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Effective Term
Semester A 2025/26 

Part I Course Overview
Course Title
Theories and Approaches in Development Studies 

Subject Code
PIA - Public and International Affairs 
Course Number
5001 

Academic Unit
Public and International Affairs (PIA) 

College/School
College of Liberal Arts and Social Sciences (CH) 

Course Duration
One Semester 

Credit Units
3 

Level
P5, P6 - Postgraduate Degree 

Medium of Instruction
English 

Medium of Assessment
English 

Prerequisites
Nil 

Precursors
Nil 

Equivalent Courses
AIS5001 Theories and Approaches in Development Studies 

Exclusive Courses
Nil 

Part II Course Details
Abstract
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This course delves into the fundamental concepts, historical evolution, and key proponents of major development theories,
aiming to foster critical thinking and analytical skills in the field of international development. Throughout the course,
students will delve into a range of development paradigms, each offering unique perspectives on what development entails.
The exploration of these theories will involve in-depth discussions of their underlying assumptions, methodologies, and
implications for global societies on topics such as gender, sustainability, and urbanization. Students will gain insights into
how different development theories interpret the dynamics of progress, social change, and economic transformation.
This course is suited for postgraduate students interested in development studies, offering a framework to understand the
theoretical underpinnings that shape international development discussions.

Course Intended Learning Outcomes (CILOs)

 CILOs Weighting (if
app.)

DEC-A1 DEC-A2 DEC-A3

1 Identify and critically evaluate the main
theoretical perspectives in development studies

x x x

2 Identify key development theories actors and
dilemmas related to development processes and
development practice

x x x

3 Apply theoretical perspectives to practical cases x x x

4 Describe the latest issues and trends within
development studies

x x x

A1: Attitude 
Develop an attitude of discovery/innovation/creativity, as demonstrated by students possessing a strong sense of curiosity,
asking questions actively, challenging assumptions or engaging in inquiry together with teachers.

A2: Ability 
Develop the ability/skill needed to discover/innovate/create, as demonstrated by students possessing critical thinking skills
to assess ideas, acquiring research skills, synthesizing knowledge across disciplines or applying academic knowledge to
real-life problems.

A3: Accomplishments 
Demonstrate accomplishment of discovery/innovation/creativity through producing /constructing creative works/new
artefacts, effective solutions to real-life problems or new processes.

Learning and Teaching Activities (LTAs)

 LTAs Brief Description CILO No. Hours/week (if
applicable)

1 1 Readings:  Each week,
students are required to
read carefully selected
articles and/or book
chapters that are highly
relevant to the topic being
discussed

1, 2, 3, 4

2 2 Lectures:  The instructor
will present concepts,
theories, and factual
data on international
development

1, 2, 3, 4
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3 3 Participation:  Each
lecture includes in-class
discussions, and students
are required to actively
participate and contribute

1, 2, 3, 4

Assessment Tasks / Activities (ATs)

 ATs CILO No. Weighting (%) Remarks ("-" for
nil entry)

Allow Use of
GenAI?

1 Class participation 1, 2, 3, 4 20 - Yes

2 Mid-term quiz 1, 2, 3, 4 40 - No

3 Final Essay 1, 2, 3, 4 40 - No

Continuous Assessment (%)
100 

Assessment Rubrics (AR)

Assessment Task
Class participation (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Active and informed participation in class/class etiquette 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent demonstration of active and informed participation in class/excellent class etiquette 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good demonstration of active and informed participation in class/excellent class etiquette 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Adequate demonstration of active and informed participation in class/excellent class etiquette 

Marginal
(D) Limited demonstration of active and informed participation in class/excellent class etiquette 

Failure
(F) Poor demonstration of active and informed participation in class/excellent class etiquette 

Assessment Task
Mid-term Quiz (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Quality of argument Structure of argument Evidence of subject knowledge 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent analysis, excellent use of contemporary events and theories, clear structure, extensive and high-quality
sources incorporated into responses, no spelling or grammatical mistakes 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good analysis, good use of contemporary events and theories, clear structure, good range and quality of source
materials incorporated into answers, no spelling or grammatical mistakes 
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Fair
(C+, C, C-) Adequate analysis, adequate use of contemporary events and theories, reasonable structure, reasonable range
and quality of source materials incorporated into answers, some spelling or grammatical mistakes 

Marginal
(D) Limited analysis, limited use of contemporary events and theories, unclear structure, limited range and low quality of
source materials incorporated into answers, some spelling or grammatical mistakes 

Failure
(F) Poor analysis, minimal or no use of contemporary events and theories, poor structure, limited range and low quality of
source materials incorporated into answers spelling or grammatical mistakes 

Assessment Task
Final Essay (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Quality of writing (grammar, structure and coherence) (25%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent quality of writing 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good quality of writing 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Adequate quality of writing 

Marginal
(D) Marginal quality of writing 

Failure
(F) Poor quality of writing 

Assessment Task
Final Essay (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Application and demonstrated comprehension of theories and approaches  covered in the course (15%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent application and demonstrated comprehension 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good application and demonstrated comprehension 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Adequate application and demonstrated comprehension 

Marginal
(D) Limited application and demonstrated comprehension 

Failure
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(F) Poor application and demonstrated comprehension 

Assessment Task
Final Essay (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials in relation to argument (25%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Adequate demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Marginal
(D) Limited demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Failure
(F) Poor demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Assessment Task
Final Essay (for students admitted before Semester A 2022/23 and in Semester A 2024/25 & thereafter) 

Criterion
Quality and originality of argument (35%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent and original arguments 

Good
(B+, B, B-) Good and reasonably original arguments 

Fair
(C+, C, C-) Adequate articulation of argument and adequate attempt at making original arguments 

Marginal
(D) Limited demonstration of argument and originality in arguments 

Failure
(F) Poor deployment of or non-existent arguments 

Assessment Task
Class participation (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Active and informed participation in class/class etiquette 
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Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent demonstration of active and informed participation in class/excellent class etiquette 

Good
(B+, B) Good demonstration of active and informed participation in class/excellent class etiquette 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Marginal demonstration of active and informed participation in class/excellent class etiquette 

Failure
(F) Poor demonstration of active and informed participation in class/excellent class etiquette 

Assessment Task
Mid-term Essay (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Quality of writing (grammar, structure and coherence) (25%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent quality of writing 

Good
(B+, B) Good quality of writing 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Marginal quality of writing 

Failure
(F) Poor quality of writing 

Assessment Task
Mid-term Essay (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Application and demonstrated comprehension of theories and readings covered in the course (20%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent application and demonstrated comprehension; Proficiently apply authors' arguments from readings
and display a robust capacity for critical analysis. 

Good
(B+, B) Good application and demonstrated comprehension; Reasonably apply authors' arguments from readings and
display a commendable capacity for critical analysis. 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Marginal application and demonstrated comprehension; Capably apply authors' arguments from readings and
display a commendable capacity for critical analysis. 

Failure
(F) Poor application and demonstrated comprehension; Failure to cite any readings from the course list in the writing 
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Assessment Task
Mid-term Essay (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials in relation to argument (20%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Good
(B+, B) Good demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Marginal demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Failure
(F) Poor demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Assessment Task
Mid-term Essay (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Quality and originality of argument (35%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent and original argument 

Good
(B+, B) Good and reasonably original argument 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Marginal demonstration of argument and or originality in argument 

Failure
(F) Poor deployment of or non-existent argument 

Assessment Task
Final Essay (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Quality of writing (grammar, structure and coherence) (25%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent quality of writing 

Good
(B+, B) Good quality of writing 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Marginal quality of writing 

Failure
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(F) Poor quality of writing 

Assessment Task
Final Essay (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Application and demonstrated comprehension of theories and readings covered in the course (20%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent application and demonstrated comprehension 

Good
(B+, B) Good application and demonstrated comprehension 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Marginal application and demonstrated comprehension 

Failure
(F) Poor application and demonstrated comprehension; Failure to cite any readings from the course list in the writing 

Assessment Task
Final Essay (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials in relation to argument (20%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Good
(B+, B) Good demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Marginal demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Failure
(F) Poor demonstration of research and prudent use of research materials 

Assessment Task
Final Essay (for students admitted from Semester A 2022/23 to Summer Term 2024) 

Criterion
Quality and originality of argument (35%) 

Excellent
(A+, A, A-) Excellent and original argument 

Good
(B+, B) Good and reasonably original argument 
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Marginal
(B-, C+, C) Marginal demonstration of argument and or originality in argument 

Failure
(F) Poor deployment of or non-existent argument 

Part III Other Information
Keyword Syllabus
- Development, development policy, development theory 
- Modernisation theory, dependency theory, neoliberalism, human development, sustainable development, post
development   
- Agents of development 
- Urbanisation 
- Gender 
- Sustainability and climate change
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