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City University of Hong Kong 

 

Information on a Course 
offered by Department of Linguistics and Translation 

with effect from Semester A  2014 /15 

 

 

Part I 

 

Course Title:         Introduction to Linguistics      

  

Course Code:       LT2201         

 

Course Duration:         One semester        

 

No. of Credit Units:    3         

 

Level:         B2           

 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)        Nil       

 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title)     Nil        

 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title)       CTL2201 Introduction to Linguistics  

 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title)           Nil      

 

Medium of Instruction :                                 English      

 

 

Part II  

 

1. Course Aims: 

This course aims to:   

 

 enable students to acquire the forms, functions and meanings of language 

in general;    

 enable them to discover and analyse language data in real life situation.   

 

2. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 
No. CILOs Weighting (if applicable) 

1. Describe the structure of human natural language   

2. Explain the conceptual foundations of linguistics 

as a scientific discipline 

 

3. Apply creatively linguistic methods in the 

discovery and analysis of real language data 
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3. Teaching and learning Activities (TLAs) 
 

Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this 

course. 

 
CILO No TLAs Hours/week  

(if applicable) 

1 Lectures, Tutorial discussion and exercises, 

Reading, Blackboard 

 

2 Lectures, Tutorial discussion and exercises, 

Reading, Blackboard 

 

3 Tutorial discussion and exercises  

 

4. Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs) 

Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this 

course. 
 

60% Coursework,  

40% Examination (Duration: 2 hours, at the end of the semester) 

 
CILO No Type of assessment tasks/activities Weighting  

(if applicable) 
Remarks 

1,3 Journal Articles (2 items) that require 

students to discover and analyze some 

daily language phenomenon in Hong Kong 

15% each  

1,2 Quizzes (2 times) that check students’ 

understanding of the key concepts covered 

in the books and lectures 

15% each  

1,2,3 Final Examination that examines students’ 

analytical power applying different 

linguistic theories creatively 

40%   

 

5.     Grading of Student Achievement: 
Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations  

 
Letter Grade Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 

A 

A-  

Strong evidence of original thinking; good organization, capacity to analyse and 
synthesize; superior grasp of subject matter; evidence of extensive knowledge 
base. 
 

B+ 

B 

B-  

Evidence of grasp of subject, some evidence of critical capacity and analytic ability; 
reasonable understanding of issues; evidence of familiarity with literature. 
 

C+ 

C 

C-  

Student who is profiting from the university experience; understanding of the 
subject; ability to develop solutions to simple problems in the material. 
 

D Sufficient familiarity with the subject matter to enable the student to progress 
without repeating the course. 
 

F Little evidence of familiarity with the subject matter; weakness in critical and 
analytic skills; limited, or irrelevant use of literature. 
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Part III   

 

Keyword Syllabus: 

1. Linguistics as a scientific discipline 

Properties of human natural language  

Linguistics as a science  

Competence and performance  

   

2. Structure of human natural language 

Structure of words  

Patterning of sounds  

Notions of constituent and category in grammar  

Sense and reference  

   

3. Uses and users of language 

Language varieties  

Dialect  

Register  

Genre  

Style  

Bilingualism  

Cross-cultural communication 

 

Recommended Reading: 

Text(s): 

Fromkin, V. & Rodman R., Hyams, N. (2011) An Introduction to Language, (9
th

 Ed.), 

Wadsworth: Cengage Learning. 

 

Other reading materials 

 

Language Files: Materials for an Introduction to Language and Linguistics, 11th 

Edition, Department of Linguistics at the Ohio State University, June 2011. 

Online Resources: 

  

http://www.lshk.org/ Linguistic Society of Hong Kong 

http://www.sil.org/linguistics/ Linguistics in SIL 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linguistics Linguistics-Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia 

 

http://www.lshk.org/
http://www.sil.org/linguistics/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Linguistics

