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City University of Hong Kong 
Course Syllabus 

 
offered by Department of English 

with effect from Semester A in 2015 / 2016 
 
 

 
Part I Course Overview  
 

Course Title: 

 
University English 

Course Code: 

 
GE1401 

Course Duration: 

 
1 Semester 

Credit Units: 

 
3 

Level: 

 
B1 

Proposed Area: 
(for GE courses only) 

  Arts and Humanities 

  Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 
X GE English 

Medium of 
Instruction:  

 
English 

Medium of 
Assessment: 

 
English 

Prerequisites: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 

Grade D in HKAL Use of English or Grade 4 in 

HKDSE or successful completion of English Academic Proficiency Courses 

(EL0220, EL0222, EL0223 and EL0225 – 6 credits) or English for Academic 

Purposes (EL0200 – 6 credits)  

 

Precursors: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 
None 

Equivalent Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 
None 

Exclusive Courses: 
(Course Code and Title) 

 
None 
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Part II Course Details  
 
1. Abstract  
 (A 150-word description about the course) 
 

This course aims to give students the necessary competence in rhetoric and writing in English so that 

they can use the English language effectively to think, reason, argue and express themselves. Students 

will develop a sense of their own strengths and weaknesses as English writers and discover how they can 

make their writing more creative, innovative and persuasive. They will also learn skills in 

argumentation, debate and research, which they will be able to apply to their future academic work.  

 

This course aims to develop students’ abilities to: 

 

• read critically a variety of English texts relevant to their university studies and future careers; 

• think and write creatively, logically, and critically; 

• understand and engage in a variety of processes essential to the production of well-formed texts;  

• communicate effectively in spoken and written English in a variety of academic settings; and 

• be self-directed in their English language development. 

 
 

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 (CILOs state what the student is expected to be able to do at the end of the course according to a given standard of 

performance.) 
 

No. CILOs Weighting* 
(if 
applicable) 

Discovery-enriched 
curriculum related 
learning outcomes 
(please tick where 
appropriate) 

A1 A2 A3 
1. Read critically and understand a range of text types in 

English, using a variety of reading strategies for different 

purposes, discovering how the ideas in what they have read 

relate to their own lives and academic disciplines. 

 X   

2. Use different points of view and perspectives in their 

writing and integrate the ideas and words of others in a 

way that avoids plagiarism.  

 X   

3. Produce a range of different kinds of writing and 

multimodal texts based on purpose and audience, making 

use of various techniques including brainstorming, finding 

and evaluating information, revising, editing and 

proofreading.   

  X X 

4. Work together with others to improve their reading and 

writing through discussion, debate and peer conferencing.  

  X X 

5. Use English as a tool for discovery and self-directed 

learning.  

 X X X 



  

Course Syllabus 
Dec 2014 

 3 

 

6. Communicate orally in English in class discussions and 

videotaped assignments; listen critically and strategically. 

 X X X 

* If weighting is assigned to CILOs, they should add up to 100%. 100%    

A1: Attitude  
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong 
sense of curiosity, asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with 
teachers. 

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing 
critical thinking skills to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines 
or applying academic knowledge to self-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative 
works/new artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

 
3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 

(TLAs designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs.) 
 

TLA Brief Description  CILO No. Hours/week (if 
applicable)  1 2 3 4 5 6 

1 Reading and discussion 

Students read and discuss a range of 

written texts related to the selected topic(s) 

(e.g. journalistic, scientific, literary…etc), 

identify key ideas, authorial stances, 

rhetorical and stylistic strategies, and relate 

the ideas to their own views and 

experiences; 

X      

 

2 Research 

Students conduct research in the library, on 

the internet and in the ‘real world’, and 

select, evaluate and synthesize information 

from reading when planning to write their 

original texts; Students engage in library 

workshops or self-access workshops or 

materials to get acquainted with the 

documentation of knowledge; 

X    X  

 

3 In-class and Out-of-Class Writing 

Activities 

Students practice a variety of processes 

essential to the production of well-formed 

texts (including brainstorming, finding and 

evaluating information, drafting, revising, 

editing, and proofreading and making use 

of the feedback from teachers and peers); 

 X X  X  

 

4 Peer and Instructor Conferencing 

Students work collaboratively with 
   X X  
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teachers, peers, and instructors/teaching 

assistants in the Writing Centre in order to 

take control of and improve their writing; 

5 Speaking Practice 

Students produce a variety of spoken 

outputs (such as discussions, presentations, 

and videos) related to the selected topic 

based on readings and input sessions. 

     X 

 

 
 
4.  Assessment Tasks/Activities (ATs) 

(ATs are designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs.) 
 

Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO No. Weighting*  Remarks 
1 2 3 4 5 6 

Continuous Assessment: ____% 

Students write a descriptive 

essay, practicing their powers of 

observation and precision of 

expression as well as their ability 

to choose rhetorically effective 

details. They plan, write, revise 

and edit their work with the help 

of their teacher and classmates 

  X X   15 % 

 

Students write a personal 

statement in which they analyse 

their strengths, weaknesses, 

talents, interests and suitability 

for a particular career or major. 

  X  X  20 % 

 

Students produce a ‘Elevator 

pitch’ short video speech in 

which they highlight in a 

persuasive and rhetorically 

effective manner some of the key 

points in their personal statement 

    X X 5%  

 

Find a debate/discussion that is 

ongoing and to which you wish to 

contribute. Research the topic 

making use of academic sources 

and write your argument. You 

must write your argument from 

the position of an informed 

university undergraduate student 

X X X X X  25 % 
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and as such will need to make use 

of academic conventions such as 

in-text referencing and 

incorporating other's ideas into 

your work in a way that avoids 

plagiarism. You must use at least 

3 academic sources/texts in your 

argument.  

Create an information 

visualization of some aspect of 

your argumentative essay using 

the principles and tools 

introduced in class. You may 

choose to visualize some 

information relevant to your 

argument, some aspect of your 

analysis, or the shape/structure of 

your argument itself. 

   X X X 10 % 

 

Give a talk explaining some 

aspect of your argumentative 

essay in a concise and convincing 

way using your information 

visualization as an aid. Your talk 

can last for only three minutes, 

with two minutes to answer 

questions. 

X     X 10 % 

 

Students must complete the 

weekly reading assignment prior 

to each lesson and contribute to 

class discussion and activities. 

Students also have to complete all 

out-of-class assignments given by 

teachers. Participation and 

in-class writing are part of the 

assessment. 

  X X X  15 % 

 

* The weightings should add up to 100%. 100%  
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5. Assessment Rubrics   

(Grading of student achievements is based on student performance in assessment tasks/activities with the following rubrics.) 
 

 

Assessment Task Criterion  Excellent 
(A+, A, A-) 

Good  
(B+, B, B-) 

Adequate  
(C+, C, C-) 

Marginal 
(D) 

Failure 
(F) 

Descriptive essay Task Fulfillment 
with includes: Topic 
Choice, Rhetorical 
Purpose, Use of 
Evidence and 
Support 

An excellent choice 
of topic and clear 
rhetorical purpose . 
Specific details are 
provided which are 
evidence of 
research and 
knowledge of the 
topic allowing the 
writer to avoid 
clichéd 
descriptions. 
Through the 
description the 
writer has created 
effective 
atmosphere and 
emotion and has 
made the place 
come alive to the 
reader. 

A well-chosen 
topic and clear 
rhetorical purpose. 
Most of the details 
are specific and 
concrete although 
there are some 
places where this 
lapses. The text is 
mostly successful 
at creating 
atmosphere and 
emotion to engage 
the reader but this 
is a little 
inconsistent which 
would benefit from 
further 
research/revisions. 

A problematic 
choice of topic 
which impacts on the 
overall quality and 
effectiveness of the 
description. The 
rhetorial purpose 
may be unclear. 
Many of the details 
are general and 
abstract and are in 
need of further 
research in order to 
help improve the 
quality of the text. At 
the moment the text 
lapses into clichés 
which impact on the 
experience of the 
reader which could 
be revised to 
improve the text. 

The choice of topic is 
poor and a lack of 
research/thinking about 
the topic/rhetorial 
purpose impacts on the 
overall quality of the 
description. The text 
relies too much on 
clichés and the 
descriptions are vague 
and not specific, these 
impact significantly on 
the overall text which 
is lacking in emotion 
and atmosphere. 

The task requirements 
have not been fulfilled. 
The choice of topic is 
poor and a lack of 
research/thinking about 
the topic/rhetorial 
purpose impacts on the 
overall quality of the 
description. The text 
relies too much on 
clichés and the 
descriptions are vague 
and not specific, these 
impact significantly on 
the overall text which 
is lacking in emotion 
and atmosphere. 
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(continued) Organization & 
Audience 

Very effectively 
structured so that 
the reader is easily 
able to follow the 
flow of ideas. All 
parts of the text are 
well-sequenced and 
appropriate for the 
text. The text 
moves well from 
one paragraph/idea 
to the next as a 
result the ideas are 
all accessible and 
reading is effortless. 

The text in most 
places is 
well-structured and 
the ideas are 
well-sequenced. 
Overall the reader 
is able to follow the 
writer's ideas but in 
places they may 
have to work 
harder to 
understand the 
organisation of the 
text than in others. 
Some parts of the 
text could benefit 
from further 
revision in order to 
improve the clarity 
and access to the 
writer's ideas. 

There are some 
problems with the 
overall structure and 
organisation of the 
ideas making it 
difficult in places for 
the reader to follow. 
Paragraphing is not 
100% effective in 
terms of how the 
ideas have been 
selected and 
organised. The links 
between paragraphs 
and/or the overall 
flow of ideas are also 
problematic and 
areas that would 
benefit from 
significant revision. 

The organisation is 
poor and as a result the 
text is confusing. Little 
attention has been 
given to the needs of 
the reader and the 
ideas, as a result, are 
difficult to follow. The 
structure of the text and 
the sequencing of the 
ideas need to be revised 
in order to make the 
text more coherent and 
the ideas more 
accessible to the reader. 

The organization does 
not fulfil the 
requirements of the 
task. The organisation 
is poor and as a result 
the text is confusing. 
Little attention has 
been given to the needs 
of the reader and the 
ideas, as a result, are 
difficult to follow. The 
structure of the text and 
the sequencing of the 
ideas need to be 
revised in order to 
make the text more 
coherent and the ideas 
more accessible to the 
reader. 
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(continued) Grammar, Sentence 
structure and 
Vocabulary 

The text has hardly 
any grammatical 
errors and the 
sentences are highly 
effective and 
efficient in 
conveying meaning. 
Vocabulary is 
well-chosen and 
appropriate for the 
topic. The choices 
made by the writer 
make the text 
effortless and 
enjoyable to read. 

There are a few 
grammatical errors 
in terms of tense 
and word form that 
could be revised 
but overall these do 
not impact too 
heavily on the 
reader. There are 
places where the 
sentencing is very 
effective but this is 
not consistent 
throughout the text 
and this is also the 
same for word 
choice. In places 
the vocabulary may 
not be the best 
choice/use. 

There are a number 
of errors in the text 
in terms tense, word 
form and other 
grammatical issues. 
There are places 
where sentences may 
be overly long and/or 
too short which may 
interrupt the 
meaning and cause 
the reader difficulty 
in terms of 
understanding your 
ideas. 

The number of 
grammatical errors in 
the text impacts 
significantly on the 
clarity of the text. 
Sentence structure 
and/or length are also 
areas that need revision 
as well as the inclusion 
of incomplete 
sentences. Vocabulary 
has not been 
well-chosen and does 
not fit the topic, overall 
the choices made by 
the writer make it very 
difficult for the reader 
to follow and enjoy the 
text. 

The proficiency level 
does meet the 
requirements of the 
task. The number of 
grammatical errors in 
the text impacts 
significantly on the 
clarity of the text. 
Sentence structure 
and/or length are also 
areas that need revision 
as well as the inclusion 
of incomplete 
sentences. Vocabulary 
has not been 
well-chosen and does 
not fit the topic, overall 
the choices made by 
the writer make it very 
difficult for the reader 
to follow and enjoy the 
text. 
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Personal statement Task Fulfillment 
with includes: Topic 
Choice, Rhetorical 
Purpose, Use of 
Evidence and 
support 

This is an analytical 
and convincing text 
in which you show 
good insight into 
the areas of study 
that interest you, as 
well as your own 
personal skills and 
attributes. The text 
shows clear 
evidence that you 
have done research 
to understand 
different aspects of 
yourself as well as 
your intended 
major/career. As a 
result you are able 
to provide clear and 
valid reasons for 
your intended 
studies and it is 
clear how your 
interests in this 
have developed. 

Overall the text 
does a good job of 
discussing areas of 
interest to you and 
how these link to 
your own strengths 
and qualities. You 
demonstrate that 
you have done 
some research on 
your interests and 
experiences and 
your intended 
major/career. You 
show a good level 
of understanding of 
your intended areas 
of study as well as 
some of your own 
skills and 
attributes. Whilst 
you go some way 
in linking your 
interests and 
experiences to your 
major/career there 
are places where 
the links could be 
clearer and/or more 
convincing. 

In the text you 
provide some 
description of your 
intended areas of 
study and your 
interests but this is 
vague in places and 
needs to be clarified 
further. Whilst the 
text demonstrates 
that you have done 
some research to 
explore your 
intended 
major/career and 
your own interests 
and skills it is not 
always clear how 
these complement 
each other and/or 
how they are 
connected. There are 
places where the 
reasons you put 
forward need more 
work in terms of 
research and critical 
thought in order to 
make the discussion 
more thoughtful and 
convincing. 

At the moment the text 
is unconvincing in 
terms of showing clear 
knowledge and 
understanding of your 
own personal skills and 
attributes or your 
intended area of study. 
In the text there is little 
evidence of research 
and serious thought 
about your intended 
major/career and as a 
result the text is a little 
superficial. Further 
work is needed in terms 
of the information you 
provide about your 
intended major and the 
connection between 
this and your interests 
and skills. 

The task requirements 
have not been fulfilled. 
At the moment the text 
is unconvincing in 
terms of showing clear 
knowledge and 
understanding of your 
own personal skills and 
attributes or your 
intended area of study. 
In the text there is little 
evidence of research 
and serious thought 
about your intended 
major/career and as a 
result the text is a little 
superficial. Further 
work is needed in 
terms of the 
information you 
provide about your 
intended major and the 
connection between 
this and your interests 
and skills. 
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(continued) Organization & 
Audience 

The text is 
effectively 
structured and 
sequenced making 
it easy for the 
reader to follow the 
ideas and 
understand how the 
writer is building 
the argument. Each 
paragraph contains 
a main point that is 
well-developed and 
explained and 
relevant/necessary 
to the argument. 
Appropriate 
signaling devices 
have been used to 
help guide the 
reader through the 
text. 

Overall the 
argument is 
well-structured and 
the sequencing 
allows the reader to 
follow the ideas. In 
places the reader 
may have to work 
harder to follow the 
ideas than in 
others, highlighting 
areas for possible 
revision. Overall 
paragraphing is 
good and helps the 
reader understand 
the writer's points 
but there are places 
where the focus 
could be 
strengthened to 
improve clarity. 
Signaling devices 
are largely 
well-used to inform 
and guide the 
reader through the 
text. 

There are places 
where the structure 
and organisation is 
okay but there are 
places that have 
problems in terms of 
clarity and logic. 
There are paragraphs 
that suffer from 
having too many 
ideas in them which 
make them difficult 
to follow and which 
may need to be more 
clearly focused to be 
effective. Signaling 
devices are 
underused and/or 
confusing which 
means that the reader 
has to work hard to 
make their own links 
and connections in 
the text. 

Overall poor and 
confusing organization 
makes the text very 
difficult to follow. 
Little attention has 
been given to the 
paragraphing and 
sequencing of 
information and as 
such there is no 
obvious logic to the 
text. Signaling devices 
are poorly used 
creating further 
difficulty for the 
reader. 

The organization does 
not fulfil the 
requirements of the 
task. Overall poor and 
confusing organization 
makes the text very 
difficult to follow. 
Little attention has 
been given to the 
paragraphing and 
sequencing of 
information and as 
such there is no 
obvious logic to the 
text. Signaling devices 
are poorly used 
creating further 
difficulty for the 
reader. 
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(continued) Grammar, Sentence 

structure and 

Vocabulary 

The text has few 
errors in terms of 
grammar and word 
choice. Sentencing 
is very effective 
with a good range 
of sentence types 
being used. These 
not only add variety 
to the text but also 
serve clear purposes 
in terms of 
structuring/ordering 
the text. The 
vocabulary used is 
appropriate to the 
topic and to the 
genre and 
contributes to the 
effectiveness and 
clarity of the 
argument. 

Overall the text is 
largely accurate 
and grammatical 
errors tend not to 
impact too 
significantly on the 
reader. In places 
the clarity of the 
sentences can be 
improved which 
may be as a result 
of sentences that 
are too long, too 
short, incomplete 
and/or redundant. 
The vocabulary is 
largely appropriate 
for the topic and 
the genre but in 
places some 
choices may need 
to be reviewed in 
terms of accuracy 
and effectiveness 

A moderate number 
of errors in grammar 
make it difficult at 
times to follow the 
writer's meaning and 
intentions. The range 
and accuracy of 
sentences is a 
problem with parts 
of the texts being 
unclear at the 
sentence level. 
Sentences may be 
overlong and too 
complicated to read 
with ease, too short 
and missing key 
details, incomplete 
and/or lacking in a 
clear 
purpose/function in 
the text. Vocabulary 
is also inconsistent 
and there are places 
where the words 
used are not 
appropriate to the 
topic, genre or the 
purpose of the text 
and which cause 
difficulty for the 
reader in terms of 
following the 
argument. 

A large number of 
errors in the text make 
it difficult to follow 
and understand the text. 

The proficiency level 
does meet the 
requirements of the 
task. There are 
significant problems 
with tense, word order 
and other grammatical 
features of the text. 
Sentences are also not 
used effectively which 
mean that ideas are not 
being clearly presented 
and communicated. 
Word choice in many 
places is not 
appropriate and/or 
accurate and these 
problems cause the 
reader great difficulty 
in terms of 
understanding and 
following the ideas of 
the writer. 
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'Elevator pitch' short 
video 

Task Fulfillment; 
Organization and 
Audience; 
Grammar, Sentence 
Structure, and 
Vocabulary  

An engaging and 
highly effective 
pitch containing 
well-selected and 
appropriate 
information. The 
information is very 
well-sequenced and 
the delivery is 
excellent in terms 
of accuracy and 
fluency of language 
used as well as in 
terms of tone and 
pace. The setting, 
body language, and 
engagement with 
the audience are 
also appropriate and 
effective adding to 
the overall success 
of the pitch. 

Overall this is a 
good pitch 
containing 
interesting 
information that is 
mostly 
well-sequenced and 
well-presented. The 
talk is largely 
fluent and minor 
errors in language 
choice and 
grammar do not 
impact on the 
overall meaning 
and understanding. 
The staging of the 
pitch has also been 
thought about but 
aspects of the 
setting, body 
language and/or 
engagement with 
the audience are 
not always 100% 
appropriate and 
could be reviewed 
to improve the 
overall 
effectiveness of the 
pitch. 

This is a somewhat 
effective pitch. The 
information 
presented is 
interesting although 
there are some 
problems with the 
way that it is 
sequenced and/or its 
relevance to the 
audience. The talk 
demonstrates a fair 
degree of 
competence in 
spoken English but 
at times fluency or 
inaccuracies in 
grammar, vocabulary 
or pronunciation 
interfere with 
comprehension. 
There are some 
problems with the 
staging of the pitch 
in terms of the 
effectiveness and 
appropriateness of 
the setting, body 
language and 
engagement with the 
audience. 

This is an ineffective 
pitch in terms of 
content, delivery and 
the overall staging. The 
information presented 
needs to be revised in 
terms of its 
appropriateness for the 
audience/task as well 
as the way it is 
sequenced and 
delivered to the 
audience. In places the 
talk is unclear and 
grammatically 
incorrect which 
impacts significantly 
on the audience and 
understanding. The 
overall staging needs to 
be reviewed in terms of 
its appropriateness 
in-order to make the 
pitch more accessible 
to the audience. 

The task requirements 
have not been fulfilled.  

Argumentative essay Task Fulfillment 
with includes: Topic 
Choice, Rhetorical 
Purpose, Use of 
Evidence, and 
Research 

Very interesting 
and original 
proposal, excellent 
supporting points 
and convincing 
argument 

Interesting and 
original proposal, 
good supporting 
points and fairly 
convincing 
argument 

Fairly interesting. 
There may be some 
problems with the 
argument, 
organization or use 
of evidence 

Poor choice of topic 
and/or poor execution. 

The requirements of 
the task have not been 
fulfilled. Poor choice 
of topic and/or poor 
execution. 
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(continued) Organization & 
Audience 

The argument is 
very effectively 
structured and 
sequenced making 
it easy for the 
reader to follow the 
ideas and 
understand how the 
writer is building 
the argument. Each 
paragraph contains 
a main point that is 
well-developed and 
explained and 
relevant/necessary 
to the argument. 
Appropriate 
signaling devices 
have been used to 
help guide the 
reader through the 
text. 

Overall the 
argument is 
well-structured and 
the sequencing 
allows the reader to 
follow the ideas. In 
places the reader 
may have to work 
harder to follow the 
ideas than in 
others, highlighting 
areas for possible 
revision. Overall 
paragraphing is 
good and helps the 
reader understand 
the writer's points 
but there are places 
where the focus 
could be 
strengthened to 
improve clarity. 
Signaling devices 
are largely 
well-used to inform 
and guide the 
reader through the 
text. 

There are places 
where the structure 
and organisation is 
okay but there are 
places that have 
problems in terms of 
clarity and logic. 
There are paragraphs 
that suffer from 
having too many 
ideas in them which 
make them difficult 
to follow and which 
may need to be more 
clearly focused to be 
effective. Signaling 
devices are 
underused and/or 
confusing which 
means that the reader 
has to work hard to 
make their own links 
and connections in 
the text. 

Overall poor and 
confusing organization 
makes the text very 
difficult to follow. 
Little attention has 
been given to the 
paragraphing and 
sequencing of 
information and as 
such there is no 
obvious logic to the 
text. Signaling devices 
are poorly used 
creating further 
difficulty for the 
reader. 

The organization 
requirements of the 
task have not been 
fulfilled. Overall poor 
and confusing 
organization makes the 
text very difficult to 
follow. Little attention 
has been given to the 
paragraphing and 
sequencing of 
information and as 
such there is no 
obvious logic to the 
text. Signaling devices 
are poorly used 
creating further 
difficulty for the 
reader. 
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(continued) Grammar, Sentence 
structure and 
Vocabulary 

The text has few 
errors in terms of 
grammar and word 
choice. Sentencing 
is very effective 
with a good range 
of sentence types 
being used. These 
not only add variety 
to the text but also 
serve clear purposes 
in terms of 
structuring/ordering 
the text. The 
vocabulary used is 
appropriate to the 
topic and to the 
genre and 
contributes to the 
effectiveness and 
clarity of the 
argument. 

Overall the text is 
largely accurate 
and grammatical 
errors tend not to 
impact too 
significantly on the 
reader. In places 
the clarity of the 
sentences can be 
improved which 
may be as a result 
of sentences that 
are too long, too 
short, incomplete 
and/or redundant. 
The vocabulary is 
largely appropriate 
for the topic and 
the genre but in 
places some 
choices may need 
to be reviewed in 
terms of accuracy 
and effectiveness. 

A moderate number 
of errors in grammar 
make it difficult at 
times to follow the 
writer's meaning and 
intentions. The range 
and accuracy of 
sentences is a 
problem with parts 
of the texts being 
unclear at the 
sentence level. 
Sentences may be 
overlong and too 
complicated to read 
with ease, too short 
and missing key 
details, incomplete 
and/or lacking in a 
clear 
purpose/function in 
the text. Vocabulary 
is also inconsistent 
and there are places 
where the words 
used are not 
appropriate to the 
topic, genre or the 
purpose of the text 
and which cause 
difficulty for the 
reader in terms of 
following the 
argument. 

A large number of 
errors in the text make 
it difficult to follow 
and understand the text. 
There are significant 
problems with tense, 
word order and other 
grammatical features of 
the text. Sentences are 
also not used 
effectively which mean 
that ideas are not being 
clearly presented and 
communicated. Word 
choice in many places 
is not appropriate 
and/or accurate and 
these problems cause 
the reader great 
difficulty in terms of 
understanding and 
following the ideas of 
the writer. 
 

The proficiency level 
does meet the 
requirements of the 
task. A large number of 
errors in the text make 
it difficult to follow 
and understand the 
text. There are 
significant problems 
with tense, word order 
and other grammatical 
features of the text. 
Sentences are also not 
used effectively which 
mean that ideas are not 
being clearly presented 
and communicated. 
Word choice in many 
places is not 
appropriate and/or 
accurate and these 
problems cause the 
reader great difficulty 
in terms of 
understanding and 
following the ideas of 
the writer. 
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Information 
visualization 

Task Fulfillment; 
Organization and 
Audience; 
Grammar, Sentence 
Structure, and 
Vocabulary  

Very interesting 
and original 
information 
visualization, 
displays important 
information in a 
compelling way, 
makes effective use 
of the relevant 
technology, 
supports the 
argumentative essay 
thesis. 

Fairly interesting 
and original, 
displays important 
information in a 
mostly compelling 
way, makes good 
use of the 
technology, mostly 
supports the 
argumentative 
essay thesis. 

There may be some 
problems with the 
information 
visualization, not 
entirely interesting 
or original display, 
missing some useful 
information, does not 
always make 
effective use of the 
technology or does 
not fully support the 
argumentative essay. 

Weak information 
visualization, little 
effective information, 
poor use of the 
technology and/or poor 
execution. 

The task requirements 
have not been fulfilled. 
Weak information 
visualization, little 
effective information, 
poor use of the 
technology and/or poor 
execution. 



  
  

16 

 
Course Syllabus 
Dec 2014 

Oral 
assignment/three-minute 
talk 

Task Fulfillment 
with includes: Topic 
Choice, Rhetorical 
Purpose, and Use of 
Evidence and 
Support 

The information 
presented has been 
carefully selected 
and is highly 
appropriate and 
effective in terms of 
understanding the 
argument/ideas. 
Answers to 
questions are 
confident, 
well-structured and 
highly relevant. The 
talk demonstrates a 
high degree of 
fluency and 
accuracy in spoken 
English. Language 
choice is 
appropriate and key 
terms are explained 
to the audience. 
Overall a highly 
successful and 
effective 
explanation leaving 
the audience 100% 
clear about what the 
student did and 
why. 

The information 
presented is 
interesting 
although a focus on 
a different part of 
the argument, or a 
revision to the 
sequencing of the 
information, would 
have been a better 
choice in terms of 
understanding the 
argument/ideas. 
Answers to the 
questions are good 
and clarifications 
are provided. The 
talk is fluent and 
minor errors do not 
impact on overall 
meaning and 
understanding. 
Language choice is 
largely appropriate 
and the student 
makes use of 
self-correction and 
re-phrasing where 
necessary. Overall 
a very good 
explanation 
providing the 
audience with a 
good understanding 
of what the student 
did and why. 

The information 
presented is 
interesting although 
not 100% relevant 
leaving the audience 
with a number of 
gaps and questions. 
Answers to questions 
do not always fully 
address the points 
raised and some 
further preparation 
may be needed in 
terms of predicting 
questions and 
providing answers. 
The talk 
demonstrates a fair 
degree of 
competence in 
spoken English but 
at times fluency or 
inaccuracies in 
grammar, vocabulary 
or pronunciation 
interfere with 
comprehension. 
Overall a fairly good 
talk that has many 
good points but 
which would benefit 
from some revisions 
in terms of 
information selection 
and sequencing. 

The information 
presented is poorly 
chosen in terms of 
offering the audience 
insight and 
understanding of what 
the student was trying 
to do. Answers to 
questions are not 
always clear and 
suggests 
misunderstanding. The 
talk contains some 
significant (major) 
problems with fluency 
and/or accuracy with a 
significant impact upon 
comprehension. The 
spoken language is 
inappropriate in places 
and vocabulary items 
need to be reviewed. 
Overall the talk is 
limited in terms of 
effectively 
communicating the 
student's ideas to the 
audience and would 
benefit from substantial 
revision. 

The task requirements 
have not been fulfilled. 
The information 
presented is poorly 
chosen in terms of 
offering the audience 
insight and 
understanding of what 
the student was trying 
to do. Answers to 
questions are not 
always clear and 
suggests 
misunderstanding. The 
talk contains some 
significant (major) 
problems with fluency 
and/or accuracy with a 
significant impact upon 
comprehension. The 
spoken language is 
inappropriate in places 
and vocabulary items 
need to be reviewed. 
Overall the talk is 
limited in terms of 
effectively 
communicating the 
student's ideas to the 
audience and would 
benefit from substantial 
revision. 
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Participation and 
In-class writing 

Students are 
expected to attend 
all classes and 
participate in 
in-class writing. 

 
Very active class 
participation. 
Student shows 
consistent 
evidence of 
having 
completed 
reading 
assignments, 
makes frequent 
and insightful 
contributions to 
class discussions, 
and participates 
actively and 
conscientiously 
in group work 
and peer editing 
activities. 
In-class writing 
is impressive. 
Perfect 
attendance. 

 
Active class 
participation. 
Student shows 
evidence of 
having 
completed 
reading 
assignments, 
makes frequent 
contributions to 
class 
discussions, and 
participates 
actively and 
conscientiously 
in group work 
and peer editing 
activities. 
In-class writing 
is very good. I 
unexcused 
absence.

 

 
Moderately active 
class participation. 
Student shows 
evidence of 
having completed 
reading 
assignments, 
makes 
contributions to 
class discussions, 
and participates 
conscientiously in 
group work and 
peer editing 
activities. In-class 
writing is 
incomplete or 
weak/off topic. 1 
unexcused 
absence. 

 

 
Not very active class 
participation. 
Student shows 
evidence of not 
always having 
completed reading 
assignments, makes 
infrequent 
contributions to 
class discussions, 
and participates 
unenthusiastically in 
group work and peer 
editing activities. 
In-class writing is 
incomplete or 
weak/off topic. 2 
unexcused absences. 

 

 
Poor class 
participation. 
Student shows 
consistent evidence 
of not having 
completed reading 
assignments, makes 
few or no 
contributions to 
class discussions, 
and participates 
unenthusiastically in 
group work and peer 
editing activities. 
In-class writing is 
incomplete or 
weak/off topic. 2 or 
more unexcused 
absences.
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General Criteria for Assessment of Language Proficiency  

 

P
ro

fi
ci

en
t U

se
r 

Can understand with ease virtually everything heard or read. Can summarise and 

analyze information from different spoken and written sources, reconstructing 

arguments and accounts in a coherent presentation. Can express him/herself 

spontaneously, very fluently and precisely, differentiating finer shades of meaning 

even in more complex situations. Can create new and creative insights and texts by 

reflecting and thinking critically from reading and comprehending texts.  

Can understand a wide range of demanding, longer texts, and recognise implicit 

meaning. Can express him/herself fluently and spontaneously without much obvious 

searching for expressions. Can use language flexibly and effectively for social, 

academic and professional purposes. Can produce clear, well-structured, detailed text 

on complex subjects, showing controlled use of organisational patterns, connectors and 

cohesive devices. 

In
de

pe
nd

en
t U

se
r 

Can understand the main ideas of complex text on both concrete and abstract topics, 

including technical discussions in his/her field of specialisation. Can interact with a 

degree of fluency and spontaneity that makes regular interaction with native speakers 

quite possible without strain for either party. Can produce clear, detailed text on a wide 

range of subjects and explain a viewpoint on a topical issue giving the advantages and 

disadvantages of various options. Can create new insights and texts by reflecting and 

thinking critically from reading and comprehending texts. 

Can understand the main points of clear standard input on familiar matters regularly 

encountered in work, school, leisure, etc. Can deal with most situations likely to arise 

whilst travelling in an area where the language is spoken.  Can produce simple 

connected text on topics, which are familiar, or of personal interest. Can describe 

experiences and events, dreams, hopes & ambitions and briefly give reasons and 

explanations for opinions and plans. 

B
as

ic
 U

se
r 

Can understand sentences and frequently used expressions related to areas of most 

immediate relevance (e.g. very basic personal and family information, shopping, local 

geography, employment). Can communicate in simple and routine tasks requiring a 

simple and direct exchange of information on familiar and routine matters. Can 

describe in simple terms aspects of his/her background, immediate environment and 

matters in areas of immediate need. Can create insights and texts by reflecting and 

thinking critically from reading and comprehending texts. 

Can understand and use familiar everyday expressions and very basic phrases aimed at 

the satisfaction of needs of a concrete type. Can introduce him/herself and others and 

can ask and answer questions about personal details such as where he/she lives, people 

he/she knows and things he/she has. Can interact in a simple way provided the other 

person talks slowly and clearly and is prepared to help. 
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Part III  Other Information (more details can be provided separately in the teaching plan) 
 
1.  Keyword Syllabus 

(An indication of the key topics of the course.) 
 
Writing as a tool for discovery 

The process of writing 

Descriptive writing 

Analytical writing 

 Process 

 Cause and effect 

 Comparison/Contrast 

 Explication and exemplification 

Argumentative Writing 

Research and using evidence 

Integrating other people’s words and ideas 

Avoiding plagiarism 
 
 
2.  Reading List 
 
2.1  Compulsory Readings  

(Compulsory readings can include books, book chapters, or journal/magazine articles. There are also collections of 
e-books, e-journals available from the CityU Library.)   

 

GE1401 University English Website 

http://www.english.cityu.edu.hk/freshmanenglish 
 
 
2.2  Additional Readings  

(Additional references for students to learn to expand their knowledge about the subject.) 
 

Text(s): 

Aaron, J.E. (2008) Little, Brown Essential Handbook. Longman. 

Lester, J. (2009) The Essential Guide: Research Writing Across the Disciplines (International 

Edition). Pearson Education. 

Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. Oxford University Press. 

Ramage, J. (2008) Allyn and Bacon Guide to Writing: The Brief Edition. Longman. 

Ruggiero, V. (2009) Art of Thinking (International Edition). Pearson Education. 

Sinclair, J. (1990) Collins COBUILD English Grammar. Collins. 

Stern, L. (2006) What Every Student Should Know About Avoiding Plagiarism. 

Longman. 

Swan, M. (2005) Practical English Usage (3rd Edition). Oxford University Press. 
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Online Resources: 

Purdue University Online Writing Lab : http://owl.english.purdue.edu/ 

Paradigm Online Writing Assistant: http://www.powa.org/ 

University of Wisconsin Writer’s Handbook: http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/ 

Dartmouth Writing Programme ESL Page: 

http://www.dartmouth.edu/~writing/materials/student/special/esl.shtml 
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Please specify the Gateway Education Programme Intended Learning Outcomes (PILOs) that the course is 

aligned to and relate them to the CILOs stated in Part II, Section 2 of this form: 

 
GE PILO Please indicate which CILO(s) is/are related to this 

PILO, if any 
(can be more than one CILOs in each PILO) 

PILO 1: Demonstrate the capacity for self-directed 
learning 

1, 3, 5 

PILO 2: Explain the basic methodologies and 
techniques of inquiry of the arts and 
humanities, social sciences, business, and 
science and technology 

2, 3 

PILO 3: Demonstrate critical thinking skills 

 

1, 2, 3 

PILO 4: Interpret information and numerical data 

 

1, 2, 3 

PILO 5: Produce structured, well-organised and 
fluent text 

2, 3, 4, 5 

PILO 6: Demonstrate effective oral communication 
skills 

6 

PILO 7: Demonstrate an ability to work effectively 
in a team 

4 

PILO 8: Recognise important characteristics of 
their own culture(s) and at least one other 
culture, and their impact on global issues 

1, 2, 3 

PILO 9: Value ethical and socially responsible 
actions 

1, 2, 3 

PILO 10: Demonstrate the attitude and/or ability to 
accomplish discovery and/or innovation  

1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

GE course leaders should cover the mandatory PILOs for the GE area (Area 1: Arts and Humanities; Area 2: Study of 
Societies, Social and Business Organisations; Area 3: Science and Technology) for which they have classified their 
course; for quality assurance purposes, they are advised to carefully consider if it is beneficial to claim any coverage 
of additional PILOs. General advice would be to restrict PILOs to only the essential ones. (Please refer to the 
curricular mapping of GE programme: http://www.cityu.edu.hk/edge/ge/faculty/curricular_mapping.htm.)   

 

 
A. Please select an assessment task for collecting evidence of student achievement for quality assurance 

purposes. Please retain at least one sample of student achievement across a period of three years. 

 
Selected Assessment Task 

3. Argumentative Essay 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Annex 
(for GE courses only)  


