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This course introduces theories and methods in corpus linguistics for postgraduate students in English studies. From
theories to practices, the course includes discussions of important principles/concepts in corpus linguistics and instructions
on practical corpus techniques for teaching purposes. The course provides three types of instructional contexts: a) lectures
for explaining relevant principles concepts, and terms of corpus linguistics; b) discussions for major research issues
and recent trends in existing corpus studies; c) workshops for corpora online and existing corpus tools with step-by-step
instructions. By the end of the class, students should be able to apply the theories and methods in corpus linguistics to
address research and teaching issues in English studies.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

 CILOs Weighting (if
app.)

DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3

1 Understand major principles, concepts, and
terms in corpus linguistics.

x x x

2 Understand major research issues and recent
research trends in corpus-based/driven English
studies.

x x x

3 Analyze texts in a corpus with corpus
techniques, online corpora, and/or existing
tools.

x x x

4 Be able to conduct corpus studies based on
relevant theories and methods.

x x x

5 Be able to apply theories and methods of corpus
linguistics to English teaching contexts.

x x x

A1: Attitude 
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

 LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 Reading discussions Students have group
discussions in class on
research issues/trends
in corpus linguistics.
Guiding questions are
provided to facilitate
students’ discussions.

1, 2, 3, 4, 5
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2 Lectures The instructor gives
lectures on key
principles, concepts,
and/or terms in corpus
linguistics. Guest
speakers might be invited
to provide corpus talks on
special topics.

1, 2, 3, 4, 5

3 Workshops Students participate in
workshops on corpus
techniques (e.g., using
online corpora, corpus
tools), and relevant
exercises are provided.

3, 4, 5

4 Other in-class activities Other activities are
provided for teaching
and learning purposes
when they are necessary
for example, Canvas
discussions Q&A, and
consultations.

1, 2, 3, 4, 5

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATs)

 ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks (e.g. Parameter
for GenAI use)

1 Group oral presentation:
Students will investigate a
research topic in English
studies with their group
members. Then, they will
share research findings
by doing a formal oral
presentation. There
will be some question
time for discussion after
the presentation. Each
student in the group
is expected to have an
equal contribution to the
presentation.

2, 3, 4, 5 30
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2 Individual written
project: Students will
conduct a corpus project
individually based on
their research interests
in English studies. They
will then write a formal
research paper to report
this project based on
the normal structure of
journal articles including
introduction, literature
review, methods results,
discussions, and
conclusions.

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 40

3 Two quizzes: Students
will have two open-
book quizzes to recap
their learning on corpus
theories and methods.

1, 2, 3, 5 20 10% for each quiz

4 Class participation:
Students need to actively
participate in the
course in the three
teaching contexts (i.e.,
lectures, discussions,
and workshops). They
will also be expected to
get engaged in online
learning activities (e.g.,
online discussion).

1, 2, 3, 4, 5 10

Continuous Assessment (%)
100 

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task
Group oral presentation (30%) (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Content 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) An insightful topic; Persuasive analyses; Excellent details. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) A good topic; A few minor issues in analyses; Good details. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) A fair topic; Several minor issues in analyses; Adequate details. 

Marginal
(D) A common but clear topic; A few major issues in analyses; Limited details. 

Failure
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(F) An unclear topic; Several major issues in analyses; Fail to show details. 

Assessment Task
Group oral presentation (30%) - continued (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 &
thereafter) 

Criterion
Organization 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent coherence for the content; Smooth transitions; Effective collaboration among team members. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good coherence for the content; Appropriate transitions; A few minor issues in collaboration among team
members. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Adequate coherence for the content; fair transitions; Several minor issues in collaboration among team
members. 

Marginal
(D) Limited coherence for the content; Limited transitions; A few major issues in collaboration among team members. 

Failure
(F) Fail to show coherence for the content; Fail to show transitions; Several or no collaboration among team members. 

Assessment Task
Group oral presentation (30%) - continued (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 &
thereafter) 

Criterion
Language & delivery 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent clarity for ideas delivery; Excellent speech rate, volume, and tone; Excellent engagement with
audiences and slides verbally and non-verbally. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) A few minor issues in clarity for ideas delivery without influencing comprehension; Good speech rate, volume,
and tone; Good engagement with audiences and slides verbally and non-verbally. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Several minor issues in clarity for ideas delivery without influencing comprehension; Fair speech rate, volume,
and tone; Adequate engagement with audiences and slides verbally and non-verbally. 

Marginal
(D) A few major issues in clarity for ideas delivery, which partly influences comprehension; Inappropriate speech rate,
volume, and tone; Limited engagement with audiences and slides verbally and non-verbally. 

Failure
(F) Fail to show clarity for the whole presentation; Fail to show speech rate, volume, and tone; Fail to show any engagement
with audiences and slides verbally and non-verbally. 
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Assessment Task
Individual written project (40%) (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Topic 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) An insightful topic that bridges an important research gap and/or has significant teaching implications. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) A good that is related to a recent research trend and/or has specific teaching implications. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) A fair topic that is related to class readings and/or has general teaching implications. 

Marginal
(D) An inappropriate topic but still related to class readings and/or has limited teaching implications. 

Failure
(F) An inappropriate topic that is not related to class content and/or has no teaching implications. 

Assessment Task
Individual written project (40%) - continued (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 &
thereafter) 

Criterion
Content 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Persuasive argumentation; Excellent details; An excellent use of relevant secondary sources. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) A few minor issues in argumentation; Good details; A good use of relevant secondary sources. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Several minor issues in argumentation; Adequate details; A fair use of relevant secondary sources. 

Marginal
(D) A few major issues in argumentation; Limited details; A limited use of relevant secondary sources. 

Failure
(F) Fail to build an argumentation; Fail to show details; Fail to use relevant secondary sources. 

Assessment Task
Individual written project (40%) - continued (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 &
thereafter) 

Criterion
Organization 
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Excellent
(A+, A, A-) An effective organization with all mandatory sections. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) A good organization with all mandatory sections. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) A fair organization with all mandatory sections. 

Marginal
(D) An inappropriate organization with mandatory sections missing. 

Failure
(F) Fail to organize the project in a clear way; Fail to follow requirements on organization. 

Assessment Task
Individual written project (40%) - continued (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 &
thereafter) 

Criterion
Language 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) An excellent use of diverse grammatical structures; An excellent use of academic vocabulary; No mistakes on
spelling and grammar; No mistakes on citation format and reference list; A formal tone. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) A good use of diverse grammatical structures; A good use of academic vocabulary; Occasional mistakes on
spelling and grammar; Occasional mistakes on citation format and reference list; A formal tone. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) A fair use of diverse grammatical structures; A fair use of academic vocabulary; Several mistakes on spelling and
grammar; Several mistakes on citation format and reference list; A formal tone. 

Marginal
(D) A limited use of diverse grammatical structures; A limited use of academic vocabulary; Frequent mistakes on spelling
and grammar that do not affect comprehension; Frequent mistakes on citation formats and reference lists; A less formal
tone. 

Failure
(F) Fail to use diverse grammatical structures; Fail to use academic vocabulary; Frequent mistakes on spelling and grammar
that affect comprehension; No citation and/or reference lists; An informal tone. 

Assessment Task
Two quizzes (20%) (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Conceptual knowledge 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent understanding of relevant concepts, terms, theories, and other conceptual content. 
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Good
(B+, B, B-) Good understanding of relevant concepts, terms, theories, and other conceptual content. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Fair understanding of relevant concepts, terms, theories, and other conceptual content. 

Marginal
(D) Limited understanding of relevant concepts, terms, theories, and other conceptual content. 

Failure
(F) Fail to show understanding of relevant concepts, terms, theories, and other conceptual content. 

Assessment Task
Two quizzes (20%) - continued (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Procedural knowledge 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent understanding of practical techniques; Excellent completion of relevant tasks based on the practical
techniques. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good understanding of practical techniques; Good completion of relevant tasks based on the practical
techniques. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Fair understanding of practical techniques; Fair completion of relevant tasks based on the practical techniques. 

Marginal
(D) Limited understanding of practical techniques; Limited completion of relevant tasks based on the practical techniques. 

Failure
(F) Fail to show understanding of practical techniques; Fail to complete tasks based on practical techniques. 

Assessment Task
Class participation (10%) (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Engagement 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Active interactions with the instructor in most class; Significant contributions to class activities in offline and
online contexts. 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Active interactions with the instructor in some class; Good contributions to class activities in offline and online
contexts. 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Some interactions with the instructor; Fair contributions to class activities in offline and online contexts. 
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Marginal
(D) Occasional interactions with the instructor in class; Limited contributions to class activities in offline and online
contexts. 

Failure
(F) Fail to show interactions with the instructor in class; Fail to show contributions to class activities in offline and online
contexts. 

Assessment Task
Group oral presentation (30%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Content 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) An insightful topic; Persuasive analyses; Excellent details. 

Good
(B+, B) A good topic; Minor issues in analyses; Good details. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) A fair but clear topic; Major issues in analyses; Fair/limited details. 

Failure
(F) An unclear topic; Major issues in analyses; Fail to show details. 

Assessment Task
Group oral presentation (30%) - continued (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Organization 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent coherence in the content; Smooth transitions; Effective collaboration among team members. 

Good
(B+, B) Good coherence in the content; Appropriate transitions; Minor issues in collaboration among team members. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Adequate/limited coherence in the content; Limited transitions; Major issues in collaboration among team
members. 

Failure
(F) Fail to show coherence in the content; Fail to show transitions; Fail to show collaboration among team members. 

Assessment Task
Group oral presentation (30%) - continued (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Language & delivery 
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Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent clarity in delivering ideas; Excellent speech rate, volume, and tone; Excellent engagement with
audiences and slides verbally and non-verbally. 

Good
(B+, B) Minor issues in clarity in delivering ideas without influencing comprehension; Good speech rate, volume, and tone;
Good engagement with audiences and slides verbally and non-verbally. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Major issues in clarity in delivering ideas, which influences specific part of comprehension; Inappropriate speech
rate, volume, and tone; Fair/limited engagement with audiences and slides verbally and non-verbally. 

Failure
(F) Fail to show clarity in the whole presentation; Fail to use appropriate speech rate, volume, and tone; No engagement
with audiences and slides verbally and non-verbally. 

Assessment Task
Individual written project (40%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Topic 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) An insightful topic that bridges an important research gap and/or has significant teaching implications. 

Good
(B+, B) A good topic related to a recent research trend and/or has specific teaching implications. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) A fair but clear topic related to class readings and/or has some general teaching implications. 

Failure
(F) An unclear topic that is not related to class content and/or has no teaching implications. 

Assessment Task
Individual written project (40%) - continued (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Content 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Persuasive argumentation; Excellent details; An excellent use of relevant secondary sources. 

Good
(B+, B) Minor issues in argumentation; Good details; A good use of relevant secondary sources. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Major issues in argumentation; fair/limited details; A limited use of relevant secondary sources. 

Failure
(F) Fail to build an argumentation; Fail to show details; Fail to use relevant secondary sources. 
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Assessment Task
Individual written project (40%) - continued (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Organization 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) An effective organization with all mandatory sections. 

Good
(B+, B) An appropriate organization with all mandatory sections. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) An organization with mandatory sections missing. 

Failure
(F) Fail to organize the project in a clear way. 

Assessment Task
Individual written project (40%) - continued (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Language 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) An excellent use of diverse grammatical structures; An excellent use of academic vocabulary; No mistakes in
spelling and grammar; No mistakes in citation format and reference list; Use of formal tone. 

Good
(B+, B) A good use of diverse grammatical structures; A good use of academic vocabulary; Occasional mistakes in spelling
and grammar; Occasional mistakes in citation format and reference list; Use of formal tone. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) A fair/limited use of diverse grammatical structures; A fair/limited use of academic vocabulary; Frequent
mistakes in spelling and grammar that do not influence comprehension; Frequent mistakes in citation formats and
reference lists; Use of less formal tone. 

Failure
(F) Fail to use diverse grammatical structures; Fail to use academic vocabulary; Frequent mistakes in spelling and grammar
that influence comprehension; No citation and/or reference lists; Use of informal tone. 

Assessment Task
Two quizzes (20%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Conceptual knowledge 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent understanding of relevant concepts, terms, theories, and other conceptual content. 
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Good
(B+, B) Good understanding of relevant concepts, terms, theories, and other conceptual content. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Fair/limited understanding of relevant concepts, terms, theories, and other conceptual content. 

Failure
(F) Fail to show understanding of relevant concepts, terms, theories, and other conceptual content. 

Assessment Task
Two quizzes (20%) - continued (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Procedural knowledge 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent understanding of practical techniques; Excellent completion of relevant tasks based on the practical
techniques. 

Good
(B+, B) Good understanding of practical techniques; Good completion of relevant tasks based on the practical techniques. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Fair/limited understanding of practical techniques; Fair/limited completion of relevant tasks based on the
practical techniques. 

Failure
(F) Fail to show understanding of practical techniques; Fail to complete tasks based on practical techniques. 

Assessment Task
Class participation (10%) (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Engagement 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Active interactions with the instructor in most classes; Significant contributions to class activities in offline and
online contexts. 

Good
(B+, B) Active interactions with the instructor in some classes; Good contributions to class activities in offline and online
contexts. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Some/occasional interactions with the instructor; Fair/limited contributions to class activities in offline and
online contexts. 

Failure
(F) Fail to show interactions with the instructor in class; Fail to show contributions to class activities in offline and online
contexts. 
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Part III Other Information
Keyword Syllabus
Corpus design/building ; Online corpora ; Corpus tagging  ; Lexical analysis ; Grammatical analysis ; Phraseological
analysis ; Data-driven learning
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