1 SS5755: Applying Psychology to Contemporary Issues

SS§5755: APPLYING PSYCHOLOGY TO
CONTEMPORARY ISSUES

Effective Term
Semester A 2025/26

Part I Course Overview

Course Title
Applying Psychology to Contemporary Issues

Subject Code

SS - Social and Behavioural Sciences
Course Number

5755

Academic Unit

Social and Behavioural Sciences (SS)

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH)

Course Duration
One Semester

Credit Units
3
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Medium of Instruction
English
Medium of Assessment
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Non-MSSPSY Students: SS1101 Basic Psychology or its equivalent

Precursors

Nil

Equivalent Courses
Nil

Exclusive Courses
Nil
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Part IT Course Details

Abstract

This course aims at sensitizing students to how human problems are determined by the environments in which they
function as well as by their own personal attributes. By doing so, it is hoped that students will have a better understanding
of psychology's role in responding to social problems and how psychology can contribute toward social progress.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)
1 Analyze the extent to which human sufferings |60 X X X

are a product of individual deficiency as well as
social malady

2 Compare and contrast the roles played by 10 X X
psychologists when a problem is defined as
existing within the individual or within a
broader social context

3 Compare and contrast how psychology has 30 X X X
responded to social issues or human suffering
by working to change individuals versus by
working to change their environments

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 Lectures The lectures will 1,2,3
explain common
psychological approaches
and techniques for
dealing with human
problems and will discuss
how such approaches
were developed within
mainstream psychology.
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2 Audio-Visual Aids for Audio-visual aids will be |1,2,3
Case Examples used to illustrate both the
complexity of the causes
of human problems as
case examples, and how
different psychological
approaches are applied to
tackle them.

3 Small Group Discussions |Small group discussions |1, 2, 3
will also be conducted
to facilitate case analysis
and apply psychological
theories and knowledge
in real life environment.

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATS)

ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks ("-" for  Allow Use of
nil entry) GenAI?
1 A Case Analysis 1,2,3 10 The application Yes

and reflection part
can allow the use

of GenAl.
2 Individual Term 1,2,3 50 - No
Paper
3 Quiz 1,2,3 40 - No

Continuous Assessment (%)
100

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task
1. A Case Analysis (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

Successful identification of the key issues of the given case Innovative application in analysis the case in terms of relevant
psychological theories

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Sensitive location of a relevant article, clear explanation of methods and findings, and insightful application to
the analysis of the child/adolescent.

Good
(B+, B, B-) Sensitive location of a relevant article, clear explanation of methods and findings, and descriptive application to
the case of the child/adolescent.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Sensitive location of a relevant article, sketchy explanation of methods and findings, and “vague” application to
the case of the child/adolescent.

Marginal

(D) Does not show sensitive search for appropriate references, or inappropriate application of findings to the analysis of the
child/adolescent (i.e., findings cited have no relevance to the case of the child/adolescent).

Failure
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(F) Assignment not completed (i.e., components missing).

Assessment Task
2. Individual Term Paper (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

Critical analysis and evaluation of etiological factors in both intrapsychic and environmental dimension Creative and
integrative organization of the literature and evidence-based intervention and practices

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) These are papers which provide a well-organized, integrated review of the literature that speaks to the identified
topic. The paper links empirical findings sensibly and creatively with an individual’ s actual life experiences. A sensible
and critical assessment of the literature should also be evident

Good

(B+, B, B-) These are papers which provide a good overview of the literature (both intrapsychic and environmental factors),
but without much organization and integration to produce a coherent scientific story about an individual with the specified
problem. There was some critical assessment of the literature but not enough “depth.”

Fair

(C+, C, C-) These are papers which do not evidence going beyond the current learning materials and do not apply any
theoretical model to analyze the selected topic. Writing is generally descriptive and summative. Evaluation of the literature
is minimal, if existing.

Marginal

(D) These are papers which do not go beyond the current learning materials, and do not apply any theoretical model to
analyze the selected topic. The ideas are not presented coherently. The writing is generally poor, though comprehensible
with effort.

Failure

(F) Fails to address the objectives of the assignment (eg, covering only the intrapsychic factors, and environmental factors
are left out totally).

Assessment Task
3. Quiz (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion
Accuracy in applying psychological concepts and knowledge

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent command Of psychological knowledge with >75% of accuracy

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good command of psychological knowledge with accuracy between 60-74%

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Adequate command of psychological knowledge with accuracy between 45-59%

Marginal
(D) Marginal command of mastery of psychological knowledge with accuracy between 40-44%

Failure
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(F) Fail to demonstrate a basic mastery of psychological knowledge at an accuracy level <40%

Assessment Task
1. A Case analysis (10%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Successful identification of the key issues of the given case. Innovative application in analysis the case in terms of relevant
psychological theories

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Sensitive location of a relevant article, clear explanation of methods and findings, and insightful application to
the analysis of the child/adolescent.

Good

(B+, B) Sensitive location of a relevant article, clear explanation of methods and findings, and descriptive application to the
case of the child/adolescent.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) Does not show sensitive search for appropriate references, or inappropriate application of findings to the analysis
of the child/adolescent (i.e., findings cited have no relevance to the case of the child/adolescent).

Failure

(F) Assignment not completed (i.e., components missing).

Assessment Task
2. Individual Term Paper (50%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Critical analysis and evaluation of etiological factors in both intrapsychic and environmental dimension Creative and
integrative organization of the literature and evidence-based intervention and practices

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) These are papers which provide a well-organized, integrated review of the literature that speaks to the identified
topic. The paper links empirical findings sensibly and creatively with an individual’ s actual life experiences. A sensible
and critical assessment of the literature should also be evident

Good

(B+, B) These are papers which provide a good overview of the literature (both intrapsychic and environmental factors),
but without much organization and integration to produce a coherent scientific story about an individual with the specified
problem. There was some critical assessment of the literature but not enough “depth.”

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) These are papers which do not go beyond the current learning materials, and do not apply any theoretical model
to analyze the selected topic. Writing is generally descriptive and summative. The ideas are not presented coherently. The
writing is generally poor, though comprehensible with effort.

Failure

(F) Fails to address the objectives of the assignment (eg, covering only the intrapsychic factors, and environmental factors
are left out totally).
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Assessment Task
3. Quiz (40%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Accuracy in applying psychological concepts and knowledge

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent command Of psychological knowledge with >75% of accuracy

Good
(B+, B) Good command of psychological knowledge with accuracy between 50-74%

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Marginal command of mastery of psychological knowledge with accuracy between 40-49%

Failure

(F) Fail to demonstrate a basic mastery of psychological knowledge at an accuracy level <40%

Part IIT Other Information
Keyword Syllabus

Historical development of psychological services; orientations of psychological interventions; concept of mental illness
and psychological assessment; overview of evidence-based practices; overview of psychotherapy systems; social ecology;
resilience; psychological programs to enhance individual development through modifying the environment; mutual
assistance groups.

Reading List

Compulsory Readings

Title

1 American Psychological Association. (2020). Publication manual of the American Psychological Association (7th ed.).
American Psychological Association.

2 Bronfenbrenner, U. (1995). Developmental ecology through space and time: A future perspective. In P. Moen, G. H.,
Jr. Elder, & K. Liischer (Ed). Examining lives in context: Perspectives on the ecology of human development (pp.
619-647). American Psychological Association.

Compeas B. E., & Gotlib I. H. (2002). Introduction to clinical psychology: Science & practice. McGraw-Hill.

4 Weisz, J. R., & Kazdin A. E. (Eds.) (2010). Evidence-based psychotherapies for children and adolescents (2nd ed.). The
Guilford Press.

5 Monroe, S. M., & Simons, A. D. (1991). Diathesis-stress theories in the context of life stress research: Implications for
the depressive disorders. Psychological Bulletin, 110 (3), 406-425.

6 Tebes J. K. (2017). Foundations for a philosophy of science of community psychology: Pragmatism, feminism, and
critical theory. In M. A. Bond, I. Serrano-Garcia, & C. B. Keys (Eds.) APA handbook of community psychology: Vol.
2 - Methods for community research and action for diverse groups and issues (pp. 21-40). American Psychological
Association.

Additional Readings
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doi.org/10.1080/13607860902918223
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