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Part I 
 

Course Title: Political Sociology 

Course Code: AIS4045 

Course Duration: One semester 

Credit Units: 3 

Level:  B4 

Medium of Instruction:  English 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)  NIL 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title) NIL 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title)  
AIS2014 Contemporary Political 
Sociology 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title) N/A 

 
Part II  
 
1. Abstract 
Political sociology is a broad field of study that concerns the sources and implications of 
social power across many different spheres of social life. Political sociology examines power, 
freedom, and authority in relation to politics and the state; but political sociology 
understands power and politics as phenomena that extend well beyond conventional 
understandings of politics or the state. Through this course, students will be able to gain an 
introductory understanding of political sociology and its value for understanding the 
contemporary world.   
 
This course is divided into three parts. The first part of the course considers core concepts 
and theoretical traditions in political sociology. Power, freedom, and authority relations are 
considered, as are the meaning of politics. Several theoretical traditions in political sociology 
are considered, including elite perspectives, pluralism, and various strains of conflict theory.  
Students will be invited to consider the ways in which power, freedom, and authority are 
manifested in the social relations that shape their own lives and times. Students will discover 
that politics is by no means limited a certain section of a newspaper; they will see how, in 
practical terms, politics is inescapable.   
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Power and authority are most obviously manifested in familiar social and political 
institutions, such as the modern nation-state and its constituent parts, and in political 
processes, such as elections, and the implementation of state policies. The second section 
examines the development and transformation of the modern state, including processes of 
state formation, the state’s changing relation to economic processes and institutions, the 
comparative development of state structures in the global north and south, and the 
ideological processes that legitimize political rule and government authority.  
 
Through the analysis of political regimes, students will learn to distinguish between 
‘totalitarian,’ ‘authoritarian’ and ‘democratic’ political systems and why these labels are 
frequently unsatisfactory. Special attention is given to the relation between the state, social 
class, and ideology, as well as the political significance of gender, ethnicity, and racism. 
Social movements, citizenship, and social policy regimes will also addressed in brief.  
 
The final section of the class focuses on civil society and the public sphere, with special 
attention to social movements, media and the state, and youth in politics. A comparative 
historical perspective is brought to bear on contemporary politics with a focus on the 
interplay between institutions and agency. There will be critical examination and comparison 
of empirical cases of civil society, the ‘public sphere,’ and youth in politics in light of classical 
and contemporary social theory. In so doing, students are invited to extend concepts and 
theoretical traditions in political sociology and to the analysis of contemporary politics, and 
to explore how different kinds of politics affect them. Students will demonstrate their ability 
to think about politics and political processes in sociological perspective.   
 
 
2. Course Aims: 
 
Power and authority are fundamental aspects of social life. They are manifested in virtually 
all forms of social relations. Power and authority are most obviously manifested in political 
institutions, such as the modern nation-state, and in political processes, such as elections 
and social movements. This course examines power and authority focusing on but going 
beyond the state and politics. Through the course, students will be able to gain an 
introductory understanding of political sociology and to discover how power works in a 
variety of settings.  
 
This course aims to engage students in theoretically grounded empirical investigations of 
power and politics in Asia. The course introduces students to core concepts and theoretical 
debates in political sociology and extends these to an analysis of political processes in a 
variety of settings. The course is explicitly concerned with the evaluation of different 
theoretical perspectives in light of empirical conditions and changes.  
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3. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 
No. CILOs 

1. Explain core concepts in political sociology, including power, politics, and the state; 
 

2. Demonstrate familiarity with major theoretical traditions in political sociology; 
 

3. Articulate explanations of continuity and change in political institutions in Asia; 
 

4 Employ sociological perspectives to independently investigate aspects of power and 
politics in the contemporary context; 
 

5. Communicate findings effectively in oral and written formats 
 

 
 

4. Teaching and learning Activities (TLAs) 
(designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs) 

Indicative of likely activities and tasks students will undertake to learn in this course.  Final details will be 
provided to students in their first week of attendance in this course. 

 
ILO No TLAs 

CILO 1, 2, 3 Lectures  
Introduce and illustrate concepts, theories, studies through use of 
diverse pedagogical strategies 
 

CILO 1, 2, 3 Tutorials 
Provide students structured opportunities to articulate ideas 
concerning politics and political sociology and relate these to their 
own experiences 
 

CILO 2 Readings  
Weekly readings aim to provide a mix of scholarly and popular 
writings concerning various course themes. 
 
 

CILO 1-5 Short individual assignments (6)  
Students are required to submit two page written assignments 
that explore their own ideas in light of material presented in the 
lectures and readings. 
 

CILO 1-5 Quiz 
 
Students reflect upon, articulate ideas learned in the course 
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5. Assessment Tasks/Activities 
 

          
 

Type of assessment tasks/activities 

 

 

 

 

Total 

 

Short 

assignments 

Tutorial 

discussions 
Term Paper Quiz 

 

30 percent 

 

 

10 percent 

 

 

30 percent 

 

 

30 percent 

 

 

100 % 

 

 
 
 
6. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations (Attachment) 

and to the Explanatory Notes. 
 

A-/A/A+ Showing a high level of abstract or divergent thinking which has enabled 
the student to generalise to new concepts and contexts; applying or 
draw conclusion that are original by bringing phenomena under existing 
concepts or by being highly reflective; outstanding demonstration of 
ability to analyze issues covered in the courses by using those concepts 
and theories; excellent use of sources of information; effective use of 
format and structure in presentation of results and analysis; evidence of 
wide reading.   

B-/B/B+ Good demonstrations of ability to analyze issues covered in the courses 
by using those concepts and theories; the important points are covered 
and good arguments are put up; good use of sources of information; 
and effective use of format and structure in presentation of results and 
analysis. The literature is covered and shows selectivity and judgement 
in what is important. 

C-/C/C+ 
 

Marginally adequate or flawed demonstration of ability to analyze 
issues covered in the courses by using those concepts and theories; 
show marginal understanding to some of the aspects of the material, 
but there is little transformation of sources and the work tends to be 
characterised more as an assimilation of material rather than its 
integration; overall, flaws and shortcomings are notable, and 
considerable improvement is desirable.  

D The student indicates that he/she understand a few basic aspects of the 
course, but the work includes a heavy reliance on retelling of source 
materials with minimal transformation.  Many or major shortcomings 
are notable, and major improvements in performance are necessary for 
successful graduation.  

F Through poor learning or lack of effort, failure to demonstrate minimal 
level of ability in using concepts and theories, getting and presenting 
relevant information, and producing outputs which demonstrate 
minimal competence.  
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Part III   
 
Keyword Syllabus: 

Changing definitions of politics and power: Marxist tradition, Weberian tradition, 
discourse theory, cultural politics; globalization as post-modernization; displacement of 
the sovereign nation-state; the politicization of the social: resource mobilization theory 
and beyond, new social movement; citizenship and contesting rights: sex/gender, 
poverty, ethnicity; post-modernity and radical democracy. 
 

Indicative list of readings (actual readings vary) 
 

Adams, Julia. 1999. “Culture in Rational-Choice Theories of State-Formation,” pp. 98-122 in 
State/Culture, State-Formation after the Cultural Turn, edited by George Steinmetz. 
Cornell, Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 
 
Allen, J. et al. 1992. Political and economic forms of modernity. Cambridge: Polity Press in 
association with the Open University.  
 
Amenta, Edwin and Yvonne Zylan. 1991. “It Happened There: Political Opportunity, The 
New Institutionalism, and the Townsend Movement,” American Sociological Review, 56: 
250-265. 
 
Aya, Rod. 1979. “Theories of Revolution Reconsidered,” Theory and Society, 8(1): 39-99. 
Davies, James Chowning. 1962. "Toward a Theory of Revolution," American Sociological 
Review 27: 5-18. 
 
Burstein, Paul. 1991. “Legal Mobilization as a Social Movement Tactic: The Struggle for 
Equal Employment Opportunity,” American journal of Sociology, 96: 1201-1225. 
 
Downing, Brian. 1992. The Military Revolution and Political Change: Origins of Democracy 
and Autocracy in Early Modern Europe. Princeton: Princeton University Press. 
 
Gamson, William and David S. Meyer. 1996. “Framing Political Opportunity,” in Douglas 
McAdam, John D. McCarthy and Mayer N. Zald (eds.): Comparative Perspectives on Social 
Movements. Cambridge. [Coursepack]  
 
Lane, J. 2006. Globalization and politics: promises and dangers. Oxon: Ashgate.  
 
Lane, J. & Ersson, S. 2005. Culture and politics: a comparative approach. Oxon: Ashgate. 
 
Luebbert, Gregory. 1991. Liberalism, Fascism, or Social Democracy. Social Classes and the 
Political Origins of Regimes in Interwar Europe. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
Introduction, Chapter 8, Conclusion. [Coursepack]  
 
Marx, Karl. 1948. Manifesto of the Communist Party. Translated by Samuel Moore; edited 
and annotated by Frederick Engels. New York : International Publishers. 
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McAdam, Douglas. 1982. Political Process and the development of Black Insurgency 1930-
1970. Chicago and London: University of Chicago Press.  
 
Nash, K. 2000. Contemporary political sociology: globalization, politics, and power. Malden, 
Mass.: Blackwell. 
 
Nash, K. 2000. Readings in contemporary political sociology. Malden, Mass.: Blackwell. 
Nash, K. & Scott, A. ed. 2004. The Blackwell companion to political sociology. Malden, 
Mass.: Blackwell. 
 
Poggi, Granfranco. 1978. The Development of the Modern State. A sociological 
Introduction. Stanford: Stanford University Press. Chapter 1. 
 
Sartori, Giovanni. 1969. “Politics, Ideology, and Belief Systems,” American Political Science 
Review, 63:398-411. [Coursepack] Therborn, Göran. 1980. The Ideology of Power and the 
Power of Ideology. London: Verso. Chapter 1. 
 
Sherman, A. & Kolker, A. 1987. The social bases of politics. Belmont, Calif.: Wadsworth. 
 
Sewell, William H. Jr. 1985. "Ideologies and Social Revolutions: Reflections on the French 
Case," Journal of Modern History 57: 56-85. [Coursepack] 
 
Swidler, Ann. 1986. "Culture in Action: Symbols and Strategies." American Sociological 
Review 51: 273-286. [Coursepack] McCarthy, John D. and Mayer N. Zald. 1977. "Resources 
Mobilization and Social Movements: A Partial Theory," American Journal of Sociology 82: 
1212-1239. [Coursepack] 
 
Taylor, Michael. 1988. “Rationality and Revolutionary Collective Action.” Pp. 63-97 in 
Rationality and Revolution, edited by Michael Taylor. Cambridge: Cambridge University 
Press. [Coursepack]  
 
Traugott, Mark. 2002. Armies of the Poor: Determinants of Working-Class Participation in 
the Parisian Insurrection of June 1848. Transaction Publishers.  
Zhao, Dingzin. 1998. “Ecologies of Social Movements: Student Mobilization during the 
1989 Prodemocracy Movement in Beijing,” American Journal of Sociology, 103: 1493-1529. 
 
Online Resources: 
Blackboard is used for the provision of readings (as pdf or html or Word files),  for 
Discussions Forums, and to provide links to external web-based material.   

  


