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City University of Hong Kong 

 

Information on a Course 
offered by Department of Asian and International Studies 

with effect from Semester B in 2014 / 2015 

 

 

Part I 

 

Course Title:   A Portrait of Japan: Experiencing Japanese Culture    

 

Course Code:     AIS2918      

 

Course Duration:   One Semester        

 

No. of Credit Units:   3        

 

Level:     B2        

 

Medium of Instruction:                                      English / Japanese                         . 

 

Medium of Assessment :                                      English / Japanese                         . 

 

Prerequisites: (Course Code and Title)    NIL     

 

Precursors: (Course Code and Title)     NIL     

 

Equivalent Courses: (Course Code and Title) CTL2918 A Portrait of Japan: Experiencing 

 Japanese Culture    

 

Exclusive Courses: (Course Code and Title)_   NIL     

 

 

Part II  

 

1. Abstract 

 
Without doubt, having first-hand experience of a particular culture helps one to 

understand the culture more thoroughly and deeply. This course tries to provide 

students opportunities to experience Japanese culture in local context. It aims to raise 

students’ awareness of and appreciate cultural differences between Japan and China 

as well as Japan and the Western cultures. The influence of Chinese culture on 

traditional Japanese values and the impact of western culture on modern Japanese 

culture will be introduced in lectures. It also explores the influences of Japanese 

culture to Hong Kong society. 
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2. Course Aims: 

 

This course aims to introduce important aspects of Japanese traditional and 

modern culture. Emphasis will be given in this course on providing students with 

first-hand experience of Japanese culture. This course also aims to encourage 

development of an open attitude towards Japanese culture, and to cultivate 

understanding of the similarities and differences between Japanese, Chinese, and 

western cultures. 

 

 

3.   Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs) 
Upon successful completion of this course, students should be able to: 

 

No. CILOs Weighting (if 

applicable) 

1.  identify the influence of Chinese culture on traditional 

Japanese culture; 

 

2.  describe the impact of western culture on modern 

Japanese culture and vice versa; 

 

3.  discuss Japanese cultural influences in Hong Kong;  

4.  relate the cultural heritage of the Japanese people to 

contemporary developments of the Japanese society. 

 

 

 

 

4. Teaching and learning Activities (TLAs) 

Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this 

course. 

 

CILO No TLAs Hours/week  

(if applicable) 

1-4  Lectures will introduce the various aspects of Japanese 

society and culture that will enable students to have an 

introductory knowledge of topics covered.  

 

1-4  Depending on the availability of guests and 

resources, guest seminars and demonstrations will 

be organised so as to introduce aspects of traditional 

and modern Japanese culture. 

 

3-4  Group discussion, presentations and debates will 

involve students in active learning through interaction 

and reflection. 
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5. Assessment Tasks/Activities 

Final details will be provided to students in their first week of attendance in this 

course. 

 

CILO No Type of assessment tasks/activities Weighting  

(if applicable) 

Remarks 

1-4  Two individual papers are given to assess 

students’ knowledge and ability in 

understanding the theories and concepts of 

Japanese culture; 

4  

3  On-line forum on the Blackboard is given 

to evaluate students’ comprehensive ability 

and analytical skill in regard to the 

influences of Japanese culture on Hong 

Kong society; 

2  

1-4  Group presentation is given to assess 

students’ understanding on the cultural 

heritage of the Japanese people to 

contemporary developments of Japanese 

society, and the influences of Chinese and 

Western cultures on traditional and 

modern Japanese culture. 

4  

 

 

6. Grading of Student Achievement: Refer to Grading of Courses in the Academic Regulations 

(Attachment) and to the Explanatory Notes. 

 
Letter Grade Grading criteria in relation to CILOs 

A+ 

A 

A-  

Strong evidence of original thinking; good organization, capacity to analyse and 
synthesize; superior grasp of subject matter; evidence of extensive knowledge 
base. 
 

B+ 

B 

B-  

Evidence of grasp of subject, some evidence of critical capacity and analytic ability; 
reasonable understanding of issues; evidence of familiarity with literature. 
 

C+ 

C 

C-  

Student who is profiting from the university experience; understanding of the 
subject; ability to develop solutions to simple problems in the material. 
 

D Sufficient familiarity with the subject matter to enable the student to progress 
without repeating the course. 
 

F Little evidence of familiarity with the subject matter; weakness in critical and 
analytic skills; limited, or irrelevant use of literature. 
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Part III   

 

Keyword Syllabus: 

Japanese aesthetics and art; experiencing and appreciating Japanese culture: flower 

arrangement, tea ceremony, kimono wearing; Japanese film arts; the influence of 

Confucianism, thought and religion; literature; social customs and lifestyle; Japanese 

corporations; Japanese food; festivals; leisure activities and entertainment; Japanese 

popular culture in Hong Kong (manga, movies, TV drama and magazines).  

 

 

Recommended Reading: 

1. Asquith, J. and Kalland, A. (1997) Japanese Images of Nature Cultural 

Perspectives. Richmond: Curzon. 

2. Kumagai, F. (1996) Unmasking Japan Today: the impact of traditional values on 

modern Japanese society. Conn: Praeger. 

3. Matsumoto, D. (1996) Unmasking Japan: myths and realities about the emotions 

of the Japanese. Calif.: Stanford University Press. 

4. Davies, R and Ikeno, O. (2002) The Japanese Mind: understanding 

contemporary Japanese culture. Boston: Tuttle Pub. 

5. Martinez, D. (1998) The Worlds of Japanese popular culture: gender, shifting 

boundaries and global cultures. UK: Cambridge University Press. 

6. Sosnoski, D. (1996) Introduction to Japanese Culture. Tokyo: Tuttle. 

7. Benedict, R. (1989) The Chrysanthemum and the Sword: patterns of Japanese 

culture. Boston: Houghton Mifflin. 

 

 


