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Part I 

 

Course Title: Ethics for Professionals: an interaction between ethics and 

professional knowledge 

 

Course Code: GE1119  

 

Course Duration: One semester   

 

Proposed Area: (Please insert “1” for the single primary area, and ‘2” for the secondary area if 

applicable. Students will only earn credit units from the primary area.) 

 

 1. Arts and Humanities 

 2. Study of Societies, Social and Business Organisations 

  Science and Technology 

 

No. of Credit Units: 3  

 

Level:  B1  

 

Medium of Instruction: English   

 

Medium of Assessment: English ________________________________________ 

 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title) None   

 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title) None   

 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title) None   

 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title) None   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Part II 

 

1. Abstract 

It is an introductory course on the study of ethics from an inter-disciplinary 

approach. Emphasis is on the interaction between ethics, as a branch of 

philosophy, and other academic disciplines or professional knowledge. In 

particular, the course will address these three issues: (i) how prevailing ethical 

norms and theories can assist us in evaluating the fundamental beliefs or 

principles constitutive of other branches of knowledge and in examining the 

moral issues and conflicts commonly encountered in different professions; (ii) 

how (technological) advancement in other disciplines creates novel ethical 

problems and calls for reconsideration of conventional moral judgment; and (iii) 

how knowledge and ideas of other disciplines may influence and contribute to 

our understanding of the origin of morality, our scope of moral concern, and the 

way we reason in ethics. Through lectures, in-class discussions, presentations, 

quiz and essay writing, students are invited to experience how ethics and other 

disciplines or professions can interact and influence one another.  

 

 

2. Course Aims 

This course aims to show that there is a constructive interaction between ethics 

and other academic disciplines or professional knowledge. Students will first be 

introduced to major ethical norms and theories from different cultures and 

traditions. Equipped with a plurality of norms and theories they will be able to 

question the core values, principles, or practices prevailing in their own 

disciplines and to respond to the moral issues they may come across in their own 

fields or professions. Besides, students will be shown that progress of scientific 

knowledge and advancement in technology are not value free. And it is our aim 

to draw their attention to the ethical issues and moral crisis created by scientific 

achievements and technological innovations. Finally, students will be 

demonstrated how knowledge and ideas of other disciplines can serve as 

resources that can enrich our understanding of the nature and scope of morality. 

Upon completion of this course, students should be more sensitive to moral 

issues; to be able to develop rational arguments, and to make sound judgments in 

defending their positions in responding to ethical questions.  

     

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

3. Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 

 

Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

No. CILOs Weighting (if 

applicable) 

1. Formulate one’s view on the links between ethical 

issues and non-ethical (such as economic, political, 

and legal) issues.  

 

2. Creatively responding to moral issues encountered in 

one’s own discipline or profession by making use of 

the major ethical norms, values, and theories from 

different cultures.  

 

3. Discover the ethical implications of advancement of 

knowledge and technology.  

 

4. Discover the relevance of knowledge and ideas of 

other disciplines to moral reasoning.  

 

5. Acquire moral sensitivity, critical mind, and a creative 

mind-set conducive to the adoption of cross-cultural 

perspectives.   

 

6. Formulate one’s own ethical position and defend by 

rational thinking and critical evaluation of rival 

positions.  

 

 

4. Teaching and Learning Activities (TLAs) 
(designed to facilitate students’ achievement of the CILOs - Some TLAs may address more than one CILO.) 

 

TLA CILO 

No. 

Hours/week (if 

applicable) 

Lectures: introduction of key concepts, ideas, 

major ethical norms and theories; evaluation of 

rival arguments in ethical issues encountered in 

different disciplines or professions.  

1-5 2-3 

Discussions and debates: an opportunity for 

students to clarify the key concepts and theories 

introduced in lectures, to participate in the 

evaluation of moral arguments, to listen and to 

appreciate the alternative views presented by 

others.    

1-6 0.5-1 

Film screening and the use of multi-media aids 

(documentaries, cartoons, on-line resources etc.): 

to provide real or hypothetical examples that can 

facilitate the articulation of abstract moral 

concepts, cultivation of moral sensitivity and 

imagination, and critical reflection of moral 

issues.       

3-5 0.5-1 

In class exercises: an opportunity for students to 

identify the ethical questions and to examine the 

relevant ethical concerns by brief reflection and 

analysis of concrete social issues or 

technological development. 

2-5 0.5 

Group presentation: to give students a chance to 

work together in defending their position in a 

moral issue by the presentation of sound and 

well-constructed arguments.  

5-6 0.5 



  

 

5. Assessment Tasks/Activities 
(designed to assess how well the students achieve the CILOs –Some assessment tasks/activities may address 

more than one CILO.) 

 

Type of Assessment Tasks/Activities CILO 

No. 

Weighting  

(if 

applicable) 

Remarks 

Participation: in-class discussions and 

debates.  

1-6 10%  

Class test: short reflective questions on 

ethical cases to test students’ 

understanding of basic concepts and 

application of key theories. (To be held 

near the end of the semester.)  

1-6 30%  

Individual essay: a short paper by which 

students are expected to demonstrate a 

good grasp of basic concepts, systematic 

presentation of arguments, critical and 

independent thinking, and fair assessment 

of rival positions. (Students may submit 

drafts on or before week 10; instructor is 

expected to give feedback to students; 

final essays have to be be submitted by the 

end of week 13 of the semester; marked 

essays will be returned with comments 

after the end of the semester.)     

1-6 40%  

Group presentation: to give students a 

chance to work together in defending their 

position in a moral issue by the 

presentation of sound and well-constructed 

arguments. (To be held in the second half 

of the semester. After each presentation, 

the instructor and students will give 

comments and discuss further the issues 

raised in the presentations.)   

1-6 20%  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

6. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations. 

Participation:  

Letter grade Relation to 

CILO 

Grade definitions 

A+, A, A- 

 

Outstanding 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6 

 

Active and constructive participation in 

class discussions and debates. Able to ask 

pertinent questions and to put forward 

thoughtful points and arguments in relation 

to materials delivered in class. Show 

interests and respect to rival arguments and 

positions.  

B+, B, B-  Excellent 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6 

Frequent participation in class discussions 

and debates. Able to ask relevant questions 

and to put forward plausible points and 

arguments in relation to materials delivered 

in class.  

C+, C, C- Satisfactory 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6  

Moderate participation in class discussions 

and debates. Have made good attempts in 

raising questions and in responding to 

others’ viewpoints and positions.  

D Poor 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6 

Very limited participation in class 

discussions and debates. Questions raised 

and arguments made are not clearly and 

systematically formulated.  

F Fail to achieve 

most CILO 

Rarely participated in class discussions and 

debates. Have not shown interests and 

efforts in responding to materials delivered 

in class or ideas expressed by fellow 

classmates.  

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Short essay and short quiz:  

Letter grade Relation to 

CILO 

Grade definitions 

A+, A, A- Outstanding 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6 

 

Ability to respond to questions directly, 

creatively and precisely; strong evidence of 

original thinking; good organization, 

capacity to analyse and synthesize; superior 

grasp of subject matter; evidence of 

extensive knowledge base. 

B+, B, B-  Excellent 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6 

Evidence of grasp of subject, some 

evidence of critical capacity and analytic 

ability, reasonable understanding of issues; 

evidence of familiarity with literature. 

C+, C, C- Satisfactory 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6 

Adequate understanding of the subject; 

ability to respond to simple problems. 

D Poor 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6 

Sufficient familiarity with the subject 

matter to enable the student to progress 

without failing. 

F Fail to achieve 

most CILO 

Little evidence of familiarity with the 

subject matter; weakness in critical and 

analytic skills; limited or irrelevant use of 

literature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Group presentation:  

 

Letter grade Relation to 

CILO 

Grade definitions 

A+, A, A- Outstanding 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6 

 

The ability to delineate materials; the use of 

relevant and stimulating materials; good 

and creative organization of materials; 

ability to conduct in-class discussion; 

capability in responding to questions 

derived from alternative perspectives; clear 

evidence of superior critical analysis and 

synthesis; excellent grasp of subject matter; 

evidence of in-depth knowledge. 

B+, B, B-  Excellent 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6 

The use of materials largely relevant to the 

topic; indications of good grasp of subject; 

some evidence of critical capacity and 

analytic ability, reasonable understanding of 

issues; evidence of familiarity with 

literature; good ability to initiate dialogues 

with other students. 

C+, C, C- Satisfactory 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6 

Basic and adequate understanding of the 

subject; ability to respond to simple 

problems during discussion. 

D Poor 

achievement of 

CILO 1-6 

An acceptable level of familiarity with the 

subject matter and grasps of materials. 

F Fail to achieve 

most CILO 

Little evidence of familiarity with the 

subject matter; weakness in critical and 

analytic skills; limited or irrelevant use of 

literature. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

 

Part III 

 

Keyword Syllabus: 

1. Concepts: moral and non-moral issues; moral norms; pleasures; preferences; rights; 

autonomy; good life; human flourishing; impartiality; fair procedures; Ren 

(benevolence); Yi (righteousness); Li (propriety); Zhi (wisdom); philosophical 

significance of cross-cultural analysis in different disciplines; evolution; primates; 

human distinctiveness; literature; literary imagination; moral sensitivity; moral 

psychology; innate moral judgment; universal moral grammar; moral faculty;   

 

2. Theories: utilitarianism; Kantian ethics; virtue ethics; social contract theory; 

Confucianism  

 

3. Issues: market economy and free exchanges; resources distribution and property 

ownership; retribution vs. deterrence effect; punishment and sentencing; artistic 

creation; freedom of expression vs. public morality; genetic engineering; therapy 

vs. enhancement; disability; empowerment; exploitation; reproductive 

technologies; surrogate motherhood; child-bearing; parenthood; commodity 

 

 

Recommended Reading: 

Text(s): 

Introductory readings:  

 Simon Blackburn, Being Good: a short introduction to ethics, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2001.  

 Peimin Ni, On Confucius, United States: Wadsworth, 2002.  

 James Rachels, The Elements of Moral Philosophy 3
rd

 ed., McGraw-Hill, 

1999.  

 Michael Sandel, Justice: What’s the Right Thing to Do? London: Allen Lane, 

2009.    

 Jonathan Wolff, An Introduction to Political Philosophy, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 1996. 

 

Other recommended readings:  

 Elizabeth S. Anderson, Value in ethics and economics, Cambridge, Mass,: 

Harvard University Press, 1993. 

 Tom L. Beauchamp and James F. Childress, Principles of Biomedical Ethics 

5
th

 ed., New York: Oxford University Press, 2001.  

 Allen Buchanan etal., From Chance to Choice: genetics and justice, New 

York: Cambridge University Press, 2001.  

 Peter Carruthers, Stephen Laurence, and Stephen Stich (eds.) The Innate Mind: 

structures and contents, New York: Oxford University Press, 2005.  

 G. A. Cohen, Self-ownership, Freedom and Equality, Cambridge: Cambridge 

University Press, 1995.  

 David Copp (ed.) The Oxford Handbook of Ethical Theory, Oxford: Oxford 

University Press, 2006.  

 Frans de Waal, Primates and Philosophers: How Morality Evolved, Princeton: 

Princeton University Press, 2006.   

 Milton Friedman, Capitalism and Freedom, Chicago: University of Chicago 

Press, 1962.  



  

 

 Jonathan Glover, Choosing Children: genes, disability, and design, Oxford: 

Clarendon Press, 2007.   

 Gordon Graham, The Internet: A philosophical inquiry, London: Routledge, 

1999.   

 Marc D. Hauser, Moral Minds: how nature designed our universal sense of 

right and wrong, New York: HarperCollins, 2006.  

 Shelly Kagan, Normative Ethics, Boulder, Colorado: Westview Press, 1998.  

 Helga Kuhse and Peter Singer (eds.), Bioethics: an anthology, Oxford: 

Blackwell, 1999.  

 Will Kymlicka, Contemporary Political Philosophy: An Introduction 2
nd

 ed., 

New York: Oxford University Press, 2002.  

 Hugh LaFollette (ed.) Ethics in practice: an anthology, Oxford: Blackwell, 

2002.  

 Duncan Langford (ed.) Internet ethics, London: MacMillan Press Limited, 

2000.  

 Chenyang Li, The Tao Encounters the West: explorations in comparative 

philosophy, New York: State University of New York Press, 1999.  

 Steven Luper (ed.) The Moral Life 2
nd

 ed., Belmont, CA: Wadsworth, 1999.  

 J. S. Mill, On Liberty (1859), London: Penguin Books, 1985.  

 Bo Mou (ed.) Comparative Approaches to Chinese Philosophy, Aldershot: 

Ashgate, 2003.  

 Donald J. Murno, Ethics in Action: Workable Guidelines for Private and 

Public Choice, Hong Kong: Chinese University Press, 2008.  

 Donald J. Murno, A Chinese Ethics for the New Century, Hong Kong: Chinese 

University Press, 2005.  

 Robert Nozick, Anarchy, State, and Utopia, New York: Basic Books, 1974.  

 Martha Nussbaum, Love’s Knowledge: Essays on Philosophy and Literature, 

New York: Oxford University Press, 1992.  

 Martha Nussbaum, Poetic Justice: The literary imagination and public life, 

Boston: Beacon Press, 1995.   

 Spencer J. Pack, Capitalism: Adam Smith’s Critique of the Free Market 

Economy, Aldershot: Edward Elgar Publishing Limited, 1991.  

 James Rachels, Created from Animals: The Moral Implications of Darwinism, 

New York: Oxford University Press, 1990.   

 John Rawls, A Theory of Justice, Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1973.  

 Michael Sandel, The Case Against Perfection: ethics in an age of genetic 

engineering, Cambridge, Massachusetts: Harvard University Press, 2009.   

 

 


