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Part I 

Course Title: 
Problem-based Studies of  

Selected Asian Societies and Regions II 

Course Code: AIS3042 

Course Duration: One semester 

Credit Units: 3 

Level:  B3 

Medium of Instruction:  English 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)  Nil 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title) Nil 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title)  Nil 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title) Nil 

 

Part II  

1. Abstract: 

This course will provide students with advanced understanding of a particular Asian 

society or region. It trains students to conduct in-depth analysis of the selected Asian 

society or region by using problem-based learning method. With the guidance of the 

instructor, students explore important problems of the region. Through both individual 

and team work, students will demonstrate the ability to identity, analyse, appraise and 

discuss these current issues in innovative ways. The acquired knowledge and skills will 

enhance students’ employability in organizations working on regional projects.  
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2.  

 Course Aims   

This course aims to engage students in in-depth study and analysis of a selected Asian 

society or region by way of problem-based learning. Students will be introduced to 

historical backgrounds and a variety of theme-based issues. Students will work on 

individual assignments as well as collaborate in small groups to identify problems they 

are most interested in and propose possible solutions. Students will learn how to 

communicate effectively and engage in research activities, which require them to 

articulate different perspectives, appraise problems and offer ways of resolving them. 

These skills will enhance students’ employability in organizations working on regional 

projects.  

 

3 Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

No. CILOs Weighting (if 
applicable) 

1. Examine the historical background and the 
current situation of a variety of important issues 
in a selected Asian society or region 

 

2. Acquire knowledge and skills in identifying 
problems in the selected society or region, 
analyzing the causes of the problems, and 
providing innovative solutions to the problems 

 

3. Strengthen oral presentation and report-writing 
skills  

 

4. Identify and reflect on the social and ethical 
dimensions of the identified problems of the 
society  

 

5. Demonstrate ability to solve problems through 
discovery and innovative ways 

 

 

 2 



AIS3042 

4 Teaching and learning Activities (TLAs) 

ILO No TLAs Hours/week (if 
applicable) 

CILO 1 Lectures on the history, politico-economic 
and socio-cultural transformation of the 
chosen society or region and different 
perspectives in the study of pertinent issues 
in its cultural, social, economic and political 
development 

 

CILO 2 Individual work – students will conduct 
research and writing assignments which 
contributes to the group assignment 

 

 

CILO 
3-5 

Team work – students will form small groups 
and work together a problem-based project 
in which they connect the different issues 
raised in the individual work. They can thus 
discover the reasons for various problems 
and consider different solutions as well as 
obstacles to solving these problems.  

 

 

CILO 
3-5 

Feedback and suggestions from the instructor 
and fellow students will enable both 
individuals and groups to work on the 
materials again and revise and write into a 
decent report to summarize their problem-
based analysis. 
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5 Assessment Tasks/Activities 

Type of 
Assessment 
Tasks/Activities 

Weighting ILOs to be 
addressed 

Remarks 

Individual 
assignment(s) or 
test 

20% 1 To determine how familiar students 
are with the history, interest groups, 
economic structures, etc. 

‘Work in progress’ 
presentation 

30% 1-5 To assess students’ ability to identify 
problems.  

Feedback on 
‘work in progress’ 
by fellow students 

10% 3,4 To assess students’ ability to appraise 
the pertinent issues of the chosen 
society or region. 

Final report of 
problem-based 
study 

40% 1-5 To assess students’ ability to identify 
problems, to analyse the causes and 
to provide solutions. 

 

6 Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic 

Regulations (Attachment) and to the Explanatory Notes. 

 

Letter Grade Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 
A 
A-  

Strong evidence of excellent conceptual understanding of course 
material; excellent organization in written work and presentation; 
critical and sophisticated analysis of the issues under discussion; 
active and informed participation in class and tutorials. 

 

B+ 
B 
B-  

Evidence of good understanding of course material; good 
organization in written work and presentation; able to analyse 
materials under review; active participation in class and tutorials. 

 

C+ General understanding of course material; reasonable fluency in 
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C 
C-  

written assignment and general ability to respond to questions 
about the subject matters of the course. 

 

D Insufficient understanding of course material; limited 
participation in discussions; some evidence showing that the 
student is able to progress without repeating the course. 

 

F Little evidence of familiarity with course material and subject 
matters related to the course; weakness in analysis and 
organization of written work; low participation in discussions; 
negligible attendance and participation. 

 

 

Part III   

 

Keyword Syllabus: 

 

Students will focus on one or more Asian societies or regions. 

In this problem-based studies course, students will: 

- identify a problem or a cluster of related problems; 

- understand why this is a problem; 

- ask whose problem this is; 

- ask why the problem exists;  

- locate the problem in time and place; 

- consider solutions to the problem; and  

- evaluate the feasibility of the solutions. 
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Recommended Reading: 

 

A separate reading list will be complied for each selected society or region. The following 
recommended readings are references on problem-based learning, research and writing. 

Baptiste, S. E., 2003. Problem-based Learning: A Self-directed Journey. Thorofare, N.J.: 
SLACK.  

Berry, R., 2004. The Research Project: How to Write it. London: Routledge. 

Dochartaigh, N. Ó., 2002. The Internet Research Handbook: A Practical Guide for Students 
and Researchers in the Social Sciences. London: SAGE. 

O'Leary, Z., 2005. Researching Real-world Problems : A Guide to Methods of Inquiry. 
Thousand Oaks: SAGE. 

Redman, P., 2001. Good Essay Writing : A Social Sciences Guide. London : Open University in 
association with SAGE. 
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