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Part I 

 

Course Title:  Discovering Government 

 

Course Code:  CLA1502 

 

Course Duration:  One semester 

 

No. of Credit Units:  2 

 

Level:  B1 

 

Medium of Instruction: English 

 

Medium of Assessment: English 

 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)  Nil 

 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title)   None 

 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title)  None 

 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title)   None 

 

 

Part II  

 

1. Course Aims: 

 

This course aims to help students identify and evaluate conceptions and actions of government from 

a critical and innovative approach. Students will develop the essential analytical skills and 

innovative perspectives to better understand and respond to major issues of relevance to their liberal 

arts and social sciences foundation education as well as of relevance to them as professional 

citizens.  

 



  

   

  

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

No. CILOs Weighting 

1. Identify the key challenges in public policy based on a comparative 

and cross-cultural approach. 

25% 

2. Identify the key challenges in public management based on a 

comparative and cross-cultural approach. 

25% 

3. Identify the key challenges in politics based on a comparative and 

cross-cultural approach. 

25% 

4. Respond to challenges in public policy, management, and politics 

from an ethical perspective based on a comparative and cross-cultural 

approach. 

25% 

 

3. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs) 

 

CILO No TLAs Hours/week 

CILO 1-4 Class exercises 

- video review for students to identify core issues and 

develop an inquisitive mind 

- group discussion for students to apply communication skill 

to ask questions and assemble team responses 

- opinion poll for students to express opinions and enrich 

discussions 

- card game for students to challenge assumptions and create 

innovative ideas 

- role play for students to reflect on ethical and social 

responsibilities 

relating to selected key challenges in public policy, 

management, and politics. 

50 minutes 

per week 

CILO 1-4 Lectures on current issues, major challenges, and academic 

discourse relating to public policy, management, and politics 

to help students engage in real-life problems inquiry together 

with the teachers, develop inquisitive mind and flexible 

approach to probe public affairs, construct critical thinking 

skills to solve problems, formulate ethical and social 

awareness for professional citizens. 

50 minutes 

per week 

CILO 1-4 Primary and secondary literature search and review, including 

newspapers of different backgrounds and commentaries from 

different authorities, by students outside classroom to develop 

independent research skills on assembling facts, 

differentiating opinions, and comparing international practices 

in respect of key challenges relating to public policy, 

management, and politics. 

 

1 hour per 

week 



  

   

  

CILO 1-4 Self-reflections by students outside classroom to develop 

personal opinions, generate innovative ideas, and construct 

viable responses to the real-life problems and key challenges 

relating to public policy, management, and politics. 

1 hour per 

week 

CILO 1-4 Self-reflections on the learning process during the semester to 

organise learning achievements, assemble learning evidence, 

and construct learning plan to support continuous academic 

development. 

5 hours per 

semester 

 

4. Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs) 

 

CILO No Type of assessment 

tasks/activities 

Weighting Remarks 

CILO 1-4 Attendance and 

participation in class 

workshops. 

30% Attending the workshops, 

participating in class exercises, 

interacting with teachers and 

fellow students, asking questions 

and debating on real-life 

problems and challenges relating 

to public policy, management, 

and politics of their interest. 

Any one of 

the CILOs 

Short essay by individual 

student based on self-

reflections to report 

personal opinions, 

innovative ideas, and 

viable responses to one 

(or more) of the key 

challenges relating to 

public policy, 

management, and 

politics. 

 

30% Based on the learning in class 

exercises, lectures, literature 

search and review, students 

submit an individual short essay 

of around 800 words via 

Blackboard before end of the 

eighth teaching week to explain 

his/her personal opinions, 

innovative ideas, and viable 

responses to one (or more) of the 

key challenges relating to public 

policy, management, and 

politics. 

CILO 1-4 Learning journal by 

individual student based 

on self-reflections on the 

learning process during 

the semester to organise 

learning achievements, 

assemble learning 

evidence, and construct 

learning plan to support 

continuous academic 

development. 

40% Based on the training and 

benefits from various learning 

activities over the semester, 

students submit an individual 

learning journal of around 800 

words via Blackboard before end 

of the last teaching week to 

illustrate his/her learning 

achievements, learning evidence, 

and learning plan to support 

continuous academic 

development. 

 



  

   

  

5. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations. 

 

 Assessment task #1: Attendance and participation in class workshops 

 

Letter Grade Grading criteria in relation to CILOs  

A+ 

A 

A- 

Student attends all class meetings, enthusiastically participates in class 

exercises, actively shares ideas with other students and effectively helps 

promote a positive learning environment in class while discussing the key 

challenges in public policy, management, and politics. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

Student participates in class exercises when attending less than 75% of 

class meetings, shares ideas with other students and contributes to the 

building of a positive learning environment in class while discussing the 

key challenges in public policy, management, and politics. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

Student participates in class exercises when attending less than 60% of 

class meetings, shares only little idea with other students and contributes 

only little to the building of a positive learning environment in class while 

discussing the key challenges in public policy, management, and politics. 

D Student slightly participates in class exercises when attending less than 

45% of class meetings, shares very little ideas with other students and 

contributes very little to the building of a positive learning environment in 

class. 

F Student attends less than 40% of class meetings, participates very little in 

class exercises, does not share ideas with other students and does not 

contribute to the building of a positive learning environment in class. 

 

 Assessment task #2: Self-reflections and short essay 

 

Letter Grade Grading criteria in relation to CILOs  

A+ 

A 

A- 

Based on fruitful self-reflections, student develops well-supported personal 

opinions, generates innovative ideas, and constructs viable responses to one 

(or more) of the key challenges relating to public policy, management, and 

politics. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

Based on effective self-reflections, student develops certain personal 

opinions, generates limited innovative ideas, and gives some responses to 

one (or more) of the key challenges relating to public policy, management, 

and politics. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

Based on limited self-reflections, student gives personal opinions that can 

be further developed, suggests ideas that can be further refined, and 

proposes insufficient responses to one (or more) of the key challenges 

relating to public policy, management, and politics. 

D Based on very few self-reflections, student barely develops personal 

opinions, generates very little innovative ideas, and hardly constructs 

responses to one (or more) of the key challenges relating to public policy, 

management, and politics. 

 



  

   

  

F With insufficient self-reflections, student cannot develop personal opinions, 

generate innovative ideas, and construct responses to one (or more) of the 

key challenges relating to public policy, management, and politics. 

 

 Assessment task #2: Self-reflections and learning journal 

 

Letter Grade Grading criteria in relation to CILOs  

A+ 

A 

A- 

Based on fruitful self-reflections on the learning process during the 

semester, student effectively organises learning achievements in a well-

structured manner, assembles ample learning evidence to demonstrate 

achievement of the CILOs, and constructs a well-considered learning plan 

to support continuous academic development. 

B+ 

B 

B- 

Based on concrete self-reflections on the learning process during the 

semester, student effectively organises learning achievements in a clear 

manner, assembles specific learning evidence to demonstrate achievement 

of the CILOs, and constructs a feasible learning plan to support continuous 

academic development. 

C+ 

C 

C- 

Based on limited self-reflections on the learning process during the 

semester, student organises learning achievements in a loose manner, 

assembles limited learning evidence to demonstrate achievement of the 

CILOs, and constructs a limited learning plan to support continuous 

academic development. 

D Based on very few self-reflections on the learning process during the 

semester, student displays very little learning achievements, barely 

assembles learning evidence to demonstrate achievement of the CILOs, and 

constructs a very restricted learning plan to support continuous academic 

development. 

F With insufficient self-reflections on the learning process during the 

semester, student cannot organise learning achievements, assemble learning 

evidence, and construct a learning plan to support continuous academic 

development. 

 

 

Part III   

 

Keyword Syllabus: 

 

Government; public and social policy; policy-making process; political actors; political institutions; 

power struggle; values underlining politics; public management; public organisations; public-

private partnership, environmental policy; environmental justice; environmental degradation; 

environmental ethics; social justice; management ethics; ethical analysis of selected issues. 



  

   

  

Recommended Reading: 

 

Balls, A. R. & Peters, B. G. (2005). Modern politics and government (7th ed.). New York: Palgrave. 

 

Bowie, N. E. (2005). Management ethics. Malden, MA: Blackwell Pub. 

 

Carter, N. (2007). The politics of the environment: Ideas, activism, policy (2nd ed.). Cambridge: 

Cambridge University Press. 

 

Economy, E. (2010). The river runs black: The environmental challenge to China's future (2nd 

ed.). Ithaca: Cornell University Press. 

 

Kipnis, A., Tomba, L. & Unger, J. (Eds). (2009). Contemporary Chinese society and politics. 

London; New York: Routledge. 

 

Logan, J. R. (Ed.). (2008). Urban China in transition. Malden, MA; Oxford: Blackwell Publishing 

Ltd. 

 

Lynn, L. E. Jr. (2006). Public management: Old and new. New York; London: Routledge. 

 

UnHabitat. (2010). The state of the world's cities 2010/11 - Bridging the Urban Divide. London: 

Earthscan Publications. 

 

Wolff, J. (1996). An introduction to political philosophy. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 

 

 


