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Information on a Course 
offered by Department of Asian and International Studies 

with effect from Semester A in 2012-13 

 

 
Part I 
 

Course Title: Introduction to India 

Course Code: AIS4132 

Course Duration: One semester 

No. of Credit Units: 3 

Level:  B4 

Medium of Instruction:  English 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)  
AIS3123 Theories of Development 
(Pre-requisties w.e.f. Semester A 2012/13) 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title) Nil 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and 
Title)  Nil 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and 
Title) Nil 

 
Part II  
 
1.  Abstract 
 

This is an introduction to the main political, economic and social developments that have 

taken place in India since the turn of the 20th century, with a principal focus on the 

contemporary period. Current affairs issues such as: education, popular culture, caste 

reservation system, environment and energy, and international relations (with China, 

Pakistan, and the USA) – will also be extensively covered. This course is designed to foster a 

broad understanding of contemporary India, its domestic and international affairs. 

 
2.  Course Aims 
 

This course aims to provide students with an overview of some of the key issues and events 

in India’s late colonial, independence and contemporary periods, and to familiarize them 

with India’s main political, economic and social developments since the turn of the 20th 
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century, with principal emphasis on the contemporary period and current affairs. This 

course is designed to foster a broad understanding of contemporary India, its domestic and 

international affairs, in particular in relation to the impact of globalization, and to help 

students to develop a capacity for independent discovery-oriented research. 

 
3.  Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 
 

No. CILOs Weighting (if 
applicable) 

1. Differentiate India’s contemporary political landscape, 
economy and socio-cultural realities. 

 

2. Identify key factors, events and personalities that shaped 
India’s modernity. 

 

3. Formulate a perspective on the functioning of India’s 
democracy and political institutions. 

 

4. Evaluate the current affairs of the country and explain the 
impact of globalization on India’s economic, social and 
cultural affairs. 

 

5. Demonstrate a capacity for independent discovery 
through independent research 

 

 
4.  Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to facilitate students’ achievement of 
the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in 
this course) 

 
ILO No TLAs Hours/week (if 

applicable) 

CILO 

1-4 

Lectures: the instructor will present concepts and 

case studies on India’s colonialism, independence and 

contemporary political economy, socio-cultural issues 

and current affairs. 

 

CILO 

1-5 

Class discussions: based on readings, students will 

engage in explorations of essential issues and current 

debates on specific topics, based on assigned 

readings. 

 

CILO 

1-5 

Research: students will use relevant materials to 

explore a current issue  relating to the ‘idea of India’ 

in depth. 

 

CILO 

1-5 

Creative multi-media presentations: students will 

present on specific issues in India’s current affairs, 

based on media content. 
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5.  Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(Indicative of likely activities and tasks designed to assess how well the students achieve 
the CILOs. Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in 
this course) 

 
Type of Assessment 
Tasks/Activities 

Weighting CILOs to be 
addressed 

Remarks 

 
Attendance and 
participation 

 
15% 

 
1-4 

Students will be evaluated on the 
quality of their remarks in 
discussions and comments other 
students’ presentations every week.  

 
Multi-media 
Presentation 

 
30% 

 
1-4 

Students will be assessed according 
to their ability to single out key 
issues in a selected topic and 
analyze them critically. Presentation 
structure and content quality will 
also be taken into consideration. 

Mid-term Quiz 25% 1-4 Quizzes will test students’ ability to 
identify and analyze key events, 
figures and processes comprising 
the core content of the course. 
There will be factual as well as 
essay questions.  

Original paper on ‘The 
Idea of India’ 

30% 1-4 A take-home research assignment 
on a major topic of the course. The 
task will assess students’ ability to 
work independently and critically 
on an important topic in India’s 
history and current affairs. It will 
test students’ breadth of reading on 
a topic, their ability to structure 
analysis and write clearly. 
[Conditional assignment: under 100 
students. If this number is 
exceeded, a final quiz based on the 
same learning content will be 
substituted] 

 



  

 

 4 

6.  Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic 
Regulations 
 

Letter 
Grade 

Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A-/A/A+ Demonstrates high level of conceptual thinking reflected in tutorial 
performance, written work, and quiz performance. Evidence of ability to 
fully comprehend and critique lecture and reading material. Student is 
able to form sophisticated arguments and drawn insightful conclusions.  

B-/B/B+ Demonstrates good ability to think conceptually and to perform in 
tutorials, written assignments, and quizzes. Student is able to form 
plausible arguments and reasonably convincing conclusions.  

C-/C/C+ 
 

Demonstrates incomplete/marginal ability to analyze material presented 
in lectures and readings. While the student has attended tutorials and 
quizzes, performance has been below class average.  

D Indicates that the student has comprehended little of the material 
presented in lectures and readings. The student has participated little in 
tutorials and performed poorly in quizzes. Written work, if submitted, 
has been of a low standard. 

F Indicates that through poor learning or lack of effort, the student has 
failed to demonstrate even a minimal capacity to analyze concepts and 
theories. The students has failed even to attend most tutorials and 
performed very poorly in, or even failed to sit quizzes. Written work, if 
submitted, has been of a poor standard or plagiarized.  

 
 
Part III 

 

Keyword Syllabus: India; caste system; caste reservations; Hinduism; British Raj; 

colonialism; Mahatma Gandhi; Jawaharlal Nehru; economic nationalism; National Congress; 

Partition; Independence; communalism; secularism; mixed economy; Green Revolution; 

Bharat Janata Party (BJP); Hindutva; economic liberalization; business outsourcing; 

non-resident Indians (NRIs); diaspora.  

 

Course Texts 

De Votta, Neil. 2009. Understanding Contemporary India. Lynne Rienner Publishers. 

 
 
Recommended Reading 

Bardhan, Pranab. 1998. The political economy of development in India, New York: Oxford 

University Press. 

Bayly, C.A. 1988. Indian society and the making of the British Empire, New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Bayly, Susan. 1999. Caste, society and politics in India from eighteenth century to the 

modern age, New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Das, Gurcharan. 2000. India Unbound, G. Das, Knopf. 

Dreze, Jean and Amartya Sen. 1995. India, economic development and social opportunity, 
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Delhi: Oxford University Press. 

Emmott, Bill. 2008. Rivals: how the power struggle between China, India and Japan will 

shape our next decade, Orlando, Fla.: Harcourt. 

Frankel, Francine (ed.). 2002. Transforming India: social and political dynamics of 

democracy, New York: Oxford University Press. 

Gupta, Dipankar. 2009. The caged phoenix: can India fly? Chapter 1, Stanford, CA: Stanford 

University Press. 

Jaffrelot, Christophe. 1996. The Hindu nationalist movement in India, New York: Columbia 

University Press. 

Jenkins, Rob. 2004. Democratic politics and economic reform in India, New York: Cambridge 

University Press. 

Kohli, Atul, (ed.). 2001. The success of India’s democracy, New York: Cambridge University 

Press. 

LaRue, Steven (ed.). 1997. The India handbook, Chicago/ London: Fitzroy Dearborn 

Publishers. 

Lee, John. 2010. BusinessWeek: India’s edge over China: soft power. Bloomberg L.P. 

(http://www.businessweek.com/globalbiz/content/jun2010/gb20100617_150774.htm) 

Luce, Edward. 2007. In spite of the Gods: the strange rise of modern India, Chinese 

translation Doubleday. 

Metcalf, Thomas. 1995. Ideologies of the Raj, New York: Cambridge University Press. 

Nayar, Baldev Raj. 2003. India in the world order: searching for major-power status, 

Cambridge University Press. 

Panagariya, Arvind. 2010. India: the emerging giant, pp. 22-77, Oxford University Press.  

Pandey, Gyanendra. 2001. Remembering partition: violence, nationalism, and history in 

India, Cambridge University Press. 

Parel, Anthony (ed.). 2002. Gandhi, freedom, and self-rule, Lanham, MD: Lexington Books. 

Pavan, Varma. 2007. The great Indian middle class, Penguin Books. 

The Economist. 2010. India’s languishing countryside: a village in a million, The Economist 

Newspaper Limited. (http://www.economist.com/node/17723052) 

Vora, R. and S. Palshikar (eds.). 2004. Indian democracy: meanings and practices, Thousand 

Oaks, CA: Sage Publications. 

Washbrook, David. 1981. “Law, state and society in colonial India”, Modern Asian Studies 

vol. 15, pp. 649-60, Cambridge University Press.  

 

Online Resources:  

http://www.india.gov.in/ 
http://www.in.reuters.com/finance/economy/ 
http://www.timesofindia.indiatimes.com/ 
http://www.indiaculture.nic.in/ 


