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SM6311A: TOPICS IN MEDIA ART II:
MEDIATING THE WORLD THROUGH THE
HUMAN BODY

Effective Term
Semester A 2026/27

Part I Course Overview

Course Title
Topics in Media Art II: Mediating the World through the Human Body

Subject Code

SM - School of Creative Media
Course Number

6311A

Academic Unit
School of Creative Media (SM)

College/School
School of Creative Media (SM)

Course Duration
One Semester

Credit Units
3

Level
P5, P6 - Postgraduate Degree

Medium of Instruction
English

Medium of Assessment
English

Prerequisites

Nil

Precursors

Nil

Equivalent Courses

Nil

Exclusive Courses

Nil
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Part IT Course Details

Abstract

This course explores the human body as a central medium for media worlding - the processes through which worlds are
constructed, mediated, and experienced across physical, cinematic, and virtual environments. Rather than treating media
as merely representational tools, the course approaches worlding as an embodied, technical, and political practice through
which realities, identities, and social relations are produced and negotiated.

Combining critical inquiry with hands-on experimentation, the course introduces key perspectives from queer theory,
feminist theory, and posthumanist thought alongside practical training in mold making, 3D scanning, performance,
expanded cinema, and avatar creation in Unreal Engine. Through these theoretical and technical frameworks, students will
investigate how bodies are translated, extended, distorted, and reconfigured across material and digital spaces.

Structured around a series of workshops, discussions, presentations, and project-based exercises, the course encourages
students to develop artistic strategies that engage the body not only as a subject of representation, but also as a site of
mediation, transformation, and world-making. By the end of the semester, students will produce a final project that
critically and creatively explores the relationship between embodiment, media technologies, and contemporary forms of
virtuality.

Enrolment for SM6311 depends on School's permission, which will only be granted if the topic is essentially different from
that covered in SM5316, SM5347 offered in or before Semester B 2025/26 and SM6327.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)

1 Understand the human body as a material, X X
temporal, and computational medium

2 Apply queer, feminist, and posthuman X X
perspectives to media-making

3 Translate bodily presence across object, data, X
image, performance, and system

4 Develop technical skills across physical and X X
virtual production pipelines

5 Evolve traditional methods of imaging to Design X X
a final project articulating a coherent embodied
worlding framework

6 Critically contextualize practice through theory X X
and contemporary art

Al: Attitude
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)
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LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 Lecture Introduction to Critical 1,2,6
Theory related to the
Human Body

2 Lecture Introduction to 3,4,5,6
Contemporary Art
Practice with the Human
Body

3 Lecture Understand and 4,5,6
Transform Human
Body through Different
Methods and Media

4 Workshop Workshop on Digital 4,5
Media and Performance

5 Student Presentation Assignment presentation |4, 5,6

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATS)

ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks Allow Use of
GenAI?
1 Creative Project 1,2,3,4,5,6 60 - Yes
2 Assignment 4,5,6 20 - Yes
Presentation
and Critique
3 Writing on selected |1, 2, 3 20 - Yes
topic

Continuous Assessment (%)
100

Examination (%)
0

Minimum Continuous Assessment Passing Requirement (%)
0

Minimum Examination Passing Requirement (%)
0

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task
Presentation (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

This assessment will grade on content and fluency of presentation. Students should show their co-operation to conduct

a well-organized presentation with their own argument and evidence from readings and notes. The threshold of 'discovery'
lied in a student's self initiatives to conduct additional research and to personalize theories for her/his personal daily
experience.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) - Rich, informative content, excellent grasp of the material with in-depth and extensive knowledge of the subject
matter
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- Rigorous organization, coherent structure, and systematic exposition with a strong sense of narrative
- Superior presentation skills: distinct pronunciation, fluent expression and appropriate diction, exact time-management
- Critical analysis with insightful comments opening up new issues, or suggesting the ability to theorize

Good

(B+, B, B-) - Adequate content with firm grasp of the material that informs the audience on a subject matter
- Reasonable organization, balanced structure and composition
- Good verbal communication: comprehensible pronunciation, fluent expression and diction, fair time-management

Fair

(C+, C, C-) - Adequate content with comprehensive grasp of the material demonstrating basic knowledge of the subject
matter

- Fair organization, weak structure and composition

- Fair presentation skills: acceptable pronunciation, expression and diction, fair time-management

Marginal

(D) - Weak content, loose grasp of the general ideas with some knowledge of the subject matter
- Poor organization, structure and composition
- Poor presentation skills: marginal pronunciation, expression and diction, poor time-management

Failure

(F) - Inadequate content, fail to identify the general ideas with knowledge of the subject matter
- No organization, structure or/and composition
- Poor presentation skills: marginal pronunciation, expression and diction, minimal time-management

Assessment Task

Creative Project / Technical Project / Portfolio (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 &
thereafter)

Criterion

Students should demonstrate ability to utilize primary and secondary sources, execute creative ideas and projects.
The threshold of 'discovery' lies in a student's proactively turning theory into praxis, to transform course material into self-
owned authorship.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) - Work has strong affective quality and the articulation of personal styles and signature

- Excellent appreciation, exploration and/or application of the aesthetic and expressive qualities of the medium

- Work raises questions and instill insights about the process of conception, creative strategization and production

- Innovative exploration by combining knowledge from different disciplines (e.g. mathematics, psychology, physics,
anthropology, etc.) to create an inter-disciplinary project

- Efficient adjustment of plans and strategies in response to resources (time, space, equipment, etc) available with
constructive adjustment

Good

(B+, B, B-) - Strong appreciation, exploration and/or application of the aesthetic and expressive qualities of the medium
- Ability to create project/ work that demonstrate the processes of thinking and creative exploration

- Proper adjustment of plans and strategies in response to resources (time, space, equipment, etc) available and
constructive feedback/ suggestions

Fair
(C+, C, C-) - Basic appreciation and/or application of the aesthetic and expressive qualities of the medium

- Limited ability to create project/ work that demonstrate the processes of thinking and creative exploration
- Adjustment of plans and strategies in response to resources (time, space, equipment, etc) available
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Marginal

(D) - Marginal appreciation of the aesthetic and expressive qualities of the medium
- Marginal ability to create project/ work that demonstrate the processes of thinking and creative exploration
- Limited adjustment of plans and strategies in response to resources (time, space, equipment, etc) available

Failure

(F) - No appreciation of the aesthetics and expressive qualities of the medium
- Fail to create project/ work that demonstrate the processes of thinking and creative exploration
- Minimal adjustment of plans and strategies in response to resources (time, space, equipment, etc) available

Assessment Task
Topic essay (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

Students should demonstrate ability to research and transform primary and secondary sources to articulate a theoretical
basis of their work in Media worlding. The threshold of 'discovery' lies in a student's proactively developing a critical
opinion and theory to transform course material into self-owned authorship.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) - Rich, informative content, excellent grasp of the material with in-depth and extensive knowledge of the subject
matter

- Rigorous organization, coherent structure, and systematic exposition with a strong sense of narrative

- Superior presentation skills: distinct pronunciation, fluent expression and appropriate diction, exact time-management

- Critical analysis with insightful comments opening up new issues, or suggesting the ability to theorize

Good

(B+, B, B-) - Adequate content with firm grasp of the material that informs the audience on a subject matter
- Reasonable organization, balanced structure and composition
- Good verbal communication: comprehensible pronunciation, fluent expression and diction, fair time-management

Fair

(C+, C, C-) - Adequate content with comprehensive grasp of the material demonstrating basic knowledge of the subject
matter

- Fair organization, weak structure and composition

- Fair presentation skills: acceptable pronunciation, expression and diction, fair time-management

Marginal

(D) - Weak content, loose grasp of the general ideas with some knowledge of the subject matter
- Poor organization, structure and composition
- Poor presentation skills: marginal pronunciation, expression and diction, poor time-management

Failure

(F) - Inadequate content, fail to identify the general ideas with knowledge of the subject matter
- No organization, structure or/and composition
- Poor presentation skills: marginal pronunciation, expression and diction, minimal time-management

Assessment Task

Presentation (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

This assessment will grade on content and fluency of presentation. Students should show their co-operation to conduct
a well-organized presentation with their own argument and evidence from readings and notes. The threshold of 'discovery'
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lied in a student's self initiatives to conduct additional research and to personalize theories for her/his personal daily
experience.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) - Rich, informative content, excellent grasp of the material with in-depth and extensive knowledge of the subject
matter

- Rigorous organization, coherent structure, and systematic exposition with a strong sense of narrative concepts.

- Superior presentation skills: distinct pronunciation, fluent expression and appropriate diction, exact time-management

- Critical analysis with insightful comments opening up new issues, or suggesting the ability to theorize

Good

(B+, B) - Adequate content with firm grasp of the material that informs the audience on a subject matter
- Reasonable organization, balanced structure and composition
- Good verbal communication: comprehensible pronunciation, fluent expression and diction, fair time-management

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) - Satisfactory content with comprehensive grasp of the material demonstrating basic knowledge of the subject
matter

- Fair organization, weak structure and composition

- Fair presentation skills: acceptable pronunciation, expression and diction, fair time-management

Failure

(F) - Unsatisfactory content, fail to identify the general ideas with knowledge of the subject matter
- No organization, structure or/and composition
- Poor presentation skills: marginal pronunciation, expression and diction, minimal time-management

Assessment Task

Creative Project / Technical Project / Portfolio (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Students should demonstrate ability to utilize primary and secondary sources, execute creative ideas and projects. The
threshold of 'discovery' lies in a student's proactively turning theory into praxis, to transform course material into self-
owned authorship.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) - Work has strong affective quality and the articulation of personal styles and signature
- Excellent appreciation, exploration and/or application of the applied techniques, strong conceptual development based on
intensive research and knowledge of related projects in the field and innovative concepts.

Good

(B+, B) - Strong appreciation, exploration and/or application of the aesthetic and expressive qualities of the medium.
- Creative approach and good demonstration of the techniques applied.
- Convincing concept and its development into the final project.

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) - Basic appreciation and/or application of the aesthetic and expressive qualities of the medium
- Limited ability to create project/ work that represents the intended concept, superficial research in the field.

Failure

(F) - No appreciation of the aesthetics and expressive qualities of the medium
- Fail to create project/ work that demonstrate the processes of thinking and creative
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Assessment Task
Topic essay (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024)

Criterion

Students should demonstrate ability to research and transform primary and secondary sources to articulate a theoretical
basis of their work in Media worlding. The threshold of 'discovery' lies in a student's proactively developing a critical
opinion and theory to transform course material into self-owned authorship.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) - Rich, informative content, excellent grasp of the material with in-depth and extensive knowledge of the subject
matter

- Rigorous organization, coherent structure, and systematic exposition with a strong sense of narrative

- Superior presentation skills: distinct pronunciation, fluent expression and appropriate diction, exact time-management

- Critical analysis with insightful comments opening up new perspectives or suggesting the ability to theorize

Good

(B+, B) - Adequate content with firm grasp of the material that informs the audience on a subject matter
- Reasonable organization, balanced structure and composition
- Good verbal communication: comprehensible pronunciation, fluent expression and diction, fair time-management

Marginal

(B-, C+, C) - Satisfactory content with comprehensive grasp of the material demonstrating basic knowledge of the subject
matter

- Fair organization, weak structure and composition

- Fair presentation skills: acceptable pronunciation, expression and diction, fair time-management

Failure

(F) - Inadequate content, fail to identify the general ideas with knowledge of the subject matter
- No organization, structure or/and composition
- Poor presentation skills: marginal pronunciation, expression and diction, minimal time-management

Additional Information for AR

[Please fill in the Additional Information for AR here, if any]
Part ITI Other Information
Reading List

Compulsory Readings

Title

Ahmed, Sara. Queer Phenomenology: Orientations, Objects, Others. Durham, NC: Duke University Press, 2006.

Auslander, Philip. Liveness: Performance in a Mediatized Culture. 2nd ed. London: Routledge, 2008.

Butler, Judith. Bodies That Matter: On the Discursive Limits of Sex. 1st ed. London: Routledge, 2011.

Foster, Susan Leigh. Choreographing Empathy: Kinesthesia in Performance. London: Routledge, 2011.

g N

Hayles, N. Katherine. How We Became Posthuman: Virtual Bodies in Cybernetics, Literature, and Informatics.
Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1999.

(@)

Jones, Amelia. Body Art/Performing the Subject. Minneapolis: University of Minnesota Press, 1998.

7 Sobchack, Vivian. Carnal Thoughts: Embodiment and Moving Image Culture. Berkeley: University of California
Press, 2004.
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8 Steyerl, Hito. The Wretched of the Screen. Berlin: Sternberg Press, 2012.
9 Steyerl, Hito. Medium Hot: Images in the Age of Heat. United States: Verso Books, 2025.
Additional Readings
Title
1 Nil




