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SS5801: COUNSELLING IN SOCIETY AND
ACROSS CULTURE

Effective Term
Semester A 2025/26 

Part I Course Overview
Course Title
Counselling in Society and Across Culture 

Subject Code
SS - Social and Behavioural Sciences 
Course Number
5801 

Academic Unit
Social and Behavioural Sciences (SS) 

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH) 

Course Duration
One Semester 

Credit Units
3 

Level
P5, P6 - Postgraduate Degree 

Medium of Instruction
English 

Medium of Assessment
English 

Prerequisites
Nil 

Precursors
Nil 

Equivalent Courses
Nil 

Exclusive Courses
Nil 

Part II Course Details
Abstract
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This course will enable students to critically examine the cultural dimensions of counselling in Chinese society as well
as the role of culture in shaping how problems are perceived and understood by Chinese people, and what and how
professional help is given or sought.
It will allow students to appreciate the nature of counselling practice as cross-cultural encounters between clients and
professionals.
The course includes planning case conceptualization, development, critical thinking, and decision-making skills necessary
for the day-to-day counselling in society with the mindset of across cultures.
The course also covers how to work collaboratively with clients from various culture for their personal, and families when
they are confronted with life challenges situations.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

 CILOs Weighting (if
app.)

DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3

1 Examine the cultural dimensions of counselling
theory and practice

30 x x x

2 Examine the cultural dimensions of counselling
in Chinese society

30 x x x

3 Examine the cultural-specific ethical, legal, and
professional issues in counselling the Chinese

40 x x x

A1: Attitude 
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

 LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 1 Lectures: Lectures
will introduce the key
concepts and issues
in practising multi-
cultural counselling
in Chinese society and
internationally.

1, 2, 3
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2 2 Demonstration:
Demonstration via
videotapes, VCD, CD-
Rom will be given to
illustrate the key points
delivered in class.
Emphasis will be placed
on sharing or reflecting
on personal experiences
of counselling for the
Chinese.

1, 2, 3

3 3 Discussion: Classroom
discussions will be
organized around the
topics covered in lectures/
demonstration.

1, 2, 3

4 4 Student Presentation:
Student presentations will
be required of students
to explore the cultural/
social dimensions of
counselling in Chinese
society.

3

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATs)

 ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks ("-" for
nil entry)

Allow Use of
GenAI?

1 AT1: Term
Paper: A free-
title 2,000-2,500
word term paper
is required
to critically
evaluate a given
counselling theory,
or problem/issue
when providing
counselling in
Hong Kong/
Chinese society.

1, 2, 3 50 - No

2 AT2: Student
Presentation:
Student
presentation
is required to
explore a given
issue/approach
of counselling
in Hong Kong/
Chinese society.

1, 2, 3 30 - No
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3 AT3: Reflection
Paper: A reflection
paper (1000 to
1200 words) is
required to review
the development
of personal
competence
in providing
multicultural
counselling in
Chinese society.

1, 2, 3 20 Allow AI to 
(1) conduct proof
editing; 
(2) brainstorm and
generate initial
ideas; 
(3) conduct
preliminary
analyses or
literature review

Details on the
scope of using
GenAI tools will
be announced in
course outline.

Yes

Continuous Assessment (%)
100 

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task
Term paper (50%) (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Ability to apply inter-disciplinary knowledge and concepts, analyze and evaluate the value of a given counselling theory,
approach, or problem/issue when providing counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society, and assess its impact on clients and
society. 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) High ability to apply inter-disciplinary knowledge and concepts, analyze and evaluate the value of a given
counselling theory, approach, or problem/issue when providing counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society, and assess its
impact on clients and society. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Significant ability to apply inter-disciplinary knowledge and concepts, analyze and evaluate the value of a given
counselling theory, approach, or problem/issue when providing counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society, and assess its
impact on clients and society. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Moderate ability to apply inter-disciplinary knowledge and concepts, analyze and evaluate the value of a given
counselling theory, approach, or problem/issue when providing counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society, and assess its
impact on clients and society. 

Marginal
(D) Basic ability to apply inter-disciplinary knowledge and concepts, analyze and evaluate the value of a given counselling
theory, approach, or problem/issue when providing counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society, and assess its impact on
clients and society. 

Failure
(F) Not reaching the marginal standard 

Assessment Task
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Student presentation (30%) (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Ability to apply knowledge and concepts, explore and analyze the significance of a given issue/approach of counselling in
Hong Kong/Chinese society. 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) High ability to apply knowledge and concepts, explore and analyze the significance of a given issue/approach of
counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Significant ability to apply knowledge and concepts, explore and analyze the significance of a given issue/
approach of counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Moderate ability to apply knowledge and concepts, explore and analyze the significance of a given issue/approach
of counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society. 

Marginal
(D) Basic ability to apply knowledge and concepts, explore and analyze the significance of a given issue/approach of
counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society. 

Failure
(F) Not reaching the marginal standard 

Assessment Task
Reflection paper (20%) (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Ability to reflect personal competence as a counsellor, apply knowledge and skills in analysing and assessing the needs
and problems of individuals, families, groups and communities, and review the development of personal competence in
providing multicultural competence counselling in Chinese society. 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) High ability to reflect personal competence as a counsellor, apply knowledge and skills in analysing and assessing
the needs and problems of individuals, families, groups and communities, and review the development of personal
competence in providing multicultural competence counselling in Chinese society. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Significant ability to reflect personal competence as a counsellor, apply knowledge and skills in analysing and
assessing the needs and problems of individuals, families, groups and communities, and review the development of
personal competence in providing multicultural competence counselling in Chinese society. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Moderate ability to reflect personal competence as a counsellor, apply knowledge and skills in analysing and
assessing the needs and problems of individuals, families, groups and communities, and review the development of
personal competence in providing multicultural competence counselling in Chinese society. 

Marginal
(D) Basic ability to reflect personal competence as a counsellor, apply knowledge and skills in analysing and assessing the
needs and problems of individuals, families, groups and communities, and review the development of personal competence
in providing multicultural competence counselling in Chinese society. 

Failure
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(F) Not reaching the marginal standard 

Assessment Task
Term paper (50%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Ability to apply inter-disciplinary knowledge and concepts, analyze and evaluate the value of a given counselling theory,
approach, or problem/issue when providing counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society and assess its impact on clients and
society. 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) High ability to apply inter-disciplinary knowledge and concepts, analyze and evaluate the value of a given
counselling theory, approach, or problem/issue when providing counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society, and assess its
impact on clients and society. 

Good
(B+, B) Significant ability to apply inter-disciplinary knowledge and concepts, analyze and evaluate the value of a given
counselling theory, approach, or problem/issue when providing counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society, and assess its
impact on clients and society. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Basic ability to apply inter-disciplinary knowledge and concepts, analyze and evaluate the value of a given
counselling theory, approach, or problem/issue when providing counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society, and assess its
impact on clients and society. 

Failure
(F) Insufficient ability to apply inter-disciplinary knowledge and concepts, analyze and evaluate the value of a given
counselling theory, approach, or problem/issue when providing counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society, and assess its
impact on clients and society. 

Assessment Task
Student presentation (30%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Ability to apply knowledge and concepts, explore and analyze the significance of a given issue/approach of counselling in
Hong Kong/Chinese society. 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) High ability to apply knowledge and concepts, explore and analyze the significance of a given issue/approach of
counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society. 

Good
(B+, B) Significant ability to apply knowledge and concepts, explore and analyze the significance of a given issue/approach
of counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Basic ability to apply knowledge and concepts, explore and analyze the significance of a given issue/approach of
counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society. 

Failure
(F) Insufficient ability to apply knowledge and concepts, explore and analyze the significance of a given issue/approach of
counselling in Hong Kong/Chinese society. 
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Assessment Task
Reflection paper (20%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Ability to reflect personal competence as a counsellor, apply knowledge and skills in analysing and assessing the needs
and problems of individuals, families, groups and communities, and review the development of personal competence in
providing multicultural competence counselling in Chinese society. 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) High ability to reflect personal competence as a counsellor, apply knowledge and skills in analysing and assessing
the needs and problems of individuals, families, groups and communities, and review the development of personal
competence in providing multicultural competence counselling in Chinese society. 

Good
(B+, B) Significant ability to reflect personal competence as a counsellor, apply knowledge and skills in analysing and
assessing the needs and problems of individuals, families, groups and communities, and review the development of
personal competence in providing multicultural competence counselling in Chinese society. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Basic ability to reflect personal competence as a counsellor, apply knowledge and skills in analysing and
assessing the needs and problems of individuals, families, groups and communities, and review the development of
personal competence in providing multicultural competence counselling in Chinese society. 

Failure
(F) Insufficient ability to reflect personal competence as a counsellor, apply knowledge and skills in analysing and assessing
the needs and problems of individuals, families, groups and communities, and review the development of personal
competence in providing multicultural competence counselling in Chinese society. 

Part III Other Information
Keyword Syllabus
Culture and ethnicity; multi-cultural therapy, cultural awareness as a generic competence for counselling, universal and
cultural aspects of counselling, implications of cultural issues in counselling; counselling in a multi-cultural context: culture-
bound syndromes, culturally-sensitive counselling practice, indigenous models of counselling; cultural issues in marital
counselling, internet addiction, school counselling, sexual counselling, etc.

Reading List
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