedback to one another, using a set 
of given criteria; 3) in light of this peer feedback, students submit a second draft for 
teacher feedback; 4) in light of teacher feedback, a final draft is submitted and formally 
assessed. Through the writing of multiple drafts, the sharing of peer feedback, and 
response to teacher feedback, students will discover the strengths and weaknesses of 
their academic writing knowledge and skills, and improve their writing accordingly. 
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ii. CILOs Assessed 

 This task assesses students’ ability to: 

 write coherent academic texts using lexico-grammatical choices appropriate to the 
task, benchmarked against international standards (CILO 1) 

 accurately summarise in writing the ideas of others (CILO 2) 

 demonstrate an appropriate reading ability, benchmarked against international 
standards, to comprehend, analyse, synthesise and evaluate authentic texts in 

academic settings (CILO 3) 

 recognise and interpret the discourse patterns and lexico-grammatical choices in 
academic texts (CILO 4) 

 select and appropriately integrate relevant information from other sources into 
written texts (CILO 5) 

 

        End-of-Course Examination (55%) 

i. Assessment Task Description 

 Students will read one or more academic texts and  

- answer questions that assess their standard of reading and mastery of language skills 

- write a summary 

- write an academic essay 

 

ii. CILOs Assessed 

  write coherent academic texts using lexico-grammatical choices appropriate to the 

task, benchmarked against international standards (CILO 1) 

  accurately summarise in writing the ideas of others (CILO 2) 

  demonstrate an appropriate reading ability, benchmarked against international 

standards, to comprehend, analyse, synthesise and evaluate authentic texts in 
academic settings (CILO 3) 

  recognise and interpret the discourse patterns and lexico-grammatical choices in 

academic texts (CILO 4) 

  select and appropriately integrate relevant information from other sources into 

written texts (CILO 5) 

 

 

E. Grading of Student Achievement 

 A+, A, A-, B+, B …  

Part III 

Keyword Syllabus: NA 

Recommended Reading Text(s): NIL 

Online Resources: e-Learning Platform 

 


