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Abstract:
Malicious social media content has caused significant damage to our digital societies and
economies. From a hoax to bot attacks to state-sponsored propaganda, false and harmful
information has become a fabric of our digital lives, shaping how we make day-to-day
decisions and impacting how countries conduct relations. Despite the widespread recognition
of the harm malicious social media content can cause, our ability to detect, map and
understand how such content emerges, spreads and affects us cannot keep pace with these
problems. This talk will discuss the ways in which Southeast Asia's linguistic and culturally
diverse background and repressive regulatory environment presents a challenge to identifying
and mapping malicious social media content, such as hate speech and disinformation. It will
also provide suggestions on ways forward to countering malicious social media content.
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