1 SS5204: Penology & Rehabilitation of Offenders

S$§5204: PENOLOGY & REHABILITATION OF
OFFENDERS

Effective Term
Semester A 2025/26

Part I Course Overview

Course Title
Penology & Rehabilitation of Offenders

Subject Code

SS - Social and Behavioural Sciences
Course Number

5204

Academic Unit

Social and Behavioural Sciences (SS)

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH)

Course Duration
One Semester

Credit Units
3

Level
P5, P6 - Postgraduate Degree

Medium of Instruction
English

Medium of Assessment
English

Prerequisites

Nil

Precursors

Nil

Equivalent Courses

Nil

Exclusive Courses

Nil

Part II Course Details

Abstract



2 SS5204: Penology & Rehabilitation of Offenders

The course aims to introduce students to the penal system and its operation, with special emphasis on the penal process,
penal philosophy, rehabilitative measures and their effectiveness.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)
1 Understand the aims, justifications and forms of |30 X X
punishment;
2 Engage in sociological, political and 20 X X

philosophical analyses of punishment and penal
practices and attitudes;

3 Apply basic knowledge on various gatekeepers |30 X X X
of and decision-making factors in the penal
process; and

4 Critically evaluate the effectiveness of custodial |20 X X X
and community penalties in the rehabilitation
of young offenders.

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)
1 Lectures and class The lectures are intended |1, 2, 3, 4
discussions to introduce students to

the topics in penology
in a systematic way.
Students are encouraged
to actively participate in
class discussions.

2 Field Trip A field trip to a local 1,3
penal institution

will be organized to
provide the students
with an opportunity to
experience correctional
management.

3 Group Project Students are required to |1, 2, 4
do a group project on the
effectiveness of various
penal measures based on
recommended readings.
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4 Individual Paper The individual paper 1,2,4
should be based on
punishment or penal
policy, penal institution
or penal practice in
Hong Kong, an overseas
jurisdiction, or from a
comparative perspective.
Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATSs)
ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks ("-"for  Allow Use of
nil entry) GenAI?
1 Group project 1,3 30 1) Conduct proof  |Yes
Students will be editing
divided into groups 2) Generate initial
with each group ideas
doing a group 3) Conduct
project based on preliminary
recommended analysis
readings.
2 Individual paper |2, 3, 4 40 1) Conduct proof  |Yes
Students should editing
write a paper based 2) Generate initial
on punishment or ideas
penal policy, penal 3) Conduct
institution or penal preliminary
practice in Hong analysis
Kong, an overseas
jurisdiction, or
from a comparative
perspective.
3 Quiz 1,2,3,4 30 - No
Students are
required to attend
a quiz which
may include
multiple choice
questions, short
questions and
essay questions.

Continuous Assessment (%)
100

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task

1. Group project (30%) (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

Competence to work with other team members, understand fully the recommended readings, critically analyse the findings,
link with any local practices and write a report by following a referencing style.

Excellent
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(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for the competence to work with other team members, understand fully the recommended
readings, critically analyse the findings, link with any local practices and write a report by following a referencing style.

Good

(B+, B, B-) Good evidence for the competence to work with other team members, understand fully the recommended
readings, critically analyse the findings, link with any local practices and write a report by following a referencing style.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Fair evidence for the competence to work with other team members, understand fully the recommended
readings, critically analyse the findings, link with any local practices and write a report by following a referencing style.

Marginal

(D) Limited evidence for the competence to work with other team members, understand fully the recommended readings,
critically analyse the findings, link with any local practices and write a report by following a referencing style.

Failure

(F) Insufficient evidence for the competence to work with other team members, understand fully the recommended
readings, critically analyse the findings, link with any local practices and write a report by following a referencing style.

Assessment Task
2. Individual paper (40%) (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

Ability to choose a meaningful topic, search for related references and integrate the findings, write in reasonably acceptable
English, cite appropriate references or resources, and use a certain referencing style consistently.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for the ability to choose a meaningful topic, search for related references and integrate the
findings, write in reasonably acceptable English, cite appropriate references or resources, and use a certain referencing
style consistently.

Good

(B+, B, B-) Good evidence for the ability to choose a meaningful topic, search for related references and integrate the
findings, write in reasonably acceptable English, cite appropriate references or resources, and use a certain referencing
style consistently.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Fair evidence for the ability to choose a meaningful topic, search for related references and integrate the findings,

write in reasonably acceptable English, cite appropriate references or resources, and use a certain referencing style
consistently.

Marginal

(D) Limited evidence for the ability to choose a meaningful topic, search for related references and integrate the findings,
write in reasonably acceptable English, cite appropriate references or resources, and use a certain referencing style
consistently.

Failure

(F) Insufficient evidence for the ability to choose a meaningful topic, search for related references and integrate the
findings, write in reasonably acceptable English, cite appropriate references or resources, and use a certain referencing
style consistently.

Assessment Task
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3. Quiz (30%) (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

Capability to understand the basic concepts and to apply the theories or frameworks to critically analyse certain penal
issues or practices

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for the capability to understand the basic concepts and to apply the theories or frameworks to
critically analyse certain penal issues or practices.

Good

(B+, B, B-) Good evidence for the capability to understand the basic concepts and to apply the theories or frameworks to
critically analyse certain penal issues or practices.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Fair evidence for the capability to understand the basic concepts and to apply the theories or frameworks to
critically analyse certain penal issues or practices.

Marginal

(D) Limited evidence for the capability to understand the basic concepts and to apply the theories or frameworks to
critically analyse certain penal issues or practices.

Failure

(F) Insufficient evidence for the capability to understand the basic concepts and to apply the theories or frameworks to
critically analyse certain penal issues or practices.

Assessment Task
1. Group project (30%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Competence to work with other team members, understand fully the recommended readings, critically analyse the findings,
link with any local practices and write a report by following a referencing style.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for the competence to work with other team members, understand fully the recommended
readings, critically analyse the findings, link with any local practices and write a report by following a referencing style.

Good

(B+, B) Good evidence for the competence to work with other team members, understand fully the recommended readings,
critically analyse the findings, link with any local practices and write a report by following a referencing style.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) Fair to limited evidence for the competence to work with other team members, understand fully the
recommended readings, critically analyse the findings, link with any local practices and write a report by following a
referencing style.

Failure

(F) Insufficient evidence for the competence to work with other team members, understand fully the recommended
readings, critically analyse the findings, link with any local practices and write a report by following a referencing style.

Assessment Task
2. Individual Paper (40%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)
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Criterion

Ability to choose a meaningful topic, search for related references and integrate the findings, write in reasonably acceptable
English, cite appropriate references or resources, and use a certain referencing style consistently.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for the ability to choose a meaningful topic, search for related references and integrate the
findings, write in reasonably acceptable English, cite appropriate references or resources, and use a certain referencing
style consistently.

Good

(B+, B) Good evidence for the ability to choose a meaningful topic, search for related references and integrate the findings,
write in reasonably acceptable English, cite appropriate references or resources, and use a certain referencing style
consistently.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) Fair to limited evidence for the ability to choose a meaningful topic, search for related references and integrate
the findings, write in reasonably acceptable English, cite appropriate references or resources, and use a certain referencing
style consistently.

Failure

(F) Insufficient evidence for the ability to choose a meaningful topic, search for related references and integrate the
findings, write in reasonably acceptable English, cite appropriate references or resources, and use a certain referencing
style consistently.

Assessment Task
3. Quiz (30%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Capability to understand the basic concepts and to apply the theories or frameworks to critically analyse certain penal
issues or practices.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Strong evidence for the capability to understand the basic concepts and to apply the theories or frameworks to
critically analyse certain penal issues or practices.

Good

(B+, B) Good evidence for the capability to understand the basic concepts and to apply the theories or frameworks to
critically analyse certain penal issues or practices.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) Fair to limited evidence for the capability to understand the basic concepts and to apply the theories or
frameworks to critically analyse certain penal issues or practices.

Failure

(F) Insufficient evidence for the capability to understand the basic concepts and to apply the theories or frameworks to
critically analyse certain penal issues or practices.

Part IIT Other Information

Keyword Syllabus
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Principles and goals of punishment, risk assessment, inmate classification and correctional programming, restorative
justice, retributive justice and welfare model, youth justice, Seamless sentences and net-widening, nothing works and what
works, community penalties and their effectiveness, custodial measures and their effectiveness.

Reading List
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