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This course aims to provide students with an understanding of conceptualization and practices regarding urban
development and sustainability. Key concepts and theories in critical studies in the social sciences will be introduced to
assess development projects. Special attention is paid to the politics in the process of the design and implementation of
specific development projects, and explore how lives of different social groups have been impacted and how they adapt,
reshape and/or resist to these projects. At the end of the course students should be sensitive to key issues in cities and

sustainability and demonstrate ability to critically evaluate development practices.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOSs)

CILOs Weighting (if DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3
app.)
1 Develop a vocabulary in social sciences that can |25 X
be used to design and evaluate development
projects;
2 Become familiar with concepts and debates 25 X
in the humanities and social sciences on the
human-environment relations
3 Detecting the link between the built 25 X
environment and sustainability in a creative way
4 Apply the above-mentioned critical perspectives |25 X X
and methods to specific case studies

Al: Attitude

Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability

Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to

real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments

Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)
1 Lectures Lectures, videos 1,2,3,4
2 Presentation Participation in lectures, |1,2, 3,4
including presentation of
case studies
3 Group work Groups of students will 1,2,3,4

work on the topics related
to urban development
and sustainability, to
make oral presentations
and final term project
reports.
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4 Individual Review Essay |Students will prepare 1,2,3,4
a review essay on
designated readings or
documentaries to reflect
their critical thinking and
analytical ability on the
given topic.

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATSs)

ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks ("-"for  Allow Use of
nil entry) GenAI?

1 Participation - 1,2,3,4 10 - No
to evaluate the
ability to present
material, ask
critical questions
and engage

in reflective
discussion

2 In-class group 1,2,3,4 30 - No
seminar/case
presentation

3 Individual Review |1, 2, 3, 4 20 - No
Essay

4 Team term project |1,2,3,4 40 - No

Continuous Assessment (%)
100

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task
Group discussion (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion
Demonstrate preparedness for class, articulate ideas and engage in discussion.

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Regular participation record, adequate familiarity with readings, excellent capacity to articulate ideas and debate
in a critical manner.

Good

(B+, B, B-) Some participation record, some familiarity with readings, good capacity to articulate ideas and debate in a
critical manner.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Scant participation record, inadequate familiarity with readings, acceptable capacity to articulate ideas and
debate in a critical manner.

Marginal
(D) Lack of participation record, or little familiarity with readings, or incapacity to articulate ideas and debate in a critical
manner.

Failure
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(F) Lack of participation record, little familiarity with readings, and incapacity to articulate ideas and debate in a critical
manner.

Assessment Task

In-class group seminar/case presentation (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 &
thereafter)

Criterion

Summarize, analyse, and evaluate arguments

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Excellent capacity to summarize, analyse and evaluate arguments, to ask questions and lead discussions in
assigned works

Good

(B+, B, B-) Good capacity to summarize, analyse and evaluate arguments, to ask questions and lead discussions in assigned
works

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Acceptable capacity to summarize, analyse and evaluate arguments, to ask questions and lead discussions in
assigned works

Marginal

(D) Marginal capacity to summarize, analyse and evaluate arguments, to ask questions and lead discussions in assigned
works

Failure

(F) Fail to summarize, analyse and evaluate arguments, to ask questions and lead discussions in assigned works

Assessment Task
Individual Essay (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion
Synthesize and evaluate readings/films

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent capacity to synthesize and reflect upon ideas discussed in films or readings and in class discussion.

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good capacity to synthesize and reflect upon ideas discussed in films or readings and in class discussion.

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Acceptable capacity to synthesize and reflect upon ideas discussed in films or readings and in class discussion.

Marginal
(D) Marginal capacity to synthesize and reflect upon ideas discussed in films or readings and in class discussion.

Failure
(F) Lack of capacity to synthesize and reflect upon ideas discussed in films or readings and in class discussion.
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Assessment Task
Team project (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter)

Criterion

Describe a social phenomenon, collect empirical data, apply concepts and theories to analysis, and make an argument in
group presentations & written reports

Excellent

(A+, A, A-) Excellent capacity to describe a social phenomenon, collect empirical data, apply concepts and theories to
analysis, and make an argument.

Good

(B+, B, B-) Good capacity to describe a social phenomenon, collect empirical data, apply concepts and theories to analysis,
and make an argument.

Fair

(C+, C, C-) Acceptable capacity to describe a social phenomenon, collect empirical data, apply concepts and theories to
analysis, and make an argument.

Marginal

(D) Marginal capacity to describe a social phenomenon, collect empirical data, apply concepts and theories to analysis, and
make an argument.

Failure

(F) Lack of capacity to Describe a social phenomenon, collect empirical data, apply concepts and theories to analysis, and
make an argument.

Part IIT Other Information
Keyword Syllabus

Development; urbanity; sustainability; urban planning; Built environment; urban redevelopment; the compact city;
infrastructure; and heritage preservation.
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http://www.pland.gov.hk/p_study/index_e.html
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