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A L L  I N T E R E S T E D  P A R T I E S  A R E  W E L C O M E  T O  A T T E N D .  

O N C E  Y O U ’ V E  S U C C E S S F U L L Y  R E G I S T E R E D  F O R  T H E
L E C T U R E ,  Y O U  W I L L  R E C E I V E  A  C O N F I R M A T I O N  E M A I L
C O N T A I N I N G  I N F O R M A T I O N  A B O U T  J O I N I N G  T H E
M E E T I N G .  

F O R  E N Q U I R I E S  A N D  F U R T H E R  D E T A I L S  A B O U T  T H I S
L E C T U R E ,  P L E A S E  E M A I L  T O  C C C L @ C I T Y U . E D U . H K .

INTERPRETATION OF
CONTRACTS

C C C L  D I S T I N G U I S H E D  P U B L I C  L E C T U R E

Many  cont rac t  d i spu tes  a re  reso lved  by  re fe rence  to  the  te rms  o f  the  cont rac t  tha t  has  been
conc luded between  the  pa r t ie s .  G iven  tha t  many  cont rac t  d i spu tes  tu rn  on  the  p roper  i n te rpre ta t ion
o f  the  te rms  o f  the  cont rac t ,  t he  approach  taken  by  the  cour t s  to  the  i n te rpre ta t ion  o f  cont rac t s  i s  a
mat te r  o f  cons iderab le  s ign i f i cance  both  i n  te rms  o f  commerc ia l  p rac t ice  and  lega l  theory .  I n  th i s
lec tu re  cons idera t ion  w i l l  be  g iven  to  the  approach  wh ich  the  Eng l i sh  cour t s  t ake  towards  the
in te rpre ta t ion  o f  cont rac t s ,  t he  range  o f  mate r i a l s  upon  wh ich  the  cour t s  can  d raw when  seek ing  to
in te rpre t  a  cont rac t  ( fo r  example ,  the  exc lus ion  o f  p re -cont rac tua l  negot i a t ions ) ,  t he  d i f fe rence
between  i n te rpre ta t ion  and  impl ica t ion  and  br ie f  cons idera t ion  w i l l  a l so  be  g iven  to  the  approach
taken  by  the  cour t s  to  two te rms  commonly  found  i n  modern  commerc ia l  con t rac t s  governed  by
Engl i sh  l aw,  namely  en t i re  agreement  c lauses  and  fo rce  ma jeu re  c lauses
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